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Clinical ecture 
ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 


Delivered at the Seamen's Hospital, ‘‘ Dreadnought,” 
By 8S. H. WARD, M.D. Loxp., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE ABOVE HOSPITAL, AND TO THE HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES 
OF THE CHEST, VICTORIA PARK. 





GrntLemen,—I purpose to-day to make some remarks upon, 
and to read the notes of one or two cases illustrative of, 
aneurism of the sorta and of some of its main branches. We 
have at present in the hospital a case to which I shal! direct 
your attention, the symptoms of which point to aneurism rather 
than to any other affection ; and I have before me pathological 
specimens of fatal cases which have occurred here. Aneurism 
of the aorta is always of interest, whether we regard its im- 
portant physiological teachings as to the functions of different 
nerves, or the difficulty which frequently attends the diagnosis, 
from its simulating, according to the site, diseases of different 
internal organs. 

Sailors appear to be especially liable to aneurism ; such, at 
least, is my experience during the eight or nine years I have 
been associated with this hospital. Nearly two-thirds of the 
cases of aneurism in the New York Hospital, collected by Dr. 
Darrack, occurred in sailors; and I am informed that sailors 
are the subjects in a large number of the cases which find their 
way into our several metropolitan hospitals, There is no class 
of the community so thoroughly affected as sailors are by 
syphilis and intemperance, which have been regarded as the 
principal predisposing causes of the malady. Syphilis is said 
to act by causing a softening of the coats of the arteries and 
ulceration of the inner coat. It was the late Mr. Guthrie, I 
believe, who first directed attention to the inordinate use of 
spirituous liquors as a predispesing cause of ancurism, They 
are supposed to favour the development of the atheromatous 
disease, which induces softening and disorganization of the in- 
ternal coats, and so makes them readily to yield to the action 
of exciting causes. I feel strongly as to the influence of in- 
temperance in promoting the disease, the larger proportion of 





ibed himself as tem- 
perate, with aneurism of the ascend- 
ing aorta, —_ had rey the following circum- 
stances :—Four years previously joined Captain Austen’s 
expedition to the arctic regions, and was out for eighteen 
months, During the er part of the time he was subjected 


heavy work ; having, in conjunction with others, to 


to 
drag, by means of a passed over the right shoulder, the 
aloes ini ovat a tee There can be 


studded with atheromatous disease, and there was a consider- 
able aneurismal dilatation of the abdominal! aorta, which simu- 
lated a tumour, but had been correctly diagnosed. There is 
at times a peculiar aspect, sallow and unhealthy, which lends 
some support to the view of Rokitansky, that the aneurismal 
bears a resemblance to the cancerous diathesis, A patchy, in- 
jected state of the capillaries of the cheeks, surrounded by a 
sallow border, has been described as a characteristic of aneu- 
rism, and in some cases it is well marked ; but I have noticed 
this in other affections of the 8 of circulation. In two of 
my cases the aspect was markedly that of malignant disease ; 
while in others it did not present anything distinctive, 1 have 

ionally noticed a sense of uneasiness, if not of distress, in 
the countenance of the patient suffering from aneurism ; but 
when vital functions are not interfered witb, the patients ap- 
pear easy, and unaware of the existence of serious disease. 
There being nothing in the malady, at least when seated in 
the thorax, to interfere with assimilation, they are usually 
well covered with flesh, and may remain in what is called 
good condition up to the fatal termination. 

The symptoms of aneurism, of course, vary with the site. 
When the disease affects the aorta or the arch, or the large vessels 
given off from it, the most unmistakable evidence is the pulsa- 

ing tumour, with single or double bruit. When it is situated 
in descending or abdominal aorta, the bruit alone, i 
in intensity over some particular part in the course of the vessel, 
is diagnostic. The absence of such, however, does not give the 
negative to the existence of aneurism. 

One or two remarks are necessary in reference to the bruit, 
The single bruit and the first sound of the double correspond- 
as you know, to the ventricular contraction and arterial dilata- 
tion, The first sound is sometimes very harsh and loud. I have 


cases where there has been simply more or less extensive dila- 

i b The entded csend, to way expistendy: to 
not commonly present ; when it is, it is due to regurgitation 
into the vessel, and is soft in character. In reference to dia- 
gnosis from cardiac disease and from non-aneuriemal intra- 
thoracic tumours, it may be observed that the impulse should 
be beyond the cardiac region, that it should be full and swelling, 
in the course of the aorta or its primary branches, and if in the 

ing aorta attended with the vibratory tremor. This may 
be felt below, but is generally felt most distinctly immediately 
above either or both clavicles. When the aneurism is in the 
ascending or arch of aorta, there will be dulness on percussion 
over the external parietes to an extent corresponding to the 
size of the tumour. 

Pain is the symptom which usually first excites the attention 
of the patient : occurring at times at points remote from the dis- 
ease, as in the head, neck, or shoulder ; at times more directly 
in connexion with the tumour, and then dependent upon irri- 
tation of the adjacent nerves. The attacks of angina pectoris 
which frequently occur in aneurism of the ascending aorta are 
re ee a ene “= 

ext to positive physi i no ptoms, in the absence 
of imtientions of disrase of the lang or x, are so conclusive 
as affections of the voice and respiration, in the form of more 
or less aphonia, i or wheezing breathing, 
croupy h, or paroxysmal attacks of dyspnea, simulating 
quia, Shey qoete be engined, not always by direct pres- 
sure upon the whose functions are so affected, but, in- 


by irritation of the nerves supplying them ; the nerves 

involved being the recurrent laryngeal and the 

Gutasle Wennshven of the pneumogastric, The yephagis which 

is occasionally present may be accounted for ei y direct 
cesophagus 


pressure of the upon the tumour or by irritation of 
nerves. 

A difference in the pulses of ite sides of the body will 
sometimes aid in the diagnosis site of the aneurism. 


Pressure of the tumour upon either bronchus may cause harsh 
respiration or feebleness of respiration in one lung, and puerile 


ae. 

ressure upon any large venous trunk will cause a varicose 
state of the veins to or from it, and even a dropsical state 
of the parts from which they come. 

There are one or two other symptoms to which I[ would refer. 
One is the sense of constriction or fulness often experienced in 
the of the chest and lower part of the neck when 
the seb ¢ the aorta or the large vessels arising from it are im- 
ange The position of the patient is deserving of attention. 

the nerve is pressed upon, he generally sits 
with the inclined somewhat towards the side on which 
affection exists—a position in which the nerve in question 





is relaxed, and the pressure on the trachea, if there be any, is 
AA 
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reduced to the minimum. Hemorrhage, of a slight character, 
may exist for months before death, and is indicated by expec- 
toration of sputa merely tinged or intimately mixed with blood. 
It has been shown by post-mortem inspection to have been due 
in some cases to a small, persistent communication either with 
the trachea or a bronchus, In other cases, however, it is due 
fo preemies of the tumour upon the lung, and changes of a slow 
inflammatory character induced in its texture. He 

of a more formidable nature may occur from rupture of the sac 
into the trachea, bronchi, csop! or externally, or, if the 
aneurism is abdominal, into the peritoneum or intestinal canal. 
Death, of course, is more or less quickly the result. 

In clinical illustration of the subject I cannot, I think, do 
better than read the notes of, and subsequently comment upon, 
two or three cases of aneurism affecting the aorta and its main 
branches. The preparations before me are from three subjects 
who were patients here, 

The first is a specimen of a large aneurismal sac communi- 
cating with the transverse aorta, and which had ulcerated into 
the left bronchus. The coats of the aorta were elsewhere 
healthy. The individual who was the subject of this aneurism 
had received a violent injury to the chest eight years before 
admission here ; and in his case direct mechanical cause 
than any special diathesis would seem to have induced the dis- 
ease. From the time he sustained the injury he had expe- 
rienced uneasiness over the sternum, with occasional attacks of 
pain, and for seven years had had distinct swelling to the right 
of the sternum. When admitted, he had a large pulsating 
tumour to the right of the sternum, but without bruit. The 
prominent symptoms were weak right pulse, paroxysms of 
pain, urgent dyspnoea, and deficient ration over the left 
ung. e last two aa omg must have been caused by direct 
compression of the bronchus, 

The second preparation is an aneurism of the thoracic aorta 
beyond the arch. The tumour had contracted adhesions with 
the bodies of the fourth and fifth dorsal vertebrae, and had in- 
duced caries of them. It had also contracted adhesion with 
the left lung, into which ulceration at last effected an opening, 

ing death by hemorrhage. Severe attacks of angina 
pectoris were the only symptom. 

The third preparation is an aneurism of the abdominal aorta 
just before its bifurcation into the common iliacs, The external 
and internal iliacs are shown on one side, the internal iliac 
only on the other. The prominent symptom in the subject of 
this aneurism was obstraction of the bowels from of 
the sac upon the colon. Tho obstruction nite for eight 
days from the time of his admission, and was accompanied by 
great pain and tension. A tumour wae distinctly felt, corre- 
sponding in size and direction to the ascending colon. the 
ninth day from admission a turpentine enema brought away 
some fluid fecal matter, but it was not until the fourteenth 
day that a copious motion was passed, consisting of scybalous 
masses, The symptoms of obstruction, however, returned, and 
the tumour increased in size, and had a marked pulsation: 
The patient died suddenly in a paroxysm of pain, three weeks 
after admission. The sac had ruptured into the peritoneum. 

I will direct your attention to a case now in the hospital, in 
which there is marked pulsation to the right of the sternum, 
as felt above the clavicle, affection of voice and respiration, but 
in which the characteristic bruit is wanting, rendering the 
existence of aneurism doubtful, 

I will not adduce more cases, but will merely recapitulate 
some of the more striking symptoms indicative of the site of 
aneurism. In doing so | shall in great measure be ting 
the conclusions, if not the words, of Dr, Gairdner. us, 
constant pain, or paroxysmal pain, of the nature of angina 
pectoris, is characteristic of aneurism of the ascending aorta; 
altered voice and harsh breathing, of the disease when seated in 
the arch or large vessels arising from it; sudden attacks of 
dyspnea or of angina, from irritation of branches of the cardiac 
or pulmonary plexus, mark aneurism of the aorta as it begins 
to descend. Beyond this, pain, paroxysmal or constant, is the 
symptom that probably would be most striking. In the abdo- 
men, an aneurism may give rise to functional disorders pointing 
to affections of the several viscera. By pressure upon the 
stomach it may cause an irritable state of it, and various forms 
of dyspepsia; by pressure upon the duodenum or gall-ducts 
jaundice may be induced, or obstruction of the bowels by com- 

pression of any portion of the small or large intestine, Pains 
varying in site and character, paraplegic symptoms, d of 
the lower extremities, may attend ominal aneurism. 
diagnosis of abdominal aneurism is difficult, a tumour 
upon the large vessels being readily confounded with it. 
The first principle to be attended to in the treatment of 








root 


aneurism is rest, in the recumbent or other position in which 
the patient is most easy, and with the view of keeping the 
organs of circulation as quiet as possible, and so diminishing 
the force of the current of blood through the tumour. Where 
the taypaee has Denn sien fe the qesisten of the chet, and has 
iven evidence of this by external g, the application of 
eS has been resorted to by me, and a or three cases with 
marked benefit. It has been ied in a bladder suspended 
from the upper framework of the bed, and allowed just to rest 
upon the part, and has been continued for days, or even weeks, 
without remission. In one case in particular, before the patient 
left the hospital, the use of this remedy had rendered the bruit 
and impulse, which had been very marked, almost imperceptible. 
In another case, this lecal application, although it had much 
diminished the impulse in the tumour, had to be di 
as it produced giddiness of the head and numbness of the right 
arm, Still this seems to me to promi-e ad 
results, and to be worthy of trial in suitable cases. 
patients cannot be retained in bed, I have found benefit to 
accrue, partly from its mechanical and y perbaps from its 
sedative action, from a belladonna ter. I have always 


The preparations of iron combined with sedatives, and espe- 
cially with digitalis, have y been administered with the 
double purpose of impro the character of the blood and 
diminishing the force of the circulation. 
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UNITY OF THE SYPHILITIC VIRUS. 
By GEO, G, GASCOYEN, F.R.C.S., 


SURGEON TO THE LOCK HOSPITAL, 
AND ASSISTANT-SUBGERON TO ST, MARY'S HOSPITAL, 





Tue question of the unity or the duality of the syphilitic 
poison has for some years past been agitating the mind of the 
profession ; and though it has been settled in favour of the 
double virus abroad with few exceptions, yet in England this 
theory has not met with general acceptance, even amongst 
those who have made syphilis their especial stady. It is a 
matter of great scientific interest to the profession to have a 
right understanding of this perplexing disease, and of vital 
importance to the public, as upon a correct knowledge of its 
nature depends its successful treatment. 

Of all subjects in medicine, none have received so much 
attention as venereal affections—none have given rise to 80 
many theories, or produced so much writing in proof or dis- 
proof of them; yet it must be admitted that no disease is less 
understood than syphilis, nor any relating to which there is a 
greater diversity of opinion. 

The scope of the present paper forbids a lengthened inqui 
into the history of syphilis, interesting though it ve tee 
sufficient to state that, for many years, the doctrines advanced 
respecting this affection were supported only by imperfect 
observations, ill-conducted experiments, and the statements of 
patients, upon which but little reliance could be placed ; whilst 
the treatment adopted was most contradictory and empirical. 

John Hunter, to whom we are indebted for almost every 
advance in surgical pathology, first attempted to throw light 
upon this obscure subject. He laboured to ascertain the laws 
which govern the progress of the disease, and to establish for 
it a certain and systematic treatment. 

To M. Ricord, following in Hunter's footsteps, is especially 
due our improved knowledge of the pathology of this singular 
affection; and although more recent researches have compelled 
him to modify somewhat the opinions which he 
nearly thirty years ago, yet his clever host of opponents have 
failed hitherto to overthrow his — itions, —— -~ 
been unable to originate a better me investi 
disease than that paneer by him—namely, issoabalon In 
fact, it is not too much to say that since the publication of 
‘* Traité des Maladies Vénériennes” in 1838, by far the 
part of the voluminous writing on syphilitic disease has 
of a controversial character in support, or the reverse, 
Ricord’s teaching. In this conflict of opinion, extreme parti- 
zanship has done its usual work in blinding the adherents of 
the respective schools to those facts which are indisputably 
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contained in the doctrines of each; and to substantiate the 
rival theories a number of different species of primary chancres 
have been originated, which have added greatly to the con- 
fusion that ‘aaa in this already dears subject. 

Almost upon w sides are agreed is, 
that there is no Bo aterm do between syphilis and 
gonorrhea, but that they are diseases widely separated from 
each other, depending upon different causes, following different 
laws, producing different results, and requiring altogether a 
different mode of treatment. 

The 7 the syphilitic virus was not disputed until re- 
cently. various in which the primary disease mani- 
fests itself were referred to individual influences ; and the well- 


others were not so, was explained by the success or non success 
treatment ad~pted. Differences in the appearance of the 
ulcers had long been ised, and it was even attempted to 
distinguish them by a number of fanciful names, and to assign 
particular kind of chancre its own special train of 
ptoms and form of eruption, Certain sores were looked 
y why giving rise to more severe consecutive symptoms thaa 
; and, it is curious to remark, that those ulcerations 
which are now considered to be purely local were formerly re- 
with the greatest suspicion, as giving rise to the more 
inveterate forms of eruption —such as pustules, tubercles, 
ulcerations, nodes, &c. It is not difficult to account for this 
when we remember that the treatment in every form of vene- 
real disease was to give mercury. Now, the ordinary indurated 
chancre, which we as the initial of constitutional dis- 
ease, rapidly gets well under the action of that drag, whilst 

e non-indurated sore is usually made worse by it; and as 
an idea prevailed that if a venereal ulcer did not heal it 
was owing to the insufficient use of mercury, the patient was 
saturated with the medicine, and the most simple sore soon 
took on an unhealthy action. This was a vated by the 
rapidly-augmented doses, and all the terrible effects of mer- 
curial disease were induced, and wrongly ascribed to the viru- 
lence of the syphilitic poison. 

No doubt, however, seems to have existed as to the origin of 
all primary venereal sores from one common origin until M. 
Bassereau, in 1852," propounded the theory of a double virus. 
He thought that the one poison produces the indurated, hard, 
or infecting chancre, whilst the other gives rise to the non- 
indurated, soft, or non-infecting sore; that each of these two 
chancres ces its own kind exclusively ; that the non-in- 
durated variety is simply a local affection, incapable of infecting 
the economy, and limited to the part attacked, or at any rate 
to the lymphatic gland which is in immediate relation with it ; 
that this gland, when involved, has a tendency to suppurate, 
and the pus thus formed is contagious and inoculable, forming 
an ulcer similar to that which produced the bubo—a chancre 
with a soft base. 

For the other variety of chancre he maintained it to be essen- 
tially distinct from that just described ; that it affects the sys- 
tem infallibly, giving rise to a constitutional disease ; is charac- 
terized by its indurated base and indolent ss; by en- 
largement and induration of the inguinal glands—these scarcely 
ever inflame and suppurate, whilst if they do so the matter is 
not virulent or inoculable ; that it transmits itself in its own 
species, and never proceeds from the other form of chancre. 

According to this author (loc. cit., p. 213), so distinct are the 
two kinds of sore that he says of them, ‘‘they have perhaps 
no other characters in common beyond being both contagious 
and ordinarily situated upon the genital organs.” 

Up to the time of publication of Bassereau’s work, the doc- 
trines of Hunter, based me the unity of the syphilitic poison, 
developed and expounded by Ricord, received almost universal 

; but the novel and plausible idea of a double virus 
was at once taken up by a section of the professional public, 
and so ably have they sustained their views that at the present 
time a large number of the most eminent foreign writers on 

are avowed dualists.+ On the other hand, we find an 
i ial body in this country and abroad who still uphold 
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graph :—“ The duality of the chancrous virus is still an hypo. 
thesis, which the future will judge, whilst the unity of the 
itic virus is < truth determined by experience and time.” 
solution of this question, then, has become of grave im- 
, and worthy of serious consideration. The supporters 
of the double virus compare a typical hard and soft chancre, 
and rely upon the marked differences between them for proof 
of their belonging to two distinct species. Thus for the indu- 
rated variety they point to its hard base and well known ob- 
jective characters; the absence of loca] inflammation; the = 
iar painless induration which invariably affects the neigh - 
ing glands; the extreme difficulty, if not impossibility, of in- 
ocaletin this form of ulcer; the certainty with which it is 
followed by constitutional disease, and the creation of a 
diathesis which prevents a second infection, They claim for it 
also a of incubation of greater or less duration. 

As characteristic of the non-indurated chancre, they instance 
its soft base and different appearance; its liability to take on an 
inflammatory or sloughing action ; the free suppuration which 
attends it, and the indefinite re inoculability of this matter 
the same or another individual ; the absence of glandular com- 
plication, or when this does occur, its limitation to one gland, 
which inflames, suppurates, and furnishes inoculable pus, capa- 
ble of prodocing a sore similar in all respects to that which 
caused the bubo. They assert, moreover, that this affection 
always remains local, never infects the system, and commences 
without any period of incubation. 

With such constant and striking differences between them, 
it is contended that these two sores cannot take origin from 
the same morbid principle, bat that they must be distinct 
species of chancre, which always reproduce their like, whether 
by artificial inoculation or by contagion. The advocates for 
the unity of the virus admit there are two forms of syphilitic 
ulcer, one of which—the indurated—infallibly gives rise to a 
constitutional affection, whereas the other rarely does so; and 
whilst recognising the diagnostic differences between the sores, 
they account for the varieties observed in the manifestations 
of the same poison by the peculiar idiosyncrasy of the person, 
state of his health or constitution, susceptibility or non-sus- 
ceptibility to the reception of the disease, condition of the 
tissues in which the virus has been deposited, and source from 
which it bas been obtained. Many of this school admit a period 
of incubation for the indurated chancre, but Ricord emphatically 
denies it, and states that the phenomena attendant on each 
form of sore are gressive from the moment the poison is 
brought into contact with the tissues. 

M. Clerc, in a paper read before the Société des Sciences 
Médicales de Paris, in 1854, maintains that there are two 
varieties of the primary syphilitic chancre, each of which 
transmits itself as a pathological species, but that the soft or 
non-infecting sore results from inoculation of an infecting 

on a subject who now has, or has had, constitutional 
syphilis, The syphilitic diathesis being once acquired, the 
virus cannot again exert its specific influence on the same 
, but undergoes such modification that when transmitted 
it has lost its power of constitutional infection, and gives rise 
to a simple sore, which reproduces itself in the sameform. He 
considers this te be the analogue of varioloid or of false vac- 
cination, and proposes to call it the chancroid. 

M. Ricord* says: ‘‘ The simple chancre arises from a simple 
chancre, and reproduces itself in its own species. The infect- 
ing chancre is originated by an infecting chancre, and trans- 
mite itself likewise in its own form.” He maintains that the 
indurated chancre cannot ap a second time upon the same 
person in consequence of diathesis which the first has 
created. When, therefore, a person with constitutional ili 
contracts a chancre from one affected with an indurated sore, 
this new chancre does not indurate, but retains the soft base 
and appearance of a simple sore. Should, however, this ulcer 
be transmitted to a healthy person, free from any syphilitic 

int, it will become indurated and be followed by constitutional 
disease, He cites four cases collectea by MM. Fournier and 
Tar in support of this opinion. t 

elchior Robert, of Marseilles, records cases confirma- 
tory of the above observation of Ricord.¢ But M. Robert does 
not admit that there are two distinct nosological species of 
chancres, or that inoculation of one form of sore will necessarily 
ace its like. He considers that the different kinds of 
primary sores come from one morbid principle, the various 
manifestations of which are determined by conditions extra- 

neous to the virus, 

* Legons sur le Chanere, 1858, p. 225. 
t Loc. cit, p. 196. 

+ Traité des Maladies Vénériennes, 1861. 
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Cullerier cites a case which supports this opinion of Ricord. 
He upholds the unity of the virus, and not only the possibility 
but probability of a non-indurated sore infecting the sys- 
tem; but he looks upon the infection as certain when any 
induration of the chancre exists,” . 

Maisonneuve and Montanier teacht that ‘‘the syphilitic 
virus is always one—identical.” Although it may show itself 
as a primary affection under various forms, yet, owing to indi- 
vidual peculiarities, it does not always give rise to constitu- 
tional syphilis. They profess that the simple chancre is the 
necessary commencement of all chancres, and that induration 
is as much a complication of it as when sloughing or phage- 
dena occurs ; and that none of the different forms of sore can 
exist unless they *‘ have been preceded for a longer or shorter 
period by the simple or typical chancre.” ¢ According to them, 
the specific induration of the sore and of the lymphatic glands 
is the evidence of the economy being infected, and this indu- 
ration constitutes the first of the consecutive symptoms; it 
- “something distinct from the chancre, although caused 

it.” 

Tt will thus be seen that these several writers are unanimous 
in tracing all primary venereal sores to one common origin. 
They admit the certainty of infection from an indurated chan- 
ere, and the ibility from a non-indurated one; but oy 
are not taetalion be whether each form of sore transmits i 
in its own species, 

(To be continued.) 








EPILEPSY, AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM. 


By G. GODDARD ROGERS, M.D., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE WEST LONDON HOSPITAL, AND LATB MEDICAL REGISTRAR 
TO ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 





A very interesting paper on the above subject, from the 
pen of Dr. M‘Donnell, was published in the Dublin Quarterly 
Journal of February last. It fell under my notice in May, 
when I was about to give a record of considerable success in 
the treatment of a case where, all other remedies having failed, 
I had been for a considerable time trying the bromide of potas- 
sium, After reading Dr. M‘Donnell’s observations, I deter- 
mine to give the medicine a few months’ longer trial before 
venturing to speak with any confidence as to its efficacy. To 
my own mind it is satisfactory that so long a time elapsed be- 
tween the publication of Dr. M‘Donnell’s paper and my perusal 
of it. I came to the treatment of the patient mentioned below 
with an unbiased mind, and with a feeling that I had under- 
taken an almost hopeless task. 1 was, however, gratified by a 
measure of success, and strengthened in my belief that good 
results were to be obtained from bromide of potassium in cer- 
tain forms of epilepsy, when my attention was directed to the 
above-mentioned able article, I may just observe that I have 
given the drug to other epileptic female patients at the hospital 
with good effect, but the case I now append is the only one 
I have been able to watch for a prolonged term. Doubtless we 
are treading on safe ground if, for the present, we adopt Dr. 
M‘Donnell’s view, that ‘‘each case of epilepsy is in itself a 
study;” but I trust that ere long so many individual cases will 
have been observed of epi connected with d t of 
the female genital pba Ms enable us to Pas gy oma 
groups of these affections amenable in a large per-centage to a 

remedy, even though we may in the present state of 
our knowledge only rudely conjecture its mode of action. 
With all deference, I beg leave to suggest that during a certain 
period —say from January, 1865, to March, inclusive — the 
various hospital physicians in this metropolis use the bromide 
of potassium in all cases of epilepsy where there is any reason 
for regarding uterine disorder as the source of the complaint. 
If no cevguege dees yr hen! qpenbongenmlascr Yo. at 
all events we shall have cl away an untenable theory. 


ue des Maladies Vénériennes, 1961, 
pe Oe eee Fee. 1853, 

. Rad goes farther, and says, “ I can testify that this remed: Br 
ase fr tots eovvtccehan te tadte hd act Metotien A hee 
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en eulogises Sir C. Locock who in 1853 directed attention to the bromide 
treatment of hysterical epilepsy, &c. 
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aero i true wisdom Me the Tog y Sa ye t:* “ Eve 
idea 4 priori, every is, is only , if we accept 
with a strong determinstion of abandoning it if the facts are 
no longer explicable by its means, Without this, its influence 
is disastrous,” 

Case 1,—R, B——, aged thirty-four, married, with two 
children, the P hey ya eleven years old, first came under treat- 
ment at the West don Hospital in May, 1861. About six 
months after marriage she miscarried, and for three weeks 
frequent attacks of syncope, followed a few weeks later by a 
convulsive seizare, during which she lost her consciousness, 
She does not remember being told afterwards whether she 
foamed at the mouth or bit her tongue. These attacks were 
few in number for some years; bat she often had “ fainting 
mh “sighing fits,” during which she “ felt lost”—(petit 

In the early part of 1861 the fits recurred more frequently ; 
so that she was obliged to give up her employment as 
nurse, Feeling low-spirited, and despairing of aiding ber 
family, she came to the hospital, She was rather below the 
middle height, of florid complexion, with a wild staring ex- 
pression, and very excitable manner, The heart’s action was 
somewhat feeble, the breathing tranquil, and the bowels apt 
to be somewhat relaxed. Pressure of the crowd in the waiting- 
room, or the anxious straggle to be amongst the first served 
with medicine after peeing the physician, would sometimes 
bring on a seizure, One [ particularly remember was most 
violent, and lasted a long time. Although the true fits, or, as 
she always termed them, the “‘ struggling fits,” were principally 
confined to the pre-menstrual or post-menstrual e et 
occasionally followed coition, as I learned from the hus’ 
who, by the way, has been a noted pedestrian in sporting circles 
during the past twelve years. 

I first gave turpentine and castor-oil draughts ; but no worms 
were dislodged. Bichloride of mercury with bark was next 
tried ; and remembering that valerian had been mentioned 
some authorities as putting in a claim for approval, I tried it 
in many forms—infusion, ammoniated tincture, valerianate of 
iron, of zinc, and of quinine. Dr, Duncan Gibb, who was about 
that time my collea; had been giving the bromide of am- 
nt’ > allay irritability and ‘iors sensibility of the 

nx and pharynx prior to using the laryngoscope. i king 
the same drug Taight act beneficially on the mucous linin, 
the uterine organs, I administered it freely to my patient; bat 
with no good effect, The same was the case with iodide of 
potassium ; and I then accidentally refreshed my memory by 
reading Sir ©, Locock’s paper on the bromide, 

From the 2lst November, 1862, to the 3rd December, 
R. B—— took bromide of potassium in four-grain doses three 
times a day, with compound tincture of valerian, Between 
these dates she had two fits of a mild character. The medicine 
was intermitted until the 9th, when she came in great distress, 
saying that she was suffering from severe flooding, and had had 
several violent fits, on one occasion nearly falling into the fire. 
She was ordered to resume the medicine. 

Jan 2nd, 1863.—To leave off the tincture of valerian, and 
take ten grains of the bromide in water three times a day. 

8th.—Two severe 

16th.— No seizure since last entry. 

She now took quinine and ammonia up to March 6th, The 
seizures were very frequent during a portion of this time, and 
she suffered severely from meno 1%, 

From the 13th March to the 12th May she took ten grains of 
the bromide three times a day,.and much improved. In fact, 
she relied solely on the medicine, and declared that the fits 
pera age i wget “4 off, To test Pay qe mea | 

uring the latter o! y I merely prescribed a placebo o' 
aromatic water ; but so great was her distress that she implored 
me to allow her to resume the original medicine, and ing 
August and September she took fifteen grains of the bromide 
three times a day. I afterwards increased the dose to ascruple. 
Beyond this dose I never found occasion to £2 with the patient, 
and, from my experience in other cases with larger doses, I am 
compelled to differ from Dr. M‘Donnell when he says that ten 
grains three times a day is “too small a dose to develop any 

result.” 

In January, 1864, I discharged my patient, she not having 
experienced a severe fit, or one of the petit mal descri for 
more than three months, She resumed her former of 
nursing, and I saw nothing more of her until the 10th of June 
last, n she came to me complaining of igo and “ fulness 
about the throat,” the “choking aura,” which was the sure 


;” | precursor of a seizure at a menstrualeperiod. Two days later 





* Piurality of the Human Race. Translated by Hugh J, C. Bearan, F.B.G5. 
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the seizure socenod, Fat 8 Wendl 9 ay wae S I kept | where 
her doses of the So ae 


uence of uent 


Pa sc sc Net wha y 7 medica have dwelt much on 
the anapbrodisiac influence of bromide of m. I do not 
think its beneficial influence is to be looked for in a simple low- 
eriog of the sexual power, When that power is unduly drawn 
upon, degree of irritation is produced which the bromide may 
calm. But in the case above related, I had the fullest oppor- 
tunities of learning from the husband that there never had been 
any diminution in his wife’s empressement. And to arrive at 
greater certainty, the husband coming under my care for some 
trivial ailment during his wife’s attendance at the hospital, I 
took the o mn wie fd administering the bromide of potassium 


of the drug was 
nil, Where there is irritation and frequent priapism, the result 
of onanism or venereal excess, and where there is every reason 
to conjecture that such irritation is at the bottom of the epi- 
leptic seizures, then the bromide of potassium is, I think, of 
service. Dr. M‘Donnell has promised us some further observa. 
Sete EEL, Seeeee™ Won Pee Hape eny ge OTe 
t subject. 
confirmatory of the conjecture hazarded above menpeoting 
epilepsy in the male subject, [ add a few notes of an hospita 
case which will bring this to an end. 
red 2,.— —F arg sixteen, came fp tbe } Ay London 
H in June ger gate vy, be complains 
rae pl ptinedy  partale and the apils ove mach 
por eye n's ange Mang Von fad ng in a 
us desmnoted bad habits’ which be bes Satie to 
indlgs up to the. prot time Sometimes he has practised 
four times a day. The bowels ave aattive, 
“al vanes SU Ribas cf wees ve Ek varver Before he was 
psig wiz Se ferdarag seers I wo adpnAbaae mph 
He ae AS eee seers, So ae oe tremely vio- 
lent, and os Sia Sedans een Sian Tiss aan ts bee 
praeten, eaves y a fresh series of fits; 
and he then went to Salisbury In’ pgoorg 3 The change of air 
but little good ; and when 
he returned to London he had “ twitchings of the face,” and 
fits almost every day. In June and July he was under my 
care, and I gave him the bromide three times a day in doses 
gradually increased to twenty-five grains. The attacks grada- 
ally became less frequent, and he was entirely free from them 
all through A t. On the 2nd of September his friends 
pro at ge as be had suffered from a slight fit during 
edi, ng I resumed the bromide ; and, after g it a fort- 
night, felt better, and had no “ twitchings” and no sign of 
Up to the present date (Nov. 2st) this lad has had no 
further seizures ; and I think it reasonable to regard his im- 
provement as due to the influence of the drug, coupled with 
ee to my enjoining a strict abstinence from vicious 


i 
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TWO CASES OF STONE IN THE BLADDER 
WHERE THE LITHOTRITE-SCOOP WAS 
SUCCESSFULLY USED. 


By HENRY SMITH, F.R.C.S, 


ASSISTANT-SURGEON TO KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 





Ty his late lecture at the College of Surgeons on Lithotomy 
and Lithotrity, my old teacher and present colleague, Professor 
Fergusson, was good enough to refer to a case of mine which in 
a remarkable degree illustrated the value of the practice the 
lecturer was inculcating—viz., the extraction of the fragments 
after the operation of lithotrity, in a paralysed bladder espe- 
cially. This reference was of necessity only brief, but it was 
sufficiently marked to show the ¢xtreme interest and value of 
the case; and as I believe there is no record of any instance 


its were extracted, I think it right to 
nogishagt it ; and us another case has very recently 
Ss Soler By core which Slectaten tn » mere vaumaviable 
perhaps, the value ractice which Mr. Fergusson 
bekinchavainber ancien L sball pat the two 
I was requested in September, 1862, by my friend Dr, Cross, 
wh Spring-gardens, to see Mr. S-—,, aged seventy-two, who 
suffering for about eighteen months with a bladder 
complaint, for which he had under the treatment of 
practitioners. The symptoms had all along denoted 
Sousiaordle i irritation of the organ, but during the eight months 
preceding my attendance he had completely lost the power of 
expelling his urine, consequently he was obliged to have the 
bladder em aw with the catheter. Fortunately, he 
had of Pow wo to pass a catheter for himself. It does 
not appear that either of the gentlemen who had been iu the 
habit of passing an instrument for him had diagnosed the ex- 
istence of stone. Dr. Cross, however, who had not examined 
him, at once suspected the presence of a calculus. 

On examining him, I found he was a healthy, hale old man, 
with the exception ‘of his local symptoms, which were very 
severe. He drew off by the catheter a quantity of offensive 
and muco-purulent urine. showing that the bladder was in a 
state of Accbeuition. He suffered from and a 

On local examination, I found ed ein 
healthy urethra, but a hard and enlarged pretibe ; and on ~ 
troducing a sound I at once struck a large, hard stone. Thus 
was indicated the source of his prolonged sufferings. I ordered 
some local and general measures to allay the irritation and 
prepare the patient, and during this interval of a few days I 
carefully considered the nature of the operation I should adopt. 

Lithotomy was first discussed, as it seemed to be indicated 
by the lysed condition of the bladder and the size of the 
stone ; but tothis the patient strongly objected, and I must con- 
fess that his appeared to be an obstacle to the success of the 
cutting operation. Lithotrity then was the only resource ; but 
the size of the stone, the paralysed condition of the bladder, 
and the state of the prostate, offered grave objections to this 

i On the other hand, the large size of the urethra and 
its freedom from irritability were favourable circumstances. 
Hesitating as to what could be done, I got Mr. Fergusson’s 
advice, and, after seeing this patient, he carefully considered 
the matter with me, and recommended me to crush the stone, 
and then to dé the best I could by removing the fragments 
with the scoop. 

On the 4th of October I introduced a large lithotrite and 
broke the stone. This operation was followed by great relief 
to the symptoms, and by washing out the bladder daily I man- 
aged to get rid of a quantity of small fi ents, and one of 
large size was extracted in this way, i ving become im- 

in the eye of the catheter, and ‘bee it was pulled out. 

After the ~~ of a few days, | repeated the process of litho- 
trity, breaking up large fragments into smaller Lagan but pur- 
ney avoiding anything like minately dividing or Sed crete 
them; and, having again well washed out the 
several occasions, so as to get rid of all small pieces, I began 
the process of picking out the larger portions with the small 
lithotrite-scoop, and succeeded in extracting several fragments 
of great size. In consequence of the large size and insensibility 
of the urethra, very little disturbance was produced by these 
extractions, but they necessarily lasted over a long period, as 
I could not repeat them very often. At the end of November 
I had extracted six large fragments of lithic acid calculus, 
varying from the size of a bean to that of a hazel nat. 

On Nov. 50 5 bad ho Gard mining wis On ont: I got 
hold of a very large ragged fragment, it too large to 
come through the orifice of the bladder. I therefore aes 
the stone, and catching it in another axis, got it out 
bladder into the urethra ; but, inane the instrument 
slipped just as it was passing g ligament, 
ai te wes vom lope PP hese} maperares, 
to a -elastic catheter by the side e stone every 
fie eg seal thos relieve the bladder. I was, however, 
ee aes ee S—— in great suffering. 
He had vainly attem pass the catheter himself, and 
during his efforts the ar ted. for tho fut thasd for Gna 
months, acted spontaneously, and about three ounces of bloody 
urine were spasmodically expelled. He assured me the stone 
was driven on towards the orifice, and on examination I found 
it sticking in the urethra about three inches from the meatus. 
By means of a long director mbar y= Apne ys = 
immense fragment, of triangular thus relieved his 





Curiously enough, there was but little disturbance, local or 
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general, after this severe business, and at the expiration of a | 
week I introduced a lithotrite-scoop, and extracted the enor- | 
mous fragment which Mr, Fergusson showed in the course of ; 
his lecture, It is three quarters of an inch long by nearly half | 
an inch in breadth, and its extraction was neither attended nor 

followed by much irritation, as I was enabled to catch the 

foreign body in its long axis, and of course [ accomplished the | 
process slowly and cautiously. 

I was in hopes that by this time I had cleared the bladder, | 
but, on examination in a week, | detectel another large frag- | 
ment, seized it with the lithotrite-scoop, and managed to get | 
it out of the bladder into the prostatic portion of the urethra ; | 
but there it stuck fast, and | could neither get it backwards | 
nor forwards. After some manceuvring | disengaged the scoop, | 
but I could not alter the position of the large stone, and [ was | 
afraid I should be obliged, at the eleventh hour, to use the | 
knife ; but before resor' ing to it | determined to try and alter | 
the position of the stone, For this purpose I introduced a very | 
large solid sound down to the obstruction, and then, passing 
my finger into the rectum, [ used a considerable amonnt of 
force with the instrument, and pushed the celeulus back into 
the bladder. The pasient after this suffered from some bleed- 
ing and soreness, but was able to pass his catheter as usual for 
himself; and in the Christmas week I introduced a lithotrite, 
broke the fragment, and was luckily enabled to extract with 
the scoop two large pieces of stone, one of which was almost 
the size of the largest hitherto removed, 

After this the patient was so much relieved, and was so well 
able to attend to his ordinary business, that, after carefully 
sounding the bladder and not tinding anything, | took my de- 
parture, telling him to let me know if he suffered anything par- 
ticular. Of course he had not regained the power of his 
bladder, and was obliged to use the catheter regularly as 





About a month after the last operation I was requested to 
see him, and on careful sounding detected a foreign body, and, 
on introducing the scoop, succeeded in removing a good-sized 
fragment of the original calculus, and by means of the syringe 
got away another small fragment. 

From this time it was evident that the bladder was quite clear 
of the original stone, but in consequence of the palsied condi- 
tion of the organ, there has been a continued disposition for | 
the formation of phosphatic deposits, as from time to time there | 
has been a good deal of irritation; and on washing out the | 
bladder and introducing the scoop on such occasions I have | 
been able to extract por! ions of soft phosphatic stone, but never | 
anything like the original calculus, Tn other respects Mr, | 
S—— continues in good health, | 

The second case was that of a boy aged sixteen, who applied | 
to me at King’s College Hospital in April lest, bringing in his | 
hand a small lithic acid calculus, which he had that | 
day after severe irritation and retention of urine, It was about 
as > a pea, of a triangular shape, and with a facet on it, | 
thus showing the presence in ' he bladder of one or more stones, 
On sounding him | detected one or more stones, and sent him 
into the wards, April 25th. On introducing the very smallest 
lithotrite-scoop into the bladder, I got hold of a stone and ex- | 
tracted it. It was of a triangular shape, and at least double 
the size of the one he had passed. 

May 3rd.—He suffered very little irritation since, and on 
examination to-day another stone was de 

4th.—The house surgeon was called up in the night, and, 
ip ey suffering from reten'ion, passed a catheter, 
and a stone at the back of the urethra, which he 
pushed back into the bladder. 

On the following day I introduced the lithotrite scoop and 

to seize the stone, and with great care got it out of 

the bladder along the nrethra as far as the fossa navicularis, but 
from this point it would not budge; and | could not, after re- 
peated trials, disengage the blades of the instrument, In this 
aye geen I attempted to crush the stone in the urethra ; 
the stone was so hard, and the lithotrite so fine, that L 
could not succeed in doing this. I therefore put the boy under 
the influence of chloroform, and made an incision down upon 
the stone, and readily got it out of the urethra. It was of the 
size of a small bean, and nearly round ; and thus the difficulty 
of extracting it through the oritice of the urethra was accounted 


The boy’s urine was drawn off twice daily by the catheter. 
No snffering beyond a little cedema of the prepuce occurred, 
aud he was discharged in ten days, the wound in the urethra 
being healed ; and on i 


tected. 
It would be difficult to meet with two instances better 


sounding him no other stone was de- 








adapted to illustrate the value of the practice of extracting 
fragments of stone, for in both instances it would appear to 
those who had not witnessed this kind of treatment that litho- 
tomy was indicated, and yet in each the foreign bodies were 
removed without the resort to any such dangerous proceeding. 
It is true that in the first case the treatment extended over a 
very long period—upwards of three months; and most cer- 


| tainly the endurance of the patient and the resources and 


patience of the surgeon were tried to the utmost; but such 
must always be the ease in similar instances, Nevertheless, if 
even after a period of three months a large stone is broken up 
and extracted from a bladder which is completely palsied, 
without putting the patient’s life in the least jeopardy, our 
reward is sofficient; and I look upon the fact as a great tri- 
umph of surgery. Moreover, this case in itself shows that the 
existence of a ysed bladder ia connexion with stone is not 
a contraindication to lithetrity, provided the surgeon avails 
himself of the use of the lithotrite scoop, and has the patience 
and tact necessary for its successful employment. As Mr. 
“ergusson has suggested, the instroment in question must of 
necessity be of small size, The one I am in the habit of as 
for the extraction of f nts is about the size of a No. 
catheter, but I think that Mr. Fergusson uses one actually 
smaller than this, 
Caroline-street, Bedford-square, Dee. 1564. 





SINGULAR COMPLICATED LABOUR, 


CAUSED BY 


IRREGULARITY OF THE SACRUM WITH 
INFANTILE HYDROCEPHALUS. 


By D. JOHNSON, M.D, 





Ow the afternoon of the 22nd of September last, about four 
o'clock, a messenger came to me with a request from my neigh- 
boar, Dr. Fosbroke, to visit a patient of his in labour. She 
was forty five years of age, and had had seven children, the 
last two being twins, On examination, I found the nates pre- 
senting in the pelvis, but high up. The coccyx and lower 
bones of the sacrum had been driven-in towards the pubes by 
an accident, and were so unyielding that pressure appeared to 
exercise little or no power; thus affording little available space 
for the natural transit of a full-grown infant, The external 
parts and vagina were considerably swollen, hot, and painful, 
and there was great abdominal tenderness; pulse 140; great 
thirst and restlessness, There were pains every five or six 
minutes ; and she complained of great exhaustion. 

Dr. Fosbroke had been in attendance for more than twenty- 
eight hours, and assured me that there had not been the least 
progress since his first examination. It was evident, th 
both to him and myself, from the present state of things 
the expulsatory cheracter of the pains, that the child would 
never be expelled unless artificial assistance was resorted to; 
so after waiting the further effect of a few pains we 
upon delivery as soon as possible, 

With some difficulty I managed to hook my right finger over 
the right groin of the child, and proceeded to make extension 
with gentle but tolerable force, especially during the presence 
of a pain. In this, however, I was defeated, after having 
spent a full half-hour in attempting to deliver, and without 
having effected the slightest advancement, for, on the cessa- 
tion of pain, the child at once receded into the position it had 
occupied for hours, I then proposed to bring down a leg, and 
succeeded, and after one hour’s hard work delive the 
shoulders, At this juncture it became manifest that there 
was something more than the i iment offered by the con- 
dition of the sacrum, as I vainly attempted to extract the head. 
The face fronted the sacrum, oot pou my fingers as high as 
possible, the head was evidently larger than would with- 
out exercising still greater force than I felt justifiable, so we 
agreed to wait a few minutes, 

Here it occurred to me that this was a case of hydrocephalus; 
and, as the child was already dead, we p Pn to 
which I effected through the roof of the mouth, and on 
the skull the contents were expelled with considerable 
the delivery being then accomplished in a few seconds. The 
fanis, although not coiled round any part of the child, was 
found to have separated at the placenta, and there beimg no 
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desire on the part of the uterus to contract, necessitated its 

removal by the hand, and which was followed by alarming 
i We quite , after what had occurred, that 

this patient would have suffered from extensive sloughing of 

the soft parts; but Dr. Fosbroke informs me she perfectly re- 

covered without any obstacle save temporary pdilrd of the 

bladder, which lasted only a few days. 

Kent Cottage, Old Kent-road, Dec. 1854. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO PRACTICAL MEDICINE 
AND SURGERY. 


By FREDERIC H. MORRIS, M.D. 


No. IL 
CASE OF RECURRENT FISROLD TUMOUR. 


J.P——, a brickmaker, aged forty two, residing at Swiudon, 
Wilts, consulted me in November, 1861, about a tumour im the 
neck, which he said had been growing some time; he did no: 
suffer any inconvenience from it, bat as it gradually increased 
he applied for advice. Oa examination I found a tumour 
situated in the parotid region, about the size of a walaut, firm, 
free from tenderness, movable; neither was the skin impli- 
cated, As his general health was good, I recommended him to 
have it uel which he seemed inclined to do, and promised 
to see me again. I, however, heard no more of him for about ten 
months, when pad say presented himself in me he 
had applied to r medical man, who told him it was not a 
tumour, ** but a swelling which would barst ;” that he would 
give him something to bring it forward, and that if it was cut it 
would kill him. He, however, got tired of the treatment, and 
as it increased considerably, had become very painful, and his 
; que health much impaired from loss of sleep, &c, he was 
‘ ined to have something done. It was now the siz2 of a 
> lemon, adherent to the fascia of the neck, but the skin was 
> quite movable, : an Coen eee oe 
operation now, and that most probably it w return ; but 
he was so anxious for something to be phe that I consented to 
remove it, which I did in August, 1862, assisted by Dr. A. L. 
Griffith, of Swindon. No vessel was wounded, the wound 
| healed by the first intention, and the man experienced con- 
| siderable relief. It was, however, of short duration: another 
, tumour appeared, which rapidly increased, and he sank ex- 
hausted with pain, &c., about five months after the operation. 

On examining the tumour after removal, it presented exter- 
nally a firm fibrous ap . On section the interior was 
soft and pulpy. In structare the hard parts were essentially 
fibrous; many of the fibres appeared made up of a congeries of 
fusiform cells closely applied together, and in the soft parts iso- 
lated cells and nuclei abounded. 

The recurring fibroid tumour forms a kind of connecting link 
between the innocent and malignant formations, and it is an 


SOR RO STSS PEPE 





important circumstance that the later- produced tumours ap- 
proximate much more in appearance and behaviour to the 
ly character than the original one. 
the 
pation, and that at an early date. 


Cheltenham, Oct. 1864. | 





Tus Royat Sociaty.— From the subjoined list of 
officers of the Royal Society it is evident that the medical 
element is very important, wi both to the position 
and attainments of its members. It will be perceived that the 
Royal Society keeps up its connexion with medicine in a man- | 
ner honourable to itself and to the profession which has shed | 
such lustre upon that important body :—President: Major- 
General Edward Sabine, R.A., D.C.L., LL.D. Treasurer: | 
William Allen Miller, M.D., LL.D. Secretaries: William | 
Sharpey, M.D., LL.D. ; Mr. Gabriel Stokes, M.A., D.C.L. | 
Foreiga Secretary : Prof William Hallows Miller, M.A. | 
Other Members of the Council : Professor John Couch Adams, 
M.A.; James Alderson, M.D.; Mr. George Busk, See. L.S. ; | 
Colonel Sir George Everest, C. B.; Hagh Pulconer, M.A., M.D. ; | 
Mr, John Peter Gassiot ; John Edward Gray, Pb. D. ; Thomas 
Archer Hirst, Ph.D.; Sir Henry Holland, M.D., D.C.L.; | 





chison. 
Pole, C.E. ; Rev. Bartholomew Price, M.A.; Sir Joa Rennie; | 
Lord Stanley. | 








“back wards behind 
It is therefore to | arterial blood welled up from the wound, controllable by 

ted that operative measures were so long delayed, as | pressure ou the trank of the common carotid. The wound 
ly means of affording relief in these cases are by extir-.| enlarged, and attempts made to seiz> the 
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© ulle sutem est cits pro certo noscend! via, nisi quamplurimas et morborum 
et ¢ ssectionun, histomas, tum aliorum, tam proprias collectas habere, et inter 
se compsrare. ~Moneaen De Sed, et Cans. Mord, lid. iv. 





KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


LIGATURE OF THE COMMON CAROTID ARTERY FOR BLEEDING 
FROM A PUNCTURED WOUND BEHIND THE RAMUS OF 
THE JAW; DEATH FROM SUPRA-GLOTTIC @DEWA. 


(Under the care of Mr. Parrnives,) 


A Few weeks back we placed upon record an instance of 
sloaghing of the sheath of the common carotid at St. George’s 
Hospital, under Mr, Henry Lee’s care, for which ligature of 
the vessel was required (Tue Lancet, Nov, 5th, p. 523). The 
resul: was unfortunate, A not dissimilar case recently occarred 
in King’s College Hospital, wherein the hemorrhage was the 
consequence of a wound bebind the jaw, inflicted with a knife ; 
and although it was arrested for a time, it recurred, and much 
blood was lost. Mr. Partridge then tied the common carotid 
artery. The original wound, however, became troublesome, 
bled on the least exertion, and then an abscess formed. Finally, 
supra-glottic edema occurred extending to the epiglottis itself, 
and death took place four weeks after the operation. 

For the notes of the case we are indebted to Mr. Edward 
Bellamy, surgical registrar to the hospital. 

D. C——, aged twenty-one, was brought to the hospital on 
April 2nd, 1864, baving been stabbed behind the ramus of the 
right jaw, about one inch below the tewporo-maxillary articu- 
lation, the knife used being a long, narrow, thin-bladed one, 
Arterial blood was com ng from the wound, probably from the 
external carotid or one of i's branches. A graduated compress 
was applied to the wound, which stopped the ha and 
the man returned home. He came back again on the with 
a return of the bleeding, which was brought on by violent 
straining at stool. He had lost a large quantity of blood, 

On admission, a pulsating tumour could be felt in the situa- 
tion of the wound, extending about as low down as the angle of 
the jaw. This was laid open, and a large clot turned out, and 
on the introduction of the finger into the wound, it was foand 
that the knife had for some distance downwards and 
ramus, After the removal of the clot, 
digital 

was 
ing vessel or 

but ineffectually. He was unable to close the right 
eyelid, owing to the division of some branches of the portio 
dura, The hemorrhage was controlled until Mr. Partridge’s 
arrival at the hospital, when he determined to ligatare the 
common carotid. This was performed in the ordinary way by 
a longitudinal incision above the omo hyoid. No difficulties or 
irregularities presented themselves, and the hemorrhage ceased 
immediately the ligature was tightened. 

April 9th.—Slept well ; very drowsy; vision of right eye 
affected slightly; pupils equal ; hearing not affected ; skin hot; 
perspires freely. Pulse 80; respiration 58 ; right radial faller 
than left. 

10:h.—Both wounds looking healthy ; ~—a of pain in 
swallowing ; slight pulsation in right temporal artery ; mouth 
drawn slightly to lele side ; still indistinctness of vision of right 
eye; pulse 82; respiration 40. 

14th.—Can see equally well with both eyes; pulse 60; re- 
spiration 24. Has some symptoms of pneumonia, 

1Sth.—Kespiration only 18 ; the pulse in both radials is now 


Henry Bence Jones, M.A., M.D. ; Sir Roderick Impey Mar- equal, After a fit of coughing, some blood began to ooze from 
K.C.B.; William Odling, M.B.; Professor William | the original wound (stab), 


This was controlled by a 


19th.—The ligature came away eleven days after the ope- 
ration. Pulse better ; respiration 16. 
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2ist.—Pulse 66 ; respiration 22. The bleeding came on fre- 
quently from his exertions in coughing, and from the slackening 
of the compress, This com caused such cedema of the face 
from the pressure which hat to be applied to it that, on the 
next occasion of the hemorr the wound was plugged with 
lint soaked in tincture of perchloride of iron. This completely 
controlled it. 

25th.—There is a iarge and painful swelling on the right side 
of the face over the angle of the lower jaw, most likely a deep- 
seated abscess. 

26th.—A severe attack of rigorscame on, Ordered, twenty- 
five minims of laudanum; castor-oil and turpentine enema, 

29th.— No return of rigors; pulse and respiration more 


30th.—Complains of great pain behind the angle of the jaw, 
and great difficulty in swallowing from the pressure of this 
swelling, which increases in size and tenderness rapidly. This 
suppuration (as it was diagnosed to be) was so deep-seated and 
amongst so many important structures that it was not thought 


advisable at that time to open it. 
He to sink rapidly from this time, and to breathe with 
great di ty. The wound in the neck has almost healed, 


with the exception of a small portion of it, from which there 
is a slight discharge. 

May 7th.—He died suddenly. 

Autopsy.—There was a large deep wound behind the jaw, 
passing downwards and backwards, Under the jaw there was 
a abscess, extending deeply behind the ramus. There 
‘was considerable supra-glottic edema, involving the epiglottis, 
It was found that one of the larger branches of the parotid gland 
had been divided, and that the trunk of the external carotid 
was untouched. The lungs were much gorged; the other 
organs healthy. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


TRISMUS ACCOMPANYING AN ULCER OVER THE FRONT OF 
THE DELTOID OF THE RIGHT ARM; RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Mr. Nunyx.) 


Tue notes of the following case were taken by Mr. Freeman, 

A stout, well-formed woman, aged twenty-four, was admitted 
Oct. 24th, 1863. Face flushed ; some degree of risus sardo- 
nicus ; constant nictitation ; jaw almost fixed ; muscles of the 
shoulder of left side and neck rigid. LExcruciating pain on the 
slightest movement. Situated on the upper third of the left 
upper arm is a circular ulcer about one inch in diameter, 
having sharply-cut indurated edges with a circumscribed 
pinkish areola. The discharge from the ulcer is greenish-yellow 
and rather offensive. General surface of the body moist and 
warm. Pulse 100 to 120. 

Three months since the patient observed a hard swelling, 
about the size of a small walnut, at the site of the ulcer; it 
‘was quite painless. One month since the surface of the lamp 

out, according to the patient’s account, and abundant 
offensive ent discharge followed ; since this event a con- 
stant dull dragging pain has been experienced down the left 
side of the neck and the left arm. . On the 19th of this month 
—five days, that is, before admission—some stiffness about the 
lower jaw, with difficulty of mastication, was observed by the 
patient, On the 20th this had much increased, and the jaw 
was odically closed within a quarter of an inch, allowin 
only fluids to be taken. On the 22nd and 23rd the head 
become drawn towards the left shoulder, the jaw remaining in 
the same fixed condition. The appetite py pn but unable 
eam cgpeates, the jaw being immovable ; she was consti- 
pa 





Mr. Nunn saw the patient at one p.m. on the day of admis- 
sion, and ordered sulphate of quinine (a grain and a half) and 
tincture of hyoscyamus (half a drachm) in camphor mixture, 
4 be taken every four hours ; with sulphate-of-zine lotion to 


sore, 

Oct, 25th.—Slept badly ; frequent startings whilst dozing ; 
the trismus is the same as yesterday ; menstruation has com- 
menced ; 96; skin moist; only fluids can be swallowed. 
To have six ounces of wine, and to continue the quinine and 


us. 

26th.—Restless during the night; pulse 104; spasmodic 
action of the muscles closing the jaw, breising tongue, and 
causing great distress ; i 3} Constipation con- 
tinuing. Enema orde M flux ceased after twenty- 
four hours from commencement.—Eleven P.M.: Enema ; 


rspiration still excessive ; pulse 90; the trismus continues 
with some intensity. To take four drops of Fleming’s tincture 
ee Toy dy A 

—_— 120; mptoms same, 

more feeble ; aler very paint not improved in aspect. The 
aconite, with five-grain of iodide of jum, to be con- 
tinued.—Twelve noon: The patient has vomited, with great 
distress, uently since taking the iodide and aconite, — 
Five p.m: Violent spasms of the left arm ; the slightest noise 
or vibration increases the spasm. To omit the aconite, and 
again to take the quinine and hyoscyamus, 

28th.—Eleven a.m.: Jaw less rigid ; arm the same as yes- 
terday ; pulse 100 ; iration 28, chiefly abdominal. Kepeat 
enema. Dry-cupping from the occiput to the interscapular 
region ; cupping to be repeated at ten P.M. Ln pe re 
and quinine us Lotion containing tincture of » to 
be applied to the sore.—Eleven P.M: Difficult; of swallowing 
act Pemeanens tnagen Gp Sen by the teeth ; 
respiration more calm ; pulse 136. ’ , 

29th.—Eleven A.M. : pe weet respiration thoracic. 
Dry-cupping to be repeated.—Kleven p.m.: Easier, 

30th.—Twelve noon: Slept soundly during the night for 
several hours ; spasm not so urgent. . 

Nov. lst.—Yesterday the same as usual ; the sore sluggish. 
To take fifteen drops of the iquor of bichloride of mercury 
with four of Battley’s sedative solution every four hours, 

2nd.—Slept quietly during the night ; 120, 

4th. —Uleer filling up. 

5th.—No spasm of the arm since yesterday. 

6th.—Spasm of arm and jaw almost ceased. 

9th.—Improving. Can protrude the tongue more than a 
third of its length. : 

11th.—Still an occasional spasm of the muscles of the jaw, 
but of a slight character ; pulse 120. 

13th.—Sat up for the first time since admission. 

24th. — Speech perfect ; ulcer has healed ; pulse 96. To take 
tincture decoction of cinchona and nitric acid. 

Dec, 2nd.—Cicatrix of ulcer the size of a shilling. 

8th.—Discharged ; health restored. 

The symptoms of a tetanic nature were in this case at first so 
marked that only a very doubtful prognosis could be ventured 
upon. The action of remedies was striking. The quinine and 
hyoscyamus was distinctly beneficial, as was also, in the latter 
part of the case, the bichloride of mercury with opium on the 
condition of the sore. The dry cupping afforded apparently 
great relief. Mr. Nunn ordered the dry cupping over the 
of the neck to modify, if ible, the circulation of the 
oblongata. Mr. Nunn believes that the cause of tetanus (what- 
ever that may be) expends its energy on that part of the 
cerebro-spinal axis situated about the floor of the fourth ven- 
tricle. It is certainly in the nerves having origin in that 
neighbourhood that tetanic manifestations first occur, Mr. 
Nunn states that he has on several occasions discovered an ab- 
normal redness in the floor of the fourth ventricle in cases of 
tetanus, The leading features of the case above detailed were 
as follows :—Intense pain in the arm, rigidity of the muscles of 
the neck of the affected side, the lock-jaw, convulsive move- 
ments of the muscles of the arm, the peculiarity (chancre-like) 
of the sore, the excited pulse, profuse sweats, and constipation. 

Some months after di from hospital the sore again re- 
turned, but mach modified, and without being accompanied by 
trismus. 


CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 


COMPLETE DISLOCATION OF THE ASTRAGALUS FORWARDS 
AND OUTWARDS ; EXCISION OF THE BONE. 
(Under the care of Mr. Canton.) 

Durie the first six weeks of the current session several of 
the larger operations have been performed at this hospital, in- 
cluding the removal of the superior maxilla, two cases of Piro- 
goff’s amputation and one of Chopart’s, amputation of the 
forearm and of the leg, and excision of the head of the humerus 
and of the astragalus. From amongst these we select the fol- 
lowing case(the notes of which were furnished by Mr. W. Travers, 
resident medical officer) of dislocation of the astragalus, wherein 
it was found necessary to excise the bone, The symptoms are 
very accurately described, and show that not only was the 
bone displaced forwards and outwards, but at the same time it 





was twisted on its long axis, so that the dislocation was com- 
plete. Reduction under such circumstances was found to be 
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impracticable, anc and it was deemed the more prudent course to 
excise it, in carrying out which measure a part of the bone 
was ling emy' condition. 

Ww. P—_-, , a tailor residing at Holloway, was 
simitied earn night Sunday, Oct. with a dislocation 
¢ the astragalus of the right foot forwards and outwards, He 

that some two hours previous, whilst walking Jin the 

fi ds in his neighbourhood, it being very dark, he stumbled 

into a dry ditch about two feet in depth, his foot twisting 
er 

When admitted, the ankle appeared much distorted, the foot 
being inverted, and its outer side resting on the The 
outer malleolus was very prominent, and the skin over it ex- 
tremely tense. Immediately 1 Oe ak nearly on 
the same level, was a hard projecting s ape 
smooth and rounded at its margin—being beg hed: ap- 
pearance, the navicelar articnlating surface of 
Pape pe pep eh eg 
being in its natural ue position, This portion of the astra- 
galus_-its head—seemed to rest on the calcaneum and cuboid 
bones at their junction; the skin over this part was very 
pe one leon and already discoloured. The upper articu- 

surface of the bone could be distinctly felt internal to 
ant? th the aed ig og The mig «7 Nes gem 
could not be distinguish gZ, as it were, in 
soft parts forming the inner side of the foot. The arch of the 
apdted gino | lost, and the length of the heel diminished. 
It therefore, not to be a mere dislocation of the bone 
forwards and outwards, but that, in addition, the astragalus 
was twisted on its own long axia. 

Chloroform was administered, and reduction attempted, but 
in vain. After « consultation with his colleagues, Mr. Canton 
excised the astragalus by makin Reig etag-y leet 
mencing just above the outer snafeclan it forwards 
around the mo pregeting, bend of the dbeneiion am terminating 
beneath the same malleolus. Reflecting this flap, the he 
head of the Sees Gah seen projecting ; it was seized, the ad- 
hering ligamentous structures carefully dissected away, and 
the entire bone removed. Tt was then found that a portion of 
the sesseuees sod interas! eagle wes broken off and remained 
in a comminuted still adherent to the internal lateral 
Ronee Oe ee i 9 a any of the head was also 


margin 

together, a8 on 2 ion opin ‘ths foot pi M adjated, tod 

an t with a plece was adjus an 

a) yaad oe favourably up to the present time, 
and it is expected & good recovery will ensue, 





ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 


CAULIFLOWER EXCRESCENCE OF THE OS UTERI ; REMOVAL 
BY THE WIRE-ROPE ECRASEUR ; CLINICAL REMARKS. 
(Under the care of Dr. Gramy Hewrrr.) 

Tue subject of this case, E. R——, aged thirty-three, was 
admitted on the 13th August, 1863. She was married, and had 
had three children—the youngest eight years previously. The 
catamenia had been regular up to four months before admission, 
since which time there had been an almost constant but slight 
escape of fluid, more or less tinged with blood, from the vagina. 
When not tinged with blood the discharge was brownish. Oc- 
casionally a profuse watery discharge was observed. She had 
for some months previously failed rapidly in health ; the com- 
plexion was pale and the expression anxious; and she had 
sensibly lost flesh, There were frequent pains in the pelvic 
region. 

On examination, the upper part of the ina was found 
occupied by = mass as large as a hen’s egg, oe te ant 
continuous with the os uteri. Above the tumour the cervix 
uteri was found not considerably increased in thickness, and 
the Sines eet 200 lnmeeenl & sion, poop we nee 

in , con such an impression as wou 
produced by a piece of sponge, in the substance of which were 
embedded large-sized shot. t bled when touched, but was not 
sensitive, Dr. Graily Hewitt decided on removing the tumour, 
Mr. Lane, sen., who saw the case with him, concurring in the 
propriety of an Prior to this, however, the patient’s 
pet gel generally were recruited by liberal diet, 


On bor ahh she had much improved in health, and 
forthwith performed, The tumour was re- 


the operation was 














moved by c on tting throngh the cervix uteri, maeeetieele above 
the tumour, by the wire-rope écraseur constructed by Dr. Hicks. 
The immediate result of this operation was very satisfactory, 
and on October 7th she left the hospital exceedingly benefited 
in every respect. 
In the course of his clinical remarks to the class on the fore- 
going case, Dr. Graily Hewitt observed that there were com- 
paratively few cases of cauliflower excrescence of the os uteri 
which admitted of operation, it being too frequent an occur- 
rence that either the body of the uterus is implicated by ex- 
tension of the disease (which is of a cancerous nature) to that 
a of the organ, or that the cervix is not found sufficiently 
thy to warrant the belief that all the diseased mass can be 
conveniently removed, In this case, however, the circum- 
stances were all very favourable for operation : the body of the 
uterus apparently sound, the neck of the tumour also unaffected, 
and the iameter of the part to be cut through small. He be- 
lieved that the removal of the growth was beneficial to the 
= even supposing that the uterus higher up eventually 
the seat of cancerous disease, the patient being saved 
the profuse debilitating loss attending the ulceration of the 
wth while in process of disintegration. Further, although 
the probabilities were against complete recovery in such a case 
as the foregoing, the patient at all events was given the benefit 
of the doubt, and as far as possible placed under favourable 
ditions for recovery. An anal liberal diet should 
ways be adopted in these cases, and the farther progress of 
the disease would be best averted or postponed by attention 
to this. The change effected in the appearance of the patient 
during her two month! subjection to a nourishing and support- 
ing diet was very 
ith reference to the operation itself, Dr. Graily Hewitt 
remarked that the instrument used was a very convenient one, 
the flexibility of the rope admitting of its easy adjustment. 
The rope was, however, liable to break, and hence different- 
sized ropes should be kept ready. The rope first used in this 
case, with twenty strands of wire, broke. A second rope, with 
twenty-five strands of wire, cut through the cervix readily. 
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ON DIFFERENT MODES BY WHICH CONSTITUTIONAL SYPHILIS 
MAY BE COMMUNICATED. 


BY HENRY LEE, ESQ., F.R.C.3 


Unstim within a comparatively short period, the author ob- 
served, it was of late years a well- aie webveinilly received 
opinion in Europe, that Typhilie could only be communicated by 
A pores He syp itic sore; that a chancre which was followed 
mptoms was always the result of contact with 

onan a similar affection. Great and grievous have 

been the injuries inflicted by this theory both on single and on 
married For anyone who in a way had contracted 


tracted the i ome it way, and wan not unfrequetly 
most wijetig excladed from society. More than this: Cases 
not unfrequently occurred, and have occurred under the author’s 
own observation, where legal proceedings have been threatened 
or on aateatiy carried into execution, in ae cues ence of a person 
having, as was supposed, contracted isease after mar- 
riage, the parties instituting the proceedings being misled by 
the doctrine which then grovel, The following case was 
given in illustration :—A gentleman who had had syphilis mar- 
ried. A few months afterwards his wife was found to have 
some indurated tubercles about the labia, with yee sey» 0 
a ee glands. A secondary eruption 
Ry friends of the lady ascertained the aature of the 
disease, being instru according to the prevailin theory, 
accused the husband of having been aunfaithtal after Papen 
In this stage of the case the question was put to the 
author, ‘‘Can the husband have given the disease to his wife 
without himeelf having had a primary chancre 7’ Mr. Lee was 
enabled here entirely to clear the husband's character as far as 
his conduct subsequent to his — was concerned, 
AA 
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Nor is the evil which this false theory has produced restricted 
to private life. Many and various have been the plans sug- 
gested for the prevention of the extension of disease amongst 
our soldiers and sailors; but while much pains have been at | 
times bestowed to prevent the contagion of primary disease, 
comparatively little attention has been given to the subject of | 
the equally contagious nature of certain secondary affections, | 
It is to be hoped that the Government Commission appointed | 
to investigate this subject will now take into its consideration 
the whole of the facts calculated to illustrate the real nature 
of the disease, the best mode of preventing its extension, and 
the most approved methods of treatment. 

Scarcely six years have elapsed since a most eloquent and 
able course of lectures was delivered in this room, the principal 
aim and object of which was to prove that the whole series of 
secondary syphilitic affections were not inoculable, and most 
carefully and fully did the talented author of those lectures 
express the opinions which were then generally received. 
Since that time the subject had not, Mr. Lee believed, been 

ht fully under the notice of this Society, and he had ven- 
therefore, to do so upon the present occasion. 
Cases were then read illustrating the communication of the 
disease to a healthy woman from a diseased child by means of 
an indurated ulcer on the breast, and the communication of the 
disease by vaccino-syphilitic inoculation, 

Numerous other cases of vaccino syphilitic inoculation havé 
now been recorded ; and Dr. Viennois quite recently commu- 
nicated to the Medical Congress at Lyons two fresh observa- 
tions in addition to those which had previously been collected. 
On the 15th of May, 1862, six children were vaccinated. Five 
out of the six between three and four weeks afterwards had 
indurated ulcers on the inoculated parts, Each one of these 
five children communicated the disease to members of its own 
family, so that twenty-three persons were infected from this 
single source. The mothers and nurses of these children had 
first a chancre on the breast. The fathers of the children and 
the fathers of the nurses remained healthy until some form of 
secondary disease appeared on the private parts of the mothers 
and nurses, and then the husbands in some cases contracted 
the disease, which appeared in the form of a primary chancre. 
In a second case mentioned by Dr. Viennois, two children 
were vaccinated from the same source, and at the expiration 
of thirty-five days they both had an indurated chancre upon 
the inoculated parts, 

Dr. Viennois had proposed, in order to prevent the recur- 
rence of such s2rious mischief, that the inoculation of the cow- 
pox or the horse-pox from the animals themselves should be 
substituted for the ordinary mode of vaccination ; and it ap- 
peared that at Naples there actually exists an establishment 
for the purpose of carrying out this idea, The cow-pox is 
there inoculated on heifers. These heifers are driven about to 
different parts of the town as a are here for the pur- 
pose of furnishing donkeys’ milk. hen anyone wishes his 
children to be vaccinated, a heifer is brought to the door; 
the driver removes a vesicle with a pair of scissors and gives it 
to the doctor on a pair of forceps, who then vacciuates the 
children with its contents. The fee for this kind of vaccination 
is five francs. “The author observed that in speaking of 
vaccination our foreign neighbours very frequently used the 
term ‘‘ vaccine nustule,” and he had reason to believe that 
want of accuracy here might lead to some very serious mis- | 
takes, The vaccine poison produced a disease which essentially 
was not pustular. The vaccine lymph, examined under the 
microscope, contained no pus-globules at the time when it was 
fit for use. If the vesicle were allowed to remain, no doubt | 
pus-globules would be formed ; and if the purulent fluid were | 
inoculated, a suppurating sore might be produced instead of | 
the proper vaccine vesicle. Attention to the nature of the | 
inoculated fluid he (Mr. Lee) believed to be very important, | 
and thought that many of the ‘‘ bad arms” seen after vaccina- 
tion might depend upon other matters besides the pure lymph | 
having been inoculated. There could be no doubt, he re- | 
marked, that the action which produced a pustule was one of | 
an entirely different nature to that which produced a vesicle ; | 
and unless these two actions were practically distinguished, 
medical men ran a great risk of inoculating a different disease 
to that which was intended, In these observations he did not 
allude to the presence of any separate specific poison in the 
inoculated matter, but simply to the kind of action which was 
intended to be communicated by the operation. If pus were 
inoculated, a pustule would probably result ; it would be a 
suppurative action, and liable to all the complications which 
occasionally follow suppuration in a part. The author was in- 
formed by Mr. Tomkins, of the National Vaccine Establish- 
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ment, that he had seen very serious constitutional effects follow 
the inoculation of the cow-pox taken from the cow. How far 
such effects depend upon pus being inoculated instead of 
lymph demanded our serious consideration. In the interest of 
science, we were called upon carefully to distinguish these two 
actions, and in practice certainly vaccination should never be 
performed with matter taken from a pustule. 

In the year 1854 the author published some lectures on 
syphilis which had been delivered the previous year at the 
Lock Hospital ; and, in the fourth lecture, he dwelt upon the 
two kinds of results produced by syphilitic inoculation. He 
then stated : ‘‘ In one case the appearances are in their origin— 
those of the adhesive inflammation ; in the other, of the sup- 
purative inflammation. And these constitute two very different 

of disease, both in respect to the local affections and their 
constitutional consequences,”* At this time every syphilitic in- 
oculation was generally supposed to produce a “‘ pustule”; and 
the production of this tule was not only taken as the sure 
evidence of the syphilitic nature of the disease, but as a test 
for the necessity of giving mercury for its cure. Had we earlier 
learnt to distinguish the different kinds of morbid action which 
syphilitic inoculation gives rise to, much of the confusion which 
has reigned with regard to this branch of knowledge would 
have been avoided. It is now generally admitted that real 
syphilitic inoculation does not produce a pustule ; that the dis- 
ease which infects a patient’s constitution commences as an 
abrasion, a pimple, or a tubercle ; that the disease which does 
produce a pustule when inoculated is a disease of an entirely 
different kind, and that its effects are entirely local. Those 
who, therefore, maintained that the production of a pustule by 
inoculation was an indication for the administretion of mercury, 
were advocating exactly the reverse of that which more recent 
observation has established. 

There can be no doubt bat that the real infecting form of 
syphilis, commencing with a form of adhesive action, will, 
during some period of the existence of the primary affection, 
give rise to a puriform secretion, just as the vaccine disease 
will, after the ninth or tenth day, produce some pus-globules ; 
but that does not in any way prevent us from recognising the 
essential characters of the disease, in its origin and in the in- 
duration which is subsequently produced, as quite distinct in 
one case as in the other from any purely suppurative action. 
Mr. Lee was led to dwell somewhat upon this subject as the 
distinction which he drew between the two kinds of syphilitic 
sores as far back as 1854 has been called in question by some of 
our continental brethren. They have said that a true chancre 
will secrete pus; a fact which Mr. Lee had always allowed. 
And so, he observed, will a vaccine vesicle, especially if irri- 
tated. 

In one case as in the other the disease begins without sup- 
puration ; and, if accidental causes of irritation be prevented, 
a very few days will leave the disease marked by the circular 
induration, and unaccompanied by any suppurative action what- 
ever. One of the author’s critics had supposed that in some 
drawings published last year of the microscopical appearances 
of the secretions of the two different kinds of syphilitic sores 
Mr. Lee had fallen into a mistake from not knowing the ap- 
pearances of a pus-cell under the microscope. Mr, Lee thought 
he might at least have escaped this criticism had he mentioned 
that his friend, Prof. Beale, had been good enough to make the 
drawings in question for bim. 

The two kinds of action which were now described were very 
important, as enabling us to understand some forms of inocula- 
tion which otherwise would appear to follow no fixed law ; 
particularly cases in which there has been a twofold inocula- 
tion, and where a mixed form of chancre has resulted. Sach 
cases are not unfrequently observed in practice, but the evi- 
dence of their twofold origin is there not so satisfactory as if it 
had been the result of experiment. The evidence from direct 
inoculation is not, however, wanting. M. Melchior Robert 
has shown that if the secretions from the two kinds of chancres 
be inoculated by a single puncture on a healthy person, a soft 
chancre originating in a pustule will first appear, and subse- 
quently an indurated chancre followed by secondary symptoms. 
M. Lindwarm has proved that if the secretion from an indurated 
sore be inoculated on a soft or suppurating sore, that sore will 
gradually be transformed into an indurated chancre, which will 
be followed by secondary symptoms; and M. Rollet has often 
demonstrated the fact that if the pus from a simple chancre be 
placed on the surface of an indurated sore, the affection will 
assume all the characters of the ‘‘ mixed chancre.” 

The limits of the present communication would not allow the 
author to go more fully into the subjects of the different kinds 

* Pathological and Surgical Observations, 
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of secondary affections which are communicable by inoculation, 
nor of the inoculability of different kinds of secretion, as the 
milk, and the semen derived from a syphilitic subject. He 
would only remark, that, as far as his own knowledge went, 
he was not prepared to admit the inoculability of any secretion 
derived from a poe subject without some increased or 
diseased action in organ producing that secretion, Thus, 
the saliva from a syphilitic person with a healthy mouth would 
not, so far as he knew, eee syphilis in another person. 
The milk from a healthy breast of a syphilitic woman would 
not produce the disease in the mouth of a child. The semen 
from a syphilitic person with healthy organs of generation 
would not produce syphilis by being brought into contact with 
the mucous membrane of the vagina. But let any of the parts 
become diseased, or let them be subject to increased action in 
a syphilitic person, and then the secretions from those organs 
have a power which they had not before, and might communi- 
cate the disease directly to any part with which they came in 
contact, The following case was given in illustration :— 

_A gentleman requested to know what was the matter with 
him, and was informed that he had a chancre which would 
infect his constitution. He said it was impossible, as he had 
never seen but one person, whom he had known for a long time, 
who had nothing the matter with her, and who was quite 
willing to be examined if the fact were doubted. This person 
was accordingly examined. The mucous membrane of the 
vagina was red and congested, and a muco-purulent discharge 
issued from the vagina. There was no sore or abrasion of any 
part. On examining the chest and arms a distinct syphilitic 
eruption was visible, which she said she had had for some 
years, and believed to be the “‘ nettle-rash.” It was then ap- 
parent in this case that the man had not been infected by this 
person, although in the way of becoming so, until, from some 
cause or other, some local increased or diseased action was pro- 
duced in the organs of generation, and that then the secretion 
from those parts was inoculable. In this case the patient 
she 


obtained the certificates of two medical men to say 
was free from disease, 
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Practical and Pathological Researches on the various forms of 
Paralysis. By Epwarp Merryonx, M.D. &c, pp. 215. 
London : Churchill and Sons, 

Tue advances which have recently been made in our know- 
ledge of the anatomy and physiology of the nervous centres, 
especially of the spinal cord, medulla oblongata, and sympa- 
thetic system, have the strongest claims on the attention of the 
pathologist and the practitioner in nervous diseases, The light 
which has been already thrown from this quarter on some of 
the most obscure and complicated forms of paralysis is full of 
hope for the future. A familiar acquaintance with the minute 
anatomy of the nervous centres in their healthy state is not 
only indispensable for an available examination of their morbid 
parts after death, but will also be found of value by suggesting 
the observation of particular points in the record of cases during 
life, 

In the work under notice, the author has very properly in- 
troduced his subject by a sketch of the anatomy and physiology 
of the spinal cord and medulla oblongata, gleaned from the 
works of Stilling, Lockhart Clarke, Brown-Séquard, Van der 
Kolk, Claude Bernard, Dubois-Reymond, and some others ; 
but this sketch by no means comprises all that is necessary to 
be known by those who desire to study the diseases of the 
nervous system with the greatest possible success. 

The succeeding chapters of the book are occupied by the 
description and treatment of the different forms of paralysis : 
1, from affections of the spinal cord ; 2, from affections of the 
brain ; 3, from blood-poisoning ; 4, from reflex action; 5, from 
progressive disease of the nervous centres, Of most of these 
forms of disease the author has given a good and usefal account, 
illustrated by numerous cases, not only from his own expe- 
rience, but from that of other practitioners, both English and 
foreign, Occasionally, however, there is a want of method or 
precision in the arrangement of his matter, arising sometimes 





from a habit of introducing in the middle of the subject any 
physiological inferences or questions that the facts may appear 
to support. Not that we deem such inferences or questions, 
when briefly and sparingly stated, objectionable in a work on 
practical medicine; but we think that they should be kept 
apart, or expressed in the form of notes, so that the reader’s 
attention to the main subject may not, of necessity, be inter- 
rupted. 

“» In the third chapter, paralysis from apoplexy is described in 
sufficient detail, and illustrated by many instructive cases ; but 
the matter is not always very methodically or clearly arranged, 
nor are the cases always directly to the point, On the subject of 
facial paralysis, after relating a case in illustration, Dr. Meryon 
continues thus—‘‘It has been affirmed that the facial nerve is 
seldom or never affected by cerebral disease ; but this appeared 
to me and to my friend, Dr, Hodgkin, an unequivocal example, 
althought he patient could well-nigh close the right eye, which 
M. Troussean is disposed to think cannot be done when the portio 
dura is affected.” (page 83.) He then proceeds to notice other 
symptoms in the case, which lead him quite away from the 
subject of facial paralysis, to which, however, he returns to 
point out the difference between paralysis of the portio dura 
arising from cerebral disease, and that which is due to affections 
of the nerve only:—‘‘ The power over the orbicularis palpebra- 
rum,” he continues, ‘‘is the only perceptible difference; and 
Dr. Cazalis, of the Salpétritre, has described the imperfectly 
palsied lid as a diagnostic sign of facial paralysis dependent on 
intra-cranial hemorrhage, and the perfectly fixed lid as indica- 
tive of affections of the nerve only. M. Trousseau adds, that in 
intra-cranial disease the muscle answers to a galvanic current, 
but not so in affections of the nerve itself. MM. Duchenne and 
Vulpian have verified this fact.” (p. 85.) 

After touching upon facial paralysis arising from lesions of the 
medulla oblongata, in which the paralysis is on the side opposite 
the lesion, the author passes to apoplexy of the pons Varolii, of 
which two interesting cases are related. He then proceeds to 
the subject of apoplexy of the cerebellum and cerebrum, dis- 
cussing at some length the merits of the discrepancies of opinion 
between Dr. Marshall Hall and Dr. Todd with regard to the 
degree of irritability in paralysed muscles as a means of dia- 
gnosis between spinal and cerebral paralysis, Next come the 
subjects of paralysis from red and white softening of the brain ; 
from embolism, induration, tumours, tubercle, and cancer ; all 
of which are very ably described and illustrated by numerous 
cases, 

Chapters IV. and V. are devoted to paralysis from blood- 
poisoning and from reflex action ; and Chapter VL., which con- 
cludes the work, is ocupied with an account of the ‘‘pro- 
gressive forms of paralysis,” comprising paralysis of the insane, 
ataxie locomotrice, and paralysis from atrophy or degeneration 
of the voluntary muscles. The first of these subjects is very 
imperfectly treated. The account is that originally given by 
Calmeil, and, so far as it goes, is good ; but the inquiries of 
subsequent observers on the symptoms, and especially on the 
pathology, of the disease are much neglected. No allusion 
whatever is made to the important observations of Wedl, 
Rokitansky, and Dr. Sankey* on the state of the bloodvessels 
of the brain in most cases of paresis. 

The section on Paralysis from Granular Degeneration of the 
Voluntary Muscles is thoughtfully written, but faulty from omis- 
sions like those just mentioned, and from the one-sided way in 
which the subject is treated. This granular degeneration the 
author identifies with the “ atrophie musculaire progressive” 
of the French, and considers as an ‘‘idiopathic disease of the 
muscles, dependent, perhaps, on defective nutrition, just as 
there is an idiopathic disease of the bones.” (p. 211.) “ That 
it is in no degree affected by the cerebro-spinal system,” he 
argues, ‘‘ may be inferred from the absence of any structural 
change in the brain, spinal cord, or nerves.” (p. 205.) “ And 


* Journal of Mental Science, January, 1864. 
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although I have hoped to see my epinion refuted by the demon- 
stration of a nervous origin, it has been endorsed by most 
pathologists who have investigated the subject.” (p. 200.) It 
is strange that Dr. Meryon should make such assertions, for he 
cannot be ignorant of the published fact that unequivocal and 
often extensive lesions of the spinal cord have been discovered 
by Mr. Lockhart Clarke in every case of muscular atrophy that 
he Has examined. The mode in which the nervous centres have 
hitherto been examined in this disease is quite insufficient for 
the detection of any but the most obvious and common lesions; 
while it has been shown by Mr. Clarke that minute spots of 
disorganization may be scattered through the substance of a 
cord which, under ordinary examination, would be considered 
as healthy. Without, however, denying that muscular atrophy 
may in some instances constitute an ** idiopathic” disease, or 
be independent of a nervous origin, we are inclined to the 
opinion that in by far the majority of cases it is due to some 
lesion of the nervous system. 

We have candidly indicated the points we consider to be 
open to amendment in Dr. Meryon’s work ; yet are happy to 
be able to speak of it, as a whole, as a scholarly and thoughtfal 
treatise, bearing evidence of acute judgment, much clinical ob- 
servation, and a cultivated mind. It is the work of a good 
physician, a scholar, and a gentleman, 





THE PRIZE CATTLE SYSTEM. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str,—The avowed object of the English prize cattle system, 
and that for which the Smithfield Club was originally insti- 
tuted, in 1798, is to discover ‘‘the best method of rearing 
cattle used for food ;” in other words, how to produce animal 
food for human consumption. Here, then, is a national ob- 
ject worthy of any intellect and enterprise, for it has in view 
that kind of food out of which mainly come the physical 
strength and mental vigour of the community. 

Professing this great philanthropic object, it was immediately 
abandoned in practice ; the Club being identified with the class- 
interest of breeders and feeders, who seek only to turn their 
capital—often very limited—round in the shortest possible 
period for re-investment. Consequently, quantity or weight 
became the standard of merit, and, as fat is most readily pro- 
duced at the earliest age, fat-production became the measure 
of such merit, and early maturity the ruling principle of stock- 
rearing—observe, still professedly for human consumption. 

Accordingly we find from the records of the Club* that ‘‘ the 
committee appointed at the first meeting came to the decision 
of i premiums for the best beast of above a certain 
weg: 


Again, ‘‘in 1831 distinct medals were offered for long-woolled 
sheep and for short-woolled sheep; and from 1841, the one-year- 
old sheep only were qualified to compete for them, the object 
being to secure extra attention being paid to early maturity.” 
Pursuing this course, ‘‘in 1846 a gold medal was offered for the 
best pen of pigs exhibited in the classes.” 

Thus fat, fatter, and fattest beasts at the earliest age were 
successively produced. But, as if to show the perversity with 
which this erroneous principle was pursued, so early as the year 
1817 the President, John Duke of Bedford, gravely suggested 
‘* whether the ends for which the Club was associated were not 
now sufficiently answered,” a resolution which elicited the 
following unanimous counter-resolution by Sir John Sinclair :— 
“*That the late exhibitions, and the present one in particular, 
show that the improvements in live stock are yet in successful 

as to the essential points of disposition to fatten, early 
maturity, and consequent cheapness of production, and that 
further and greater benefits may be rendered to the community 
by the continuance of these exertions ; under these impressions 
it is the decided opinion of this meeting that the Club should 
continue, and receive the utmost support from its members.” 

In 1857, above fifty years after the foundation of this system 
and its metropolitan representative, the Smithtield Club, I re- 
solved to test their principle by its results in reference to the 


* The Smithfield Club: A Condensed History of its Origin and Progress, 
By Brandreth Gibbs, Hon, Sec,, &e. 1857. 





question originally proposed ; my criterion of value being the 
nutritive quality of any animal food thus produced for human 
consumption. This, obviously, could only be determined by 
post-mortem examination of the animals brought to early ma- 
tarity. The results of this new inquiry, published as ‘‘ Evil 
Results of Over-feeding Cattle” are familiar to the profession. 
The heart and other organs more or less essential to life had 
undergone fatty degeneration, and there was notable deteriora- 
tion of the flesh throughout the bodies of such animals. 

Now it may be urged that, during the past few years, the 
tendency to excessive fat-production has been declining, 
and is no longer, apparently, the raling principle. Assuredly 
this happy change has been effected. Compelled by the force 
of téuth, the enlightenment of public opinion, and by the 
general press, the Club have advanced anomalously by going 
backwards, They have progressed by retracing their steps. 
‘* Fat-production” has now subsided into “early maturity” so- 
called, a fallacy no less fatal to the perfect production of animal 
food in respect to its nutritive value. And, indeed, early 
maturity necessarily issues in the predominant production of 
fat. Quantity still overrules quality. 
. The fallacy of this principle will be readily detected and 
exposed by anatomists, physiologists, and pathologists—by, in 
fact, members of the medical profession, I need only remind them 
that maturity represents the climax of a natural process, in 
which, therefore, time is an essential el t. The appointed 
period of development cannot be shortened without also 
shortening the process itself and thus forfeiting the issue 
thereof—maturity of development. The result will then be 
prematurity—i.e., a product before the time only, but imper- 
fect. Any artificial process may possibly be shortened in point 
of time, as manufacture by machinery, but the process itself 
cannot be abridged without an imperfect result. In any 
natural process, however, as that of cattle-rearing, the requisite 
period of duration is exactly adjusted, and cannot be redaced 
without taking from the process itself, by omitting more or 
less, and thus impairing the result, And, in reducing the 

riod assigned by Nature for the maturity of a particular 
er or species, the attempt to anticipate by coercion—in 
short, high-pressure feeding against time, is attended with 
a corresponding disproportionate accumulation of fat, resulting 
probably in fatty degeneration, and representing the super- 
fluous food as compared with the period of growth and develop- 
ment, That such has been the result of early matarity, so-called, 
was shown by my investigations; and such must continue to be 
the probable result so long as the early fattening of cattle is 
considered equivalent to maturity. 

A word in conclusion. It has been speciously argued that 
the design of this and other such clubs is, not to exhibit prize 
stock as themselves specimens of human food—far from that,— 
but only as exaggerated produce, to show what can be done, 
and determine thereby which breeds are most worthy of culti- 
vation. But such animals are samples of the system prevalent 
throughout this country; and if its ruling principle be the 
earliest maturity, manifested by excessive fat-production, albeit 
symmetrically distributed over the body, those breeds are selected 
and cultivated which have this inborn tendency to disease. 
Where, then, is the safeguard of health, and where the guaran- 
tee of the nutritive quality of animal food thus produced? _ 

Let this, or any other system, be tested conclusively by its 
results, which can alone be determined by post-mortem exami- 
nation of the produce, and the application of scientific know- 
ledge, anatomical and chemical. That alone is the pathway to 
fature progress—a vast hygienic inquiry worthy of the highest 
professional research and organization ; for of the dietetic value 
of animals reared for food we are, or should be, the immediate 
overseers and arbitrators, : 

Meanwhile, the poking of obese animals in their ribs, hand- 
ling their flanks, &c., prove nothing but the question of fat- 
production, or its pseudonym, early maturity—a fallacy, if not 
a fraud, in relation to the public. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
Freperick James Gant, F.R.C.S., 
Pathological Anatomisi to the Royal Free Hospital, 
Grenville-street, Dec. 7th, 1864. 





Tar Geyerat Mepicat Councrt.—The adjourned 
meeting of the Branch Medical Council for the further consi- 
deration of Clauses 20, 31, and 40 of the Medical Act, with a 
view to their amendment at the approaching session of Parlia- 
ment, will take place on the 23rd inst. No time, therefore, 
should be lost by the various Associations in forwarding peti- 
tions, to be addressed to the President (Dr. Burrows), at 32, 
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| application of its principles must—to use the words of Mr. 
ALEXANDER—“‘ be regulated by the nature of the case.” And, 
farther, ‘‘a man actually seeing the case must be the best 
| judge of the potency of any remedy to be used.” This truism, 
| in the practice of the medical and surgical professions, is sug- 
| gestive, on the one hand, of the necessity of the exercise of 


| independent jadgment within the range of acknowledged 


LONDON: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1864. 


Tue recent action of Wnicut v. Davies is suggestive of 
many considerations of paramount importance to every member 
of the medical profession. It illustrates a system of legal ter- 
rorism which imperatively demands repression. As matters at 
present stand, it is within the power of any individual who 
may have been under medical or surgical treatment to take the 


several preliminary steps which precede an action at law, and | 
to attempt at each stage of its progress to extort from the fears | 
or weakness of the defendant some compromise or concession | 
for a groundless claim, To avoid the inconvenience and wrong | 
attendant on such proceedings; to prevent the public acecn- | 
sation of professional incompetency, however ill-founded ; or, | 


it may be, to escape the certain expense of a costly defence 
against a pauper adversary, members of our profession have 
been known to pay away sums of money, comforting them- 
selves with the refiection that the first loss may also be the 
last. By so doing they have unwittingly invited further efforts 
of a similar character on the part of others equally unscrupu- 
lous, and at the same time have deprived themselves of the 
protection always derived from a previously unstained profes- 


sional reputation. When, however, it is otherwise deter- | 


mined on the part of the accused, and the resolution of re- 
sisting the attempted imposition is successfully carried out, 
the same routine as is illustrated in the case to which we have 
alluded not unusually occurs, The action was brought by an 
infant seven months old by his next friend, his father, against 
the defendant, a surgeon practising in Hampshire, for unskil- 


fally treating him for a disease of the left eye (purulent oph- | 


thalmia), by which the child lost the sight of it, It is un- 
necessary to enter with minuteness into an analysis of the evi- 


dence in support of the plaintiff's case. It is enough to add | 


that, with the approval of the Judge, ‘‘ the jury, after a short 
deliberation, found for the defendant.” Mr. Davirs so far 
stands relieved from the imputation of either gross ignorance 
or culpable negligence, one of which was essential for the 
maintenance of the action. The plaintiff will have to pay 
the taxed costs of the suit, and the defendant sustains con- 
siderable outlay as well as the public odium which more or less 
attaches itself to every professional man whose capability or 
experience is so impugned. 

We do not desire to discuss the treatment pursued on this 
occasion in the disease in question ; neither shall we offer 
any observations on the conduct of Mr. Mayrury and the 
opinions he expressed, during the absence of Mr. Davis, in 
reference to the practice that had been adopted, All right- 
minded members of the profession who have read the details 
have already formed their own judgment on these points) We 
regard the case from another point of view, as an illustration of 
the danger that besets the practice of the medical and surgical 
professions, and the facility that exists for instituting, without 
valid reasons, actions at law. In every inexact science, the 


scientific experience; and, on the other, is permissive of 
| variance in scientific opinions in reference to any assumed phy- 
sical condition. It thus occurs that scientific witnesses honestly 
| avow different opinions, and so give a colouring to actions of 
the nature under consideration. We are far from asserting 
that the present case was what is usually termed a “‘ specu- 
lative action.” We know nothing of the plaintiff, and recognise 
the defendant merely as a member of our profession. If these 
proceedings had as their foundation a bond-fde belief in injury 
sustained, we can only affirm that in that respect it differed 
from ninety-nine out of one hundred of edits of a similar cha- 


racter. The course usually pursued is somewhat of this natare : 
Some person not possessed of means sustains an injury. The 
treatment adopted admits of different opinions. The case 
comes within the knowledge of a modern Quirk, GAMMON, or 
Sxar. Damages are deliberately stated and gravely asked. 
It may be, through some fantastic freak of fortune or curious 
oversight in judgment, that a verdict is obtained. This is the 
highest luck that can occur, for then both damages and costs 
find their way into the pockets of the disinterested agent. It may 
be that, rather than be exposed to the scandal of a public trial, 
and the imputations it conveys, the defendant compromises, 
| This is the next best fortune for the plaintiff's adviser, as some- 
thing is got out of the affair. The worst that can happen is the 
payment of the money out of pocket in the event of the case 
coming to trial, and a verdict being given for the defendant ; and 
this outlay is usually secured previously. Under every circum- 
stance, though the plaintiff may win, the defendant is sure to 
| lose. Far be it from us to insinuate that practices of this nature 
| are pursued by the members of the attorney profession as a 
body. That profession includrs men of as unblemished honour 
| as any living. In the Law, 2s. in Medicine, there are some who 
prove unworthy of their assoviates, and to such only our obser- 
vations apply. The evil exists, and is recognised. What is 
| the remedy? We believe it rests in requiring the plaintiff 
| to find security for costs should it previously to the suit be 
| certified by the judge » » «ambers, or any other authority ap- 
| pointed for that pUrpO «, that there is reason to believe that 
the action is a frivolous one, or that it is speculative. There 
| are precedents for such a course. Parties residing beyond the 
jurisdiction of the court are, when instituting actions, required 
| to find security for costs. The same rule applies to many 
other circumstances within the discretion of the judge. Let 
| the principle receive a wider extension. We cannot anticipate 
any valid objections being raised as to the discretion of a 
single judge for determining prima facie the propriety of 
such security. In matters of greater importance they exer- 
cise undivided authority. There does not seem to be any 
just reason for anticipating that in the class of cases to 
which we allude there would be either a hindrance of justice or 
any undue impediment to its efficient exercise. Cases have 
recently occupied the attention of our courts of law where the 
dread of exposure on the part of the defendant constituted the 
plaintiff's only hope of success. This is usually the case in 
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actions instituted against the members of our profession. It is 
an evil deserving of the serious attention of those who wish our 
laws to continue to merit that public confidence they have 
hitherto so unreservedly received. 


<i 
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Suxce 1860 the scientific world of Paris has been witness to 
a discussion upon a resuscitated doctrine which it might have 
been supposed had been at length left quietly to sleep. But 
not so. The doctrine, like a ghost, had been laid many 
times before, but only to rise again. Every fresh epoch in 
science seemed to have power to summon it once more; and 
although apparently getting the worst of it every time it re- 
appeared, it nevertheless possessed a sort of dormant and tena- 
cious vitality that would never permit of a definite exorcism. 
Nor is it demolished yet. Its advocates and its enemies are, 
though somewhat exhausted, still skirmishing; and the last 
number of one of the most celebrated journals* of the French 
metropolis contains an article by M. J. Jamu in reference to 
it. The doctrine we allude to is that known of old as “ spon- 
taneous generation,” and which in modern days has been 
christened ‘‘ heterogenesis,” as opposed to the theory of 
** panspermia.” But there is now a definiteness of meaning 
about the former which it never had before; and however 
unproved or improbable the truth of it may be, there is 
at present nothing in it actually contrary to sound science, 
Its adherents are just as willing to join in the old adage, ‘‘ Ex 
nihilo nihil fit,” as they are in the modern one, ‘ All life pre- 
supposes life ;” and vice versd. To meet the doctrine with a 
sneer, then, is impossible, whatever may be the amount of 
unbelief with which it is greeted. 

The shape which spontaneous generation, under the new 
theory of heterogenesis, has now taken may be thus illustrated. 
When we remove a portion from a living vegetable or animal 
body it ceases to live as that body in its totality lives. The 
organic elements become free, and that portion of vitality 
which they possessed and continue to possess is unlinked, as it 
were, from the rest-of the life with which it was formerly in 
union. From being collective, the life that remains becomes 
individual, and is turned to account in animating vibriones, 
ciliated infusoria, fungi, and other such organisms, which, 
having their birth during the decomposition of a previously 
living body, enjoy a separate existence if surrounding circum- 
stances be favourable. In other words, it may be said that 
life under a certain form may be continued under another form, 
and which theory the term ‘‘ heterogenesis” has been coined to 
express, But it must be borne in mind that those who accept 
this belief do not for one moment imagine that life can spring 
out of inorganic matter merely. Such an idea is as inadmissible 
with them as it is with their opponents. All they suppose to 
be possible is, that the remains of a life which is about being 
extinguished may go to form the life of other and new beings 
lower down in the scale. 

The data upon which the doctrine of heterogenesis is founded 
are explained in a very different manner by others. According 
to them, the minute and lower orders of living organisms 
receive their vitality from progenitors whom they exactly 
resemble, and transmit it to descendants who are similar to 





* Revue des Deux Mondes, Nov. 1864; 2nde livraison, art. v.: “ Les 
Générations Spontanées.” 





themselves, If it happen —as it does— that we cannot be 
actual witnesses to such a birth, this should be ascribed to the 
mobility and minuteness of the animals themselves, rather 
than to the operation of such a process as heterogenesis, which 
appears to be opposed to the harmony of one of nature’s most 
general Jaws. The germs of these creatures are everywhere 
existing—-everywhere scattered far and wide; and are ready 
at a moment’s notice to germinate, whenever the surrounding 
environments be favourable, one of the most necessary of which 
would appear to be the presence of the decomposing remains of 
organic matter, 

It is evident, as M. Jammy points out, that these opposing 
views cannot be submitted to the scientific world for accept- 
ance with an equal chance of success. And this depends upon 
the method by which each theory works itself out. Hetero- 
genesis is based upon negation ; it can invoke only negative 
proofs. It assumes in the first place that no germs exist, nei- 
ther in the atmosphere nor in putrescible fluids; and, in the 
second place, that the spontaneous fecundity of putrescible 
fluids is not destroyed by killing such germs as may be sup- 
posed to exist in the atmosphere and in organic compounds, 
The panspermists maintain the contrary of all this, and call 
upon their adversaries for positive demonstration of their error, 
if such it be. The task of the former is no doubt a very labo- 
rious one, as the writer in the Revue des Deux Mondes shows ; 
but it is far more definite and demonstrative than the process 
of the heterogenesists can possibly be. The object of the 
panspermists is to determine the presence of germs in the 
air, upon all bodies which have remained in it, in all 
solutions exposed to it, in every country, in every place, 
everywhere and always. It is required of it that these 
germs be shown that they are sown—so to speak,—aifd that 
a harvest is gathered from them of organized beings similar 
to those which have furnished the seed. To complete the 
demonstration, it is necessary that in the act of removing 
all the germs, spontaneously putrescible solutions should be 
struck with sterility. To perfect this work, some of the 
most eminent physiologists of France have been lending their 
aid. MM. Pasrevr, Costs, Mitye-Epwarps, CHEVREUL, 
Lemaire, GRATIOLET, and others, support the doctrine of pan- 
spermia; while MM. Povcuer, Joty, Musser, Frémy, and others, 
contend for heterogenesis. M. Fiovrens, who until recently 
witbheld his judgment, has given it in favour of the former ; and, 
indeed, it may be said that at present the theory of heterogenesis 
is not ‘‘ holding its own.” The argument, however, will be 
found to be handled in a facile and interesting manner in 
the publication to which allusion has been made. We have 
more particularly referred to the discussion because there is 
mixed up with it some highly important questions of a patho- 
logical kind, The physiologist may be left to determine the 
point de départ of the individual vitality of these minute 
organisms. It is his duty to assist at their birth, and explain 
to us the process of the parturition. Being born, however, the 
life they lead is suspected to be one which greatly concerns the 
pathologist in his inquiries. In fact, much of what is under- 
stood by the theory of parasitism in the production and pro- 
pagation of disease springs out of the fature history of the life 
of these microscopic existencies. To these more immediate 
relations to practical medicine we intend to refer on another 
occasion. 
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A rew weeks ago, in discussing quackery, we tried to show | have pocketed, they have been made to disgorge thousands. 


that, for the present, it was inevitable ; that the medical pro- 
fession had no particular reason to complain of it, inasmuch as 
it offered an article of its own which in no serious way could be 
said to compete with the wise and discriminating service of the 
medical man ; and we despaired of all other ways of training 
the public toa right appreciation of medical service and science, 
but the way of experience—an actual and extensive trial of 
quackery, involving suffering and disappointment. We even 
confessed to an almost wicked enjoyment of the sometimes 
humorous roguery which obtains on the one hand, and the im- 
mense credulity which gulps down all pretensions on the other. 
But we except from all such style of remark the form of 
quackery which we discuss to-day. This is a thing sui generis— 
an evil by itself, so filthy, so demoralizing to the good, so dete- 
riorating to the bad, that we join our voice with that of The 
Times, which has clean hands in this matter, and denounce it 
as one of the exceptional things that with a high hand should 
be put down, There is one thing, however, true both of common 
quackery and this disgusting form of it—they must both be 
combated, and, if they are to be destroyed, destroyed by the 
public itself. The medical profession cannot do this for the 
public. To judge from the tone of some remarks which have 
been made on the “‘ Henery” case, it might be inferred that the 
medical profession had not spoken out on this subject. No 
charge could be more unreasonable. This and the other medical 
journals have long and steadily exposed the system of obscenity 
and extortion which such cases represent. It is not, as we have 
suggested, in the nature of things, that the medical profession 
should have all its opinions of quackery adopted by the public 
until an ample experience has made the public more receptive 
of medical teaching upon even difficult and incurable disease ; 
though we shall hope to indicate before we have done, that 
spermatorrhcea is not to be classed amongst incurable diseases, 
But though we do not care to complain that our opinion of great 
quackeries is taken cum grano salis, we certainly think it hard 
that when experience comes to the confirmation of what we 
have long been pointing out, we should be charged with a 
blameable reticence. No feeling of hardship, however, shall 
prevent us from speaking our minds upon this subject. The 
sin of this quackery shall not lie at the door of the medical 
portion of the press. Let us hope that the press generally will 
come to a similar resolution, and show the strength of it by 
foregoing the profits which accrué from advertisements of the 
“* Hengry” order— advertisements which, indeed, are fast 
rendering ordinary papers unfit for introduction into families. 
It may not be amiss to take advantage of the present atten- 
tion to this form of quackery to say a few words on the subject 
of spermatorrhcea itself. We are disposed to think that oom- 
plaints of the spermatorrhceal order have considerably multi- 
plied of late. Certainly in the medical and surgical works of 
the day they obtain a more extended and minute notice than 
they were wont to receive. One explanation of this increase is 
the vicious diligence of the quacks. Finding nothing so profitable 
as the treatment of spermatorrhea, they have set themselves 
to the manufacture of it. It is one of those diseases of the body 
which can be produced through the mind. Accordingly, under 
the guise of a holy care for the physical health and the hap- 
piness of young men, they have practised every art which 
obscenity and the love of money combined could suggest, And 
the harvest has been fabulous, To say nothing of what quacks 





They have made many victims, and, excepting the cases that 
have recovered their sense and their manly courage, like 
Captain Ciarke, they have held them with an iron gripe. 
They eminently exemplify the words, ‘‘ The tender mercies of 
the wicked are cruel,” They have achieved the production of 
an amount of misery to which common bad men can make no 
pretensions. And in the destruction of the possibilities of 
pleasure and virtue they are equally without rivals, 

Still, though we have no terms bad enough to characterize 
this class of men, we are disposed to think that they could not 
have had such incredible success unless something had favoured 
them in the actual condition of society. Society itself must be 
at some fault. It has supplied the soil in which the bad seed 
has taken ready and deep root. The immorality of this age is 
certainly not so obtrusive and not so coarse as that of former 
times. But it must be admitted that there is a great deal in 
the social condition of large classes of the community that is 
unnatural and unsatisfactory. Marriage in the middle and 
upper classes of society is becoming rarer and later. There are 
whole classes of respectable men who, as a rule, do not marry, 
or who postpone marriage till long after the time at which it is 
physiologically indicated. There are whole families of wealthy 
or well-to-do people of which a mere minority is either married 
or likely to be. The fact is, and the sooner and the plainer it 
is stated the better, we have for some time been drifting 
into loose morals upon this question. We are disposed to 
sacrifice everything to the maintenance and the development 
of social status, And as celibacy is one of the most obvious 
ways of doing this, it is favoured by the old, and more or less 
reluctantly submitted to by the young. Social status in men 
is made a much greater point than moral status. Well, society 
must consider this matter. It is not for us to preach morals, 
except in their bearings upon physical health. We view this 
growing infrequency and, what comes to much the same thing, 
postponement of marriage from a physiological stand-point, 
and we aver that in the zase of men it can only have the effect 
of creating unnatural and most injurious forms of indulgence 
iu substitution of that society of the sexes which combines all 
virtue, pleasure, and advantage—marriage. Celibacy may be 
an easy way of maintaining status. If what we have said be 
true, it cannot, after all, be a very cheap way. In the case of 
men it would be simple affectation to maintain that celibacy is, 
extensively, pure and simple. And relative chastity is some- 
times purchased by ruinous physical habits. Nothing more 
surely enervates a man, more certainly tends to take power of 
all kinds out of him, than the excitement of his sexual nature 
apart from, and without, the presence of its legitimate stimulus. 
In the celibacy of women there is an immense amount of most 
virtaous and creditable chastity of thought and life, but no 
medical man will approve it as a condition favourable to phy- 
sical health. If all this be granted, then society is laying up 
for itself great troubles, It will be noticed that we throw the 
onus of this state of matters on society at large. The fashion 
is to throw it upon young men themselves ; but they are rather 
the chief sufferers than the chief culprits. If society, forgetfal 
of the wisdom of Socrares, ‘‘ Quantig non egeo,” multiplies its 
wants, it must take the consequences, We repeat, society is 
sowing trouble for itself ; it is making light of the morality of 
its men ; it is imperiling the health of thousands of its best 
women; it is generating disease either in fact or, what is 
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often | more intractable, in n imagination ; 3; it is s unintentionally 
playing into the hands of men of the Henry class. It is, in 
short, paying dearly for social status, and justifying the strong 
language of a thoughtful man, — 


“ Cursed be the social wants that sin against the strength of youth; 
Cursed be the social lies that warp us from the living truth.” 


Having said thus much, let us say a few words on the nature 
of spermatorrhea, The greatest service we can render the 
victims of it is to take all mystery out of it. Let us then say, 
once for all, that there is no mystery about the matter. The 

re discharge of semen once in a few weeks is not sperma- 
torrhea, any more than the daily action of the bowels is diar- 
thea. Both alike are healthy, and afford no justification for 
thought or interference. It is only where the discharge is very 
frequent or very excessive that it is entitled to this dignified 
Greek name ; and then it is a fault of health, like other exces- 
sive discharge, requiring advice. But it would be truly won- 
derful if this secretion, like all other secretions of the body, 
‘were not occasionally to become excessive, After a few more 
HeEveEry cases have been dragged to light, perhaps men will come 
to their doctors with spermatorrhcea as they come with diar- 
thea, If only moral faults exist, simple desistance may effect 
a cure, But moral faults may have resulted in a nervous irri- 
tability or weakness which can be most beneficially affected by 
medicine. We promise, on the part of our profession, whose 
business and whose pleasure it is to adapt its services to the 
various forms of physical suffering, that spermatorrhea shall 
receive from every medical practitioner the same wise and con- 
siderate attention which is given to other disease. And if we 
are supported by the press, by the public, and by the Legis- 
lature,—for Parliament should interfere to suppress the mu- 
seums and the other means by which this iniquity is fostered, — 
we shall have better hopes of the moral and physical destiny 
of our country than are generated by cases of the Henxry 
sort, 





Medical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis,” 





THE SURGEON.GENERAL OF THE FEDERAL 
ARMY. 


We gave lately some details of the charges brought against 
the Surgeon-General of the Federal Army, and the finding of 
the Court-Martial which dismissed him from that high position 
on the grounds of corrupt practice. The charges against him 
were of three kinds: they alleged acts in excess of authority ; 
they charged personal corruption and intent to aid others to 
defraud the Government, and wilful falsehood. There were 
many circumstances connected with the Court-Martial by which 
the sentence was pronounced which indicated that its finding 
could not be accepted as satisfactory without further inquiry. 
In the first place, it appeared that the Surgéon-General had, 
prior to the assembling of the Court, been ordered to a distant 
part of the continent, and there charged with personal laboars 
evidently designed to remove him from the scene of inquiry, 
and to inflict apon him a personal indignity, while they pre- 
vented him from preparing a defence. The Surgeon-General 
has now issued a statement of the causes that led to his dis- 
missal, with a review of the evidence adduced before the Court, 
which is perhaps one of the most remarkable documents ever 
published by a public officer, and discloses a state of things 
which could hardly be supposed to exist, even amid such a 





combination of despotism and ‘aidhdionly as the civil war has 
produced in Northern America. 

Dr. Hammond was appointed at the pressing instance of the 
American Sanitary Commission and of General M‘Clellan and 
others. His appointment was unpopular with the Cabinet, 
but it could not be resisted. Two days after his appointment 
he was sent for by Mr. Stanton, the Secretary for War, and at 
the close of a brief conversation was ordered by that gentle- 
man ‘to leave his office immediately,” from which time he of 
course ‘‘ never entered it except upon strictly official busivess.” 
This was a startling commencement of official relations. Their 
subsequent communications were of a corresponding character : 
incessant reprimands ; worryings ; orders to report upon ‘‘ what 
authority” this thing or the other thing was done. Presently 
the Secretary ordered a Commission to inquire into the conduct 
and affairs of the Department, naming for the purpose as pre- 
sident a person known to be a particular enemy of Dr. Ham- 
mond, with whom he had publicly quarrelled, and who had 
sworn ‘‘to be revenged upon him.” Dr. Hammond says: 
**The examination by this Commission was entirely ex parte. 
I was never called on for an explanation of any kind, and no 
witness was allowed to say anything which could be interpreted 
as favourable to me. I was never present at any session of the 
Commission. On the contrary, as soon as they had fairly 
entered upon their work, I was ordered to locate myself in the 
Department of the Gulf till further orders. 1 was therefore 
relieved from the charge of the Medical Bureau in Washington, 
and on the 30th of August, 1563, left that city. I have never 
been in charge of the Department since.” 

This Commission made a report, for a copy of which Dr. 
Hammond of course applied; but no notice was taken of the 
application, and he has never seen the report to this day. 
Meantime he was exiled to a distant department, and deprived 
of his authority as Surgeon-General. He made urgent applica- 
tion for a court-martial. ‘‘ On the 15th of January,” he states, 
‘*Tarrivedin Washington, in accordance with permission, granted 
only after | had received a severe fall, by which I was paralysed 
for several months; and on the 17th I was placed in arrest, 
and ordered to be tried by a court-martial, which was to meet 
on the 19th. I received the announcement with joy. I was 
confident that no unprejudiced court would convict me of 
wrong-doing, in the face of the evidence of my innocence which 
would be presented.” However, he was found guilty of cor- 
ruption and of excess of authority. Reading the evidence 
which Surgeon-General Hammond now produces, it is impos- 
sible not to concur with him ia affirming that the finding is 
highly dishonourable to the Court which convicted, and in no 
respect to himself. It is absolutely disproved by the doca- 
ments which he produces ; and we have no hesitation in de- 
claring that Dr. Hammond stands now acquitted in the face of 
Europe and before his profession, and that his judges are con- 
demned. 

There are other circumstances disclosed by his statement 
which are of the most astounding character, and reflect deeply 
upon the conduct of the inquiry and the state of morality in 
Government departments under the present régime in Wash- 
ington, In the course of the inquiry, a package of letters 
which had been stolen from his office was returned to his 
counsel, under cover, with the following letter :— 

** Circumstances have placed the enclosed papers in my con- 
trol, and I know where 4 wma are others which bear strongly in 
General Hammond's favour, and which have been secretly 
taken from his office, I will obtain them if possible. He has 
been and now is conspired against. I cannot remain silent 
while a great wrong is attempted. I dare not tell you how I 
got these papers, / did not stealthem. I know you will | do 
what is right with them; my only object is Justice.” 

‘*There were events,” writes Dr. Hammond, ‘‘ connected 
with the return of these letters to which I do not more specifi- 
cally refer now, as I hope to be able ere long to connect the 
several links into a complete chain of evidence. I will only 
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say that no doubt exists that these letters had in part been 
stolen from my office, and been mixed by some one with letters 
which had been sent by me to Dr. Cooper and to the War De- 
partment. In all, the package contained forty-nine papers. 
They were of such a character as showed that my office had 
been ransacked from top to bottom, and even the private 
drawers of my desk invaded. It was doubtless in one of these 
raids that Dr. Smith’s money was taken.” 

When the history of this war is written, this defence of 
Dr. Hammond will be amongst the documents worthy of the 
attention of the historian. Meantime we congratulate the 
Surgeon-General on having cleared his character, and supported 
his integrity by the strongest documentary evidence. 


RAILWAY REFORMS. 


At the meeting of the Society of Arts on Wednesday last, an 
interesting paper was read and a lively discussion ensued ‘‘On 
the Construction, Safety, and Police of Railway Trains.” The 
paper, by Mr, W. Bridges Adams, was replete with practical 
suggestions, and illustrated by some beautiful models of various 
recent improvements in the construction of carriages. As the 
chairman pertinently remarked, every one of the alterations 
proposed both by Mr. Adams and other speakers had an im- 
portant bearing on the subject of public health and safety as 
influenced by railway travelling. We need scarcely remind our 
readers how fully this matter was investigated by the scientific 
commission whose reports appeared in Tue Lancer for 1862, 
and have since been republished in another form. 

Allading to these reports, Mr. Adams remarked— 

‘* Some time back a series of medical papers appeared in Tur 
Lancet, on the subject of the injury experienced by a certain 
class of patients from railway travelling. The fact was strongly 
denied by railway authorities, and by many persons in good 
health who were not authorities. Not long back a railway 
engineer, who had been very doubtfal of the injury, informed 
the writer that he had changed his opinion, for, being out of 
health, and desiring to travel backwards and forwards to 
Brighton, he found he could not do it on account of the injury 
caused by the vibration. It may be remembered that, when 
the Brighton line was first opened, numbers of City stock- 
brokers and merchants took h at Brighton, and yearly 
tickets to travel up and down daily—in short, to live at 
Brighton and transact their business daily in London. The 
writer has been informed that many the daily practice 
at the end of the month, and at the end of six months it was 
found that hardly any could stand it and preserve their health. 
Now, what is the reason of this? The carriages were as com- 
fortable and easy and as well ventilated as an ordinary sitting- 
room when not in motion, and the only difference therefore 
could be, that the sitting-room is stationary and the carriage 
moves. Bat what is the kind of movement? There must be 
something peculiar in it for physicians to order their nervous 
patients to travel by road and not by rail.” 

Of course there was a fluent railway director present at the 
meeting, as, curiously enough, there usually is whenever and 
wherever this important matter is brought under discussion. 
His argument on the health question extended no further than 
an assurance that he had personaliy travelled much by rail and 
was none the worse for it, and the quotation of statistics show- 
ing that the number of regular daily passengers had increased 
on the Brighton line. 

In Tue Laxcet Reports the point was carefally noted that 
the damage done by continued railway travelling was com- 
paratively trifling to persons in perfect health ; but this enviable 
state of perfect health falls to the lot of few, and still fewer are 
they who understand the slight symptoms which betoken ‘the 
young disease that shall subdue at length.”’ It is the broken- 
down man, induced to live out of town for the benefit of his 
health, and journey by rail to and from his business, who is most 

likely to suffer, and who most frequently does suffer severely, 
from all those injurious influences which the execrable arrange- 
ments of our railways inflict on passengers. 





carriages which alone can ensure the safety, as well as comfort, 
of travellers, and which was so strongly recommended in THE 
Lancet Reports.” During this year there have been more 
than the average number of assaults in railway carriages, in 
addition to the awful murder of Mr. Briggs. None of these 
events could have taken place under the system so urgently 
recommended, for “‘in long carriages, with many seats, and a 
passage in the centre for a guard (passing from one end of the 
train to the other) there would be no possibility of injuring 
cushions or glass, of card-sharping, of insults to female pas- 
sengers, or of being condemned to the sole company of a dis- 
agreeable person, whether intoxicated, insane, or impertinent. 
Sach an arrangement would afford to timid people that sense 
of security which they always derive from the presence of 
numbers, and would prevent the distressing effects of reten- 
tion, since there could be conveniences fitted up at the end of 
each carriage.” 

The only other suggestion for ensuring safety to travellers, 
and which has been often repeated without its impracticability 
being pointed out, is thus disposed of by Mr. Adams :— 

** Passengers may be taken suddenly ill; murders may be 
taking place, or other violence, but the sound of the train 
deadeas all other sounds, and neither driver nor guard knows 
of it. And so there is an outcry for communication between 
passenger and guard, and guard and driver. And there are 
propositions for galleries outside the carriages for guards to 
walk along and catch murderers in the act. It seems to be 
forgotten that this facility for the guard would also be a facility 
for the thief or murderer. ‘The practicability of these things 
is not considered. It is common to talk of the ‘six-foot’ 
between the two lines of rails as giving ample space for the 
guard’s gymnastics, forgetting that the ‘six foot’ is reduced 
to two feet by the overhanging carriages, and that two guards 
on opposite lines would thus come into collision, and, in Ameri- 
can phrase, be ‘ rubbed out,’ ” 


QUININE. 


In the very excellent paper which appeared in our colamns 
lately from the pen of the surgeon-naturalist in medical charge 
of Dr. Livingstone’s Zambesi Expedition, descriptive of the 
fatal fever which haunts the delta and river-line of the Zam- 
besi and Shiré, and strack down so many valuable members 
of the mission, Mr. C. J. Meller raised an important ques- 
tion concerning the efficacy of quinine as a prophylactic. 
The use of quinine is laid down amongst the Admiralty regu- 
lations with great stringency for men on service on the east 
and west coasts, Every man is required to take quinine when 
within a certain distance of the coasts; and it is regularly 
continued in eight-grain doses every morning to those boat- 
cruising on the coasts or in the rivers and creeks. A great deal 
of this costly quinine is thus forced down the throats of the 
sailors, and, says Mr. Meller, if the conclusions drawn from 
the Zambesi experience be correct, uselessly. As to the efficacy 
of quinine, he states: ‘‘ We have had proof that it would not 
avert fever, though taken with the greatest regularity in small 
or large doses. It may possibly modify the attack. I have 
adverted to this before, and noticed that in our first journey 
up the river all the men in the ship but six took quinine regu- 
larly ; the six were older hands than the rest, and refused it, 
but had less fever than the others. Of fifty-four men who 
came from the Gorgon, but six left the river without having 
had fever, though quinine was given to them in the ‘ Admiralty 
dose’ every morning ; and of these six, five subsequently suf- 
fered. Later, the daily use was discontinued in the expedition, 
but without any increase in the number of cases. But as we 
had no doubt of its inefficacy as a prophylactic, so had we as 
little that fever would not pass away without its use; though, 
as we have seen, it will often go on to a fatal termination in 
spite of its administration in any quantity.” 

Mr. Meller’s paper is so able throughout—one of the clearest 











Mr, Adams advocated that method of constructing railway 


* The Influence of Railway Travelling on Public Health. Reprinted from 
Tux Lancer. Hardwicke. 1962. p. 143. 
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and most complete clinical histories in brief that we have ever 
read—that his observations are at least well worthy of note, 
and call for the attention of the medical authorities of the Admi- 
ralty, The daily eight-grain dose of quinine is to many a Jack 
Tar a nauseating draught ; but if conducive to health, of course 
this is cheaply purchased at so small a cost. Mr, Meller doubts, 
however, whether the expenditure and the nausea are not both 
somewhat wasted. Further experience, he says, has convinced 
him of the substantial accuracy of the opinion which on the 
former expedition he had formed and expressed: ‘‘ that a far 
better prophylactic than quinine exists in the use of a stimulus, 
such as a glass of rum, given at sunrise; from four to six A.M. 
being the period at which the greatest cold is experienced, 
and, in consequence of the depression of the vital powers, the 
men are more liable to malarious influences.” If this be so, it 
is undesirable to nauseate our sailors with daily overdoses of a 
costly drug. 


THE EPIDEMIC AT BERMUDA. 


Tue yellow-fever epidemic at Bermuda is, we are glad to 
state, extinct. The latest news (Nev. 18th) informs us that at 
that date St. George’s town and harbour were quite free from 
the disease, no fever cases having been seen for several weeks. 
Commerce had resumed its previous channels, and the blockade- 
running fast steamers were again manned and working steadily 
between Bermuda and Wilmington. 

On Ireland Island there had been recently a few cases of 
fever of a very mild form, not assuming any of the distinctive 
marks of the frightful pestilence which had swept over the 
place. 

The Marines and working parties of the dockyard had not 
yet returned from Halifax. 





Correspondence. 


“ Andi alteram partem.” 








POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Smr,—I shall feel obliged by your affording me space to lay 
before the Poor-law medical officers the following Bill, in order 
that they may give it their serious consideration prior to the 
meeting of Parliament, It will be seen that I have thrown 
upon the General Council of Medical Education, in conjunction 
with the Poor-law Board, the responsibility of fixing our salaries, 
which | trust will be the means of preventing the opposition 
of the guardians to the Bill, I hope my medical friends will 
not object to the establishment of dispensaries in all densely 
populated places, as I feel sure it will not only be beneficial to 
the poor but that it will tend to elevate the Poor-law medical 
officer in the opinion of the public and save him a vast amount 
of time, which might be far better spent than in dispensing 
medicines, 

I am not at present prepared with a member of Parliament 
to take charge of the Bill ; if, therefore, any Poor-law medical 
officer can induce an honourable gentleman to do so and will 
communicate with me on the subject, I will furnish all requisite 
information. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
12, Royal-terrace, Weymouth, Dec, 1964. RIcHARD GRIFFIN, 


A BILL 
On the subject of Poor-law Medical Relief, with a view to secure 
to the Poorer Classes the most efficient Medicines, and to the 


Poor-law Medical Officers a uniform and equitable rate of 
payment, 


Whereas it is expedient to alter and amend the laws relating 


to the medical relief of r persons in England and Wales, 
Be it, therefore, at te the he most Excellent 





spiritual and temporal and Commonsin this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :— 

1, That within six months after be pues of this Act it 

shall be the duty of the Poor-law , under the advice of 
the General Council of Medical Education and Registration of 
the United Kingdom, to lay down a uniform system of medical 
relief for the poor. 
2. That the Poor-law Board shall order the establishment of 
dispensaries in all those parts of unions, incorporations, and 
parishes under local acts, where the population resident in an 
area the diameter of which is less than four miles exceeds ten 
thousand in number, and when they deem it expedient may 
unite the medical departments of two or more unions, incor- 
porations, or parishes for the purposes of this Act. 

3. That in unions, incorporations, and parishes under local 
Acts, or part of one or the other where the population is much 
scattered, the Poor-law Board may allow the Poor-law medical 
officers to find medicine for the sick poor, and shall direct the 
guardians to pay them in addition to their salaries such sum 
or sums of money as the Poor-law Board, under the advice of 
the Medical Council of Education and Registration, shall advise. 

4, That the Poor-law Board, under the advice of the General 
Council of Medical Education and istration of the United 
Kingdom, shall fix the salaries of the Poor-law medical 
officers, whether union, parochial, or under local Acts in Eng- 
land and Wales, on a uniform and definite principle, especial 
regard being had to the number of sick poor attended by them 
and the distance to be travelled. 

5. That the Poor-law Board, under the advice of the General 
Council of Medical Education and Registration of the United 
Kingdom, shall draw up a list of cases for which extra medical 


fees shall be paid, and also fix the amount of money which ~ 


shall be allowed for each case on such list, but should the 
guardians be desirous to commute the extra medical fees they 
may be allowed to do so on making a triennial calculation of 
the amount of fees which have been — during the preceding 
three years and adding them to the ies; but where the fees 
have already been commuted that then a calculation of the cases 
where fees would have been payable but for the commutation 
shall be made and the amount added to the salaries. 

6. That all medicines found by Boards of Guardians, or their 
medical officers, all salaries, and all extra medical fees shall be 
paid for out of such moneys as shall be annually voted by Parlia- 
ment for the purpose of medical relief, and by the Boards of 
Guardians, in equal shares and proportions; or in default of any 
Parliamentary grant for the purpose, then the whole payment 
shall be a union charge. 

7. That the Poor-law Board shall annually lay before Parlia- 
ment a classified report of the diseases treated by the Poor-law 
medical officers in each union, inco: ion, or parish under a 
local Act in land and Wales, and also the number of deaths 
occurring in class, 

8. That the statutes now in force, or rules, orders, and regu- 
lations of the Poor-law Commissioners or Poor-law Board, or 

of either one or the other which are contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of the Act shall be and they 
repealed and rescinded, and from and after six months from 
the passing of this Act shall have no force or effect; but 
nothing herein contained shall vent the Poor-law Board 
issuing any order or orders, or making any rule or rales or : 
a for the better carrying out the true intent and meaning 
of this Act, 





THE CASE OF WRIGHT VZRSUS DAVIES. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Sim,—I beg to give a few particulars relative to the state of 
the child, the plaintiff in the action ‘‘ Wright v. Davies,” when 
it came under my treatment. The questions put to me in 
court were not very full, and some of my replies have not been 
correctly reported. 

Upon undertaking the treatment of the case the condition of 
the eyes was as follows :—Left eye: Iris prolapsed through 
upper half of cornea ; highly sarcomatous eyelids, filled with 

urulent matter; briefly, the eye was lost. Right eye: Lower 

alf of cornea ulcerated deeply ; the margin of the ulcer being 
for the most part less deep than the middle two-thirds, but at the 
bottom of the cornea, aa just where it joins with the sclerotica, 
the ulceration was deepest, and so deep that perforation ap- 
peared imminent; palpebral conjunctiva extremely swollen, 
and enclosing the usual purulent matter. 





Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 


Constitutional condition of the child. The child had a 
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wasted, old-man-like appearance, and was suffering from 
severe diarrhcea, 

Local treatment.—A lotion, consisting mainly of solution of 
extract of belladonna, to be squeezed lukewarm from a piece of 
lint into the eye, the lids being held apart, every two hours; 
and the edges of the eylids to be smeared with weak red preci- 
pitate ointment ; a drop of solution of atropine daily applied 
to the eye, twice a day at first, the iris not duly acting; iodine 
paint behind right ear. After a few days scarification of inter- 
nal surface of eyelids, and introduction of a small portion of 
weak red precipitate ointment. 

Constitutional T'reatment,—Astringents and tonics to com- 
mence with ; after a few days beef.tea injections ; subsequently, 
and in addition to injections, cod-liver oil and iron. 

I could detect no alteration in appearance of cornea for about 


a week ; after this time the ulcerated surface evidently was | 


filling up from its circumference, the new tissue being rather 
hazy and vascular at first, but both haziness and vascularity at 
length disappeared. I saw the child nearly every day while it 
was under my treatment, from the beginning of June until the 
27th, and in the earliest part of that time twice daily. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Yateley, Hants, Dec. 1864. Exsenzezer Diver, M.D. 


THE USE OF THE FORCEPS IN ARREST OF 
THE FO@TAL HEAD IN THE PELVIS. 
To the Editor of Tus Laycet. 


Sm,—I have read with much interest the remarks of Dr. 


Graily Hewitt on the use of the forceps published in Tne | 
Lancer of the 26th ult. Having been engaged in the practice | 
of midwifery for nearly thirty years, and having been in the | 


habit of employing the forceps more frequently than is cus- 


tomary with many practitioners, I am happy to find the prac- | 


tice so ably advocated in the judicious remarks of Dr. Hewitt. 
I have not preserved a statistical record of all my cases, but 


I find, on referring to the last 200 cases attended by me, the | 


forceps were used eleven times—i.e., at the rate of 54 per 
cent.; while, in the list quoted by Dr. Churchill, the average 


number of forceps cases amongst British practitioners (between | 


1781 and 1840) is 1 in 362. In this list the cases of Mr. War- 


rington were the most frequent ; and he appears to have em- | 
joyed the forceps three times in 110 instances. According to | 


r. Graily Hewitt, Dr, G. Hamilton has employed the forceps 
at the rate of 13 per cent. in 731 cases. In the 11 cases in 
which I have recently used the forceps, 3 of the children were 
still-born, 1 of whom had a deformed head, and the other 2, 
I believe, were dead before the forceps were applied. 

Of the females I have attended, and whom I have delivered 
with forceps, I do not recollect that in the whole course of my 
practice Ihave lost more than one ; and in her case, in defer- 
ence to the wishes of another medical man, I used the forceps 
instead of having recourse to craniotomy. She went on well 
for nearly ten days after delivery, and then died with symp- 
toms of pywmia. 

After having reflected mach upon the subject, I cannot un- 
derstand why many practitioners should discourage the use of 
the forceps, and only sanction them in extreme instances— 
where the patient has undergone much soffering, and when 
symptoms of exhaustion are becoming manifest, Although it 
may be perfectly true, as Hippocrates said, that ‘‘ a meddle- 
some midwifery is bad,” I believe that it is equally ‘‘ bad” and 
perfectly unjustifiable to allow the patient to pass through 
several hours of suffering, and to hesitate about affording her 
instrumental aid, because, forsooth, there is a probability that 
at last the foetus may be expelled without such assistance. 

The gravid uterus, like the bladder fall of urine, may, in the 


ON THE USE OF THE MIDWIFERY FORCEPS.—LIVERPOOL. 





[Dxc. 10, 1864. 67] 


can only say that whenever I have thought them necessary, 
and have explained their modus operandi, I have seldom found 
any objection to their use, and, in every case after their employ- 
ment, the patient has expressed her gratitude for the relief 
afforded. 

I could say much in defence of the rational and early use of 
the forceps; but I am afraid of trespassing on your space, and 
must conclude, after thanking Dr. Graily Hewitt for the mas- 
terly manner in which he has laid his opinions before the pro- 
fession. I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

James Orwty, M.D, 

Queen’s-crescent, Haverstock-hill, Dec. 1864. 


QUACK ADVERTISEMENTS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sir,—I regret that you should have had cause to complain 
of certain advertisements in the ‘‘ A B C Railway Guide.’ 

Your reference to myself personally, and to views I entertain 
upon a great social subject, would, I fee] sure, have been spared, 
had you known that in every publication (including another 
railway guide) over which I had complete control all such ad- 








vertisements had been rigidly excluded ; and their appearance 
where you complain of them, together with others which I 
shall also exclude in due course, was only due to existing con- 
tracts, never to be renewed. 
Lam, Sir, yours respectfully, 
Tue PusiisHer or THe “ABC Ramway Guipe,” 
Dee. 2nd, 1864. 


THE PEAT FUND. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir,—Will you allow me to make one more appeal to the 
| profession for sabscriptions to the fund being raised for defray- 
ing the expenses of the unjast action of Candler v. Peat. The 

subscriptions only amount to £95, although some of the ori- 
| ginal subscribers have doubled their subscriptiona. The bill of 
| costs is £152 17s. 6d. If 200 of your readers were to send me 
5s. each, Mr. Peat would be relieved from this claim upon him, 

lam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Colchester, Nov. 1864. C. R. Barer, M.D., Treasurer. 





LIVERPOOL. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

Tue sanitary state of Liverpool is being investigated by a 
Royal Commission. Dr, Buchanan has been sent down by Sir 
George Grey for that purpose. This step has no doubt been 
taken in consequence of the mortality from fever having con- 
tinued much above the average for many months. The deaths 
from all causes registered in the borough of Liverpool during 
the fortnight ending November 3rd were 622, being an increase 
| of 86 over the corrected average. Of these 106 were owing to 

continued fever (the so-called “typhas” of the Registrar. 
| General), being §1 above the average. To go no farther back 
| than July: from the end of that month to the present time, 
Nov. 19th, there have been 618 deaths from ‘“‘typhus” fever, 
being 426 above the average ; and 149 deaths from ee 
of which only 25 of the cases are registered as having L 
vaccinated. The deaths from measles, scarlatina, and whooping- 
cough are much below what they have been for several years ; 
and even affections of the lungs and air-passages, which at this 
| season of the year figure so largely in the mortality tables, are 

below the average. 








majority of cases, be expected to expel its contents without; ‘‘ Typhus” and small-pox are therefore the two diseases that 


extraneous aid ; but what should we think of a surgeon who, 
having a patient with retention of urine, should hesitate to re- 
lieve him with the catheter, and recommend him to wait and 
see what nature would at last accomplish, and should assign as 
a reason for such delay that the catheter might possibly do mis- 
chief, and that micturition, being a natural process, ought to 
be assisted by art only in very urgent cases? I firmly believe 
that the use of the forceps, in those instances in which an in- 
telligent practitioner would employ them, is as much free from 
danger as is the introduction of a catheter in the hands of a 
skilful surgeon, 

It is objected to the use of forceps, that instruments are 
always very much dreaded by the patient and her friends, I 





| mainly contribute to the present excess of deaths. Whether 
their persistence is owing to anything peculiarly defective in 
the sanitary arrangements of Liverpool above all other large 
towns, or whether it is only part of an epidemic existing more 

| or less in Lancashire and several other counties for some time 
past, and which has found, not only more victims, but also 

more conditions favourable to its spread and its fatality amongst 

| half-starved, careworn denizens of a town, than it could do in 

the country, will be a difficult point to determine. 

| Insmall-pox the proportion of deaths to recoveries has been 
very small. If it could be ascertained from each medical man 
in this town how many cases of this disease have come under 
his notice during the past year, it would be found to have been 
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very widespread, with a very small proportion of deaths to the 
number attacked. Many practitioners have had from thirty 
to forty cases without a single death. 

When we come, however, to “ typhus,” a different state of 
things exists, and the proportion of deaths to recoveries assumes 
a far higher ratio, contrasting sadly with what is now occurring 
in the neighbourhood of Accrington, a notice of which ap 
in Tue Lancet of the 26th inst. At Church and Oswaldtwistle, 
where typhoid fever has been raging, and where external 
causes for the production of the disease are rife, such as bad 
drainage, short supply of water, and even want, the deaths 
have only been 3 out of more than 300 persons attacked—1 
cent.,—whilst here it reaches from 12 to 15 per cent.; showing 
how much, after all, the state of health of a person when 
attacked has to do with the result. The fatal termination in 
“typhus,” or become fever, very frequently results from pre- 
vious habits of intemperance. Not that this is the only con- 
dition that leads to an unfavourable result. Ina large town, 
where the struggle for existence isso keen and close, and where 
the weakest go to the wall, illustrating in another sense Darwin’s 
** Theory of Life,” the anxious mind, the sleepless nights, the 
alternations of excitement and depression, wear out the body 
and depress the vital functions, so that when disease, and 
especially fever, comes there is no vis a tergo to bear one 
through it. These, perhaps, are truisms that it is almost un- 
necessary to repeat to members of our profession, but they have 
now a practical value, and should not be lost sight of, as having 
far more to do with the fatality of fever than all the defective 
sanitary arrangements that may be found to exist. That these 
latter may orginate and propagate disease is not denied. Our 
Health Committee is fully alive to this, and is most active, 
assisted by its able medical officer, Dr. Trench, in putting a 
stop to nuisances, and removing all well-understood favourers 
of infection. 

It was through their suggestion that an Act was obtained 
enabling the Town Council of this borough, under certificate 
from the Quarter Sessions’ grand jury, to spend £100,000 in 


the improvement of the ventilation and sanitary conveniences 
of courts and alleys; and on this, three plans have been pre- 
pared, and are under discussion for the altering of twenty-nine 
of the worst courts and alleys, at a cost of about £24,000. 


A plan is also under consideration in the committee for erect- 
ing depéts for the disinfection of clothes which had been worn 
by fever patients, by exposing them to a dry heat of 150 to 212 
degrees. The Toxteth Park Workhouse Hospital authorities 
have adopted this system of purification for some time. 

Steps have been taken in conjunction with the Liverpool and 
Leeds Canal Company for the removal of manure wharves, a 
fruitful source of infection, 

The desire of the Health Committee to fully carry out the 
objects for which they were appointed was further shown by 
their sending a deputation from their body to attend the meet- 
ings of the Social Science Congress at York. This deputation 
on their return presented a report, which has been printed, and 
circulated amongst the members of the profession in the town 
and neighbourhood. 

With regard to the fever in the neighbourhood of Accrington 
and Blackburn, I have learnt, through the kindness of Dr. 
Garstang, the medical officer for the central district of Black- 
burn, that though there is anys ee distress and a greater 
amount of sickness than in the corresponding period of last 
year, yet that fever is not more prevalent there, but that the 
general class of cases is what is usually met with at this season 
—influenza, measles, febricula, scarlatina, and small-pox, the 
last two somewhat above the con Under the head of 
febricula are placed a great number of cases where the symp- 
toms are those of slight fever, never assuming the distinctive 
marks of typhus or typhoid, of no long continuance, the patient 
recovering in a few days, but doubtless owing to the same 
causes, though in a diminished degree, that are productive of 

phus. From a return kindly furnished me by Mr, Potts, the 

constable of Blackburn, I find that the number of mills 
and sheds at present at work there, and most of them full time, 
is sixty-eight, employing 17,317 hands, and that the number 
closed is sixteen, and the hands entirely out of employ, 6373. 

I was inf by Mr. Holden, one of the relieving-officers 
of Blackburn, that the poor are poorer than they were this 
= last year, y orgating can get no oo be on pes ll 

pkeepers, so that when they come out of wor apply 
at once to the ians or the relief committee. Daring the 
last few months the hands have not been able to make up for 
what they lost; in fact, their earnings have only just sufficed to 
keep their heads above water. Mr. Holden further believes 
that the distress will continue much the same as at present till 





after Christmas, when it will probably improve. Indeed there 
ightly increased demand for labour. 
much the same state of things prevails, but 
the distress is not quite so great. Dr. Gillespie, the medical 
officer of the district, says that the disease most prevalent at 
the present time is scarlet fever, of an unusually fatal 

Oswaldtwistle and Church are adjoining townships to 
Accrington, the distance of the latter from the very centre of 
the fever in Church not being more than a mile. A few cases 
of fever have occurred in Accri , bat they have been 
chiefly confined to the immediate vicinity of the infected dis- 
tricts, and have not as yet s into the town, 

Your correspondent supplied you last week with the main 
features of the attack, and I can, from my own observation, 
bear out the statements as to the utter neglect of the most 
common sanitary arran ts. Church, which is distant 
about seven miles from burn, has no responsible Board of 
Health, and the Blackburn Board of Guardians have appointed a 
nuisance committee, which latter has chosen an inspector at a 
salary of £4 per annum ! 

The scarcity of water has been most severely felt in both 
villages during the past summer. The canal has been so low 
that a boat would hardly float in it; and the two large 
**lodges,” or reservoirs, which supply the ) ert have 
been almost dry. Two small springs, at the distance of nearly 
a mile, afford the only water, except rain water, for two town- 
ships, whose united inhabitants amount to nearly 15,000, and 
this has to be brought in cans or buckets on their heads, There 
is no main sewer, and the drai that has been commenced 
in Oswaldtwistle is merely for surface water, and will be 
almost unavailable for house-drainage. Besides a number of 
mills, perhaps eighteen or twenty, there are several chemical 
works for the manufacture of hydrochloric acid, sulphuric 
acid and bone-manure. “ 

You gave one striking illustration last week of the filth that 
abounds, and plenty more might be added. Dr. Buchanan 
was sent down by Government in 1862, during the worst of 
the cotton famine, when fever was anticipated, and amon 
other places he visited Accrington. It was unfortunate he did 
not inspect the adjoining townships and report on their defec- 
tive sanitary condition. 

The fever broke out about a month ago, soon after the wet 
weather set in, and at once rapidly and there seems at 
present but slight abatement. The two resident medical prac- 
titioners are overwhelmed with work; one of them told me he 
had seen as many as 100 patients in one day. are so closely 
packed it is but a house-to-house visitation, with three or four 
often laid down in one house, These gentlemen nobly illustrate 
the unselfieh nature of our profession in risking life and sparing 
no fatigue when duty calls them. 

In conclusion I have only to allude to the death-rate bei 
so small. This can only be attributable to the previous 
state of health of the people, unimpaired by any of the causes 
alluded to in the first part of my letter, or to some i 
in the poison itself, that it is of a less noxious kind t' 

The only important feature Me ee eee 
or wine, and sometimes both, were administered in nearly 
the cases after the first few days, ing in doses from one 
tablespoonful every four hours to double that quantity, 

Liverpool, Nov, 29th, 1864, 





EDINBURGH. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ) 


In a former letter I described the various clauses of the Com- 
pulsory Vaccination (Scotland) Act, and indicated some of its 
defects. I then pointed out that the Act was to make further 
provision for the vaccination of the poor, but that no provision 
for vaccination was made until the person in charge of the 
child had been fined 21s., or sentenced to a period of imprison- 
ment, This is an original way to secure the vaccination of the 
children of the poor: first, to tell the parents that the child 
must be vaccinated before six months old, and then, because the 
parents are unable to pay for the operation, to institute legal 
proceedings, and fine the defaulter 2ls., or imprison him for a 
time. The Act makes vaccination compulsory, but it does not 
make provision for the vaccination of children. 

The members of the Obstetrical Society declared last session 
that now that the vaccination of the poor was provided for, 
they no longer considered it necessary or expedient that gra- 
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stand t feeling is general amongst practitioners in 
this neighbourhood. The consequence is, that many children 
who would previously have been privately i , are now 
permitted to seek the aid of our itable vaccine institutions, 
and I have heard that many children from Leith and the villages 
i Re Beipnonrend Sts. oy ave now brought to them. 
Through the exertions of the medical gentlemen in charge of 
these establishments the vaccination of the poor in Edinburgh 
has been well carried out, even before a compulsory Act i 

and it is, no doubt, due to their great exertions that at presen 


of inability to pay for vaccination, but it was an instance 
neglect on the part of the parent, engage «byes 
statu’ sum, with thirty shillings expenses. case 
pears to have produced a wholesome effect on the various 
8, for much anxiety is now evinced by the poor to embrace 

the benefits of the gratuitous stations. is is also shown by 
the fact t out at a meeting of the City Parochial Board, 
held on the 21st ultimo, that the number of those in each dis- 
trict who had neglected to comply with the requirements of the 
Vaccination Act amounted to no more than four. Two of these 
occurred in the Old Town, or St. Giles’s district, and two in 
the New Town, embracing the St. George’s and St. Andrew's 


It is clear, therefore, that our charitable institutions must be 
doing their work most iy; but I cannot but think, 
seeing that vaccination is now imperative, it is not right that 
the public should allow such benefits to be conferred on them 
gratuitously. The public at large are the gainers, and if the 
Vaccinators who operate after the law has interfered are paid 
by the parish, it does seem inconsistent that those who do so 
much work should get no pay, and next to nothing of thanks. 
The work under the new Act is immensely increased, and as 
each case requires a certificate, and in delayed cases more than 
one, the time occupied in filling these up is very considerable. 
In fact, the certificates take far longer time to write out than 
the operation takes to perform. 

In these observations I have confined myself to Edinburgh, 
but no doubt they apply to all parts of Scotland where gratui- 
tous vaccine stations exist. It seems to me that a matter of 
pes aw gee ought not to be lefs to the charity of a few 

ical practitioners, who work hard whilst the whole com- 
munity gain the benefit. If the work is to be well done, public 
officers ought to be appointed to vaccinate the children of those 
who are unable to pay a private medical attendant. It cer- 
tainly seems that those unable to pay a small fee for 
vaccination should have the chance of being fined a larger sum 
or suffer imprisonment, whilst they may be quite willing to 
comply with the law, but unable from want of means, This is 
not the class to punish. The class who ought to be fined are 
those who have the means bat neglect the law. Nor is it to be 
expected that medical practitioners are to give their time and 
labour ae for the performance of a duty entailing an 
é inary amount of labour and time, by which the benefit 
is conferred not on the poor alone, but on all classes, by the 
prevention of the spread of disease amongst them, The work 
1s distinct from mere dispensary duty. 1t is a work of its own 
kind, and as such should be properly provided for. But so long 
as regi medical practitioners continue to do the gratuitous 


work it is not to be wondered at if those in authority do not 
see the necessity of paying them for their labour. 
Edinburgh, Dec, Sth, 1864. 


DUBLIN. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT, ) 


Tue medical profession in this city has just passed through 
the convulsive throes and agonies of a succession of introductory 
lectures and vice-regal deputations, For the first time in my me- 
mory, however, at the College of Surgeons the custom of intro- 
ductory lectures was more honoured in the breach than the observ- 
ance, the session having commenced at that school without any 
such formality. The medical session at the school of Trinity Col- 
lege was inaugurated by an address delivered by Dr. Stokes, in 
which he dwelt at considerable length on the importance to the 
student in medicine of an extended Arts’ course, At the Car- 
michael School, Dr. Robert M ‘Donnell delivered a well-merited 
éloge on the late Richard Carmichael, to whose liberality the 





proprietors of that school are indebted for the handsome and 
cpeepenenstratieseia wiht sints iedious i paw conSuates, 


previous to her death— 

ence to grant, but barely to 
i days afterwards her remains were de- 

posi the side of the great man whom living she loved so 
tenderly, and whose memory she honoured so wisely, so nobly, 
and isinterestedly. At the Meath Hospital the session 
was opened by one of the most masterly addresses it was ever 
my good fortune listen to, delivered by Dr. Hadsoa, who 
selected for his theme—‘‘ Method, as applied to the Study of 
Clinical Medicine.” As however the lecture, at the earnest 
i istinguished audience, has already ap- 
the privilege of hearing 

In my last letter to you I anticipated that our classes would 
this year be as large as, if not larger than, last. The returns which 
I now forward prove my conjecture to be correct, the entire 
number of students on our anatomical lists this year being 696, 
as contrasted with 684 last year. They are thus distributed : 
Ledwich School, 170 ; College of oy ce School, 149 ; Trinity 
College School, 115; Carmichael l, 94; Catholic Uni- 
versity School, 93; and Steevens’ Hospital School, 75. 

Considerable excitement, and in some quarters no little merri- 
ment, has arisen in consequence of the decision arrived at by 
our Irish Poor-law Commissioners to accept the licence of the 
Apothecaries’ Hall in Dublin as a medical To ander- 
stand the cause of the merriment, you must know that for 
years the licence of the College of Surgeons was sufficient te 
entitle its possessor to hold a Poor-law medical appointment 
but a few years ago the Commissioners issued a sealed order 
that for the fature every Poor-law medical officer should pos- 
sess, as an additional qualification, a medical degree or licence, 
being moved thereunto, as was stated at the time, by the Col- 
lege of Physicians, who naturally were anxious to increase the 
number of the licentiates, This resolution of the Poor-law 
Commissioners, doubtless, will enable your readers to compre- 
hend the sudden influx of candidates for their licence into the 
Dublin, and in far greater numbers still into the Edinbargh, 
Colleges of Physicians. By the recent legislation at the Custom 
House, however, the Apothecaries’ licence is of equal value 
with that of the Colleges of Physicians, at which, as already 
stated, some parties are, to use the mildest term, excited, and 
others are amused, seeing the turn affairs are taking. 

Another subject about which our medical men are concerned 
is the proposed conversion of Sir Patrick Dun’s Medical Hos- 
pital into a medico-chirurgical one. Hitherto it has been a 
strictly medical hospital, only attended by students i 
the MB. degree of Trinity College, for which a nine months 
attendance upon its wards was compulsory. It is now proposed 
to introduce surgical patients into its wards, and thus put it on 
a footing with the other hospitals, and thereby bring it into 
general competition with those institutions; as of course all 
our surgical licensing bodies would in that case receive its cer- 
tificates, which at present they donot. To this proceeding ob- 
viously there can be no objection ; but I regret to have to add 
that the all but exploded system of monopoly appears to be 
cropping up in this direction, as it is in contemplation to con- 
tinue the compulsory nine months’ attendance at Sir Patrick 
Dan’s, to the exclusion of all the other Dublin hospitals, asa 
necessary qualification for competing for the degree of M.B. in 
Trinity College. As if Corrigan in the Hardwicke and Stokes 
in the Meath were incom t to give clinical instruction ! 
So long as by its constitution Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital was 
excluded from general competition, there was some show of 
reason for protective legislation in its favour; bat now that 
these restrictions are removed, it is extensively felt throughout 
our ranks that in this instance also free trade would be for the 
benefit of all i 

Our new Viceroy, Lord Wodehouse, has had a fair oppor- 
tunity afforded him of making himself familiar with the faces 
of the medical and scientific men of this city, College after 
College and Society after Society having waited upon him to 
assure him of a fact of which surely there can scarcely be much 
doubt—to wit, their unbounded loyalty. For one depatati 
however, although composed of many of our most distingui 
scientific and literary men, there was not so hearty a welcome 
as could have been wished. I allude to that which waited 
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upon him on behalf of the widow and daughter of poor Dr. 
Lover—a man who devoted a life of labour to spreading a 
knowledge of and love for the elements of natural science in 
our public schools. Poor fellow! his was a life of much hard 
and scantily requited toil; and at last he died, leaving his 
family unprovided for. Many are the pupils who owe their 
first taste for natural science to the lectures and experiments of 
Lover; and the amount of good he did can never be accurately 
estimated. It is true that much difference of opinion exists as 
to the value of stich lectures. For my own part I believe that 
they cannot for one moment be placed in juxtaposition with 
r collegiate instruction on these subjects; but ‘‘ non 
caivis homini contingit adire Corinthum,” and many a future 
Stephenson may owe the first direction of his thoughts into 
these channels by popular lectures such as Lover gave. On this 
point, however, I may be all wrong. But there can be no 
uestion as to the disinterestedness and earnestness with which 
. Lover threw himself into these labours ; nor of this one 
other fact, that a more popular act with our middle classes 
could not have been done than that of placing his widow's and 
daughter’s names on some pension list. 
Dublin, Dec. 6th, 1964. 








MEDICAL TRIALS. 


. COURT OF EXCHEQUER, Wesrmuvsrsr, Deo. 1, 1864. 
(Before Mr. Baron Mantis and a Special Jury.) 
WRIGHT (AN INFANT) V. DAVIES. 


Tis was an action brought by an infant seven months old 
by his next friend, his father, against the defendant, a surgeon, 
practising in Hampshire, for unskilfally treating him for a dis- 
ease of the left eye (a disease known as purulent ophthalmia), 
by which the child lost the sight of it. 

After Mr. Day had opened the case for the plaintiff. 

Bessie Wright, the mother of the plaintiff, was called, and 
said that the defendant had attended her in her confinement, 
and after five days she discovered that the child’s eyes were very 
red, and sent to the defendant’s surgery and received a pink 
lotion as an application. The defendant afterwards called to 
see the child, and said that the lotion was wrong, took away 
the bottle, and sent some ‘‘ drops” to be applied with a quill. 
He afterwards applied ointment. She said that the child had 
been seen by Mr. Maybury, and had also been taken to Mr. 
Alexander and Dr. Diver. 

In reply to Mr. Serjeant Ballantine in cross-examination, the 
witness said that she had not suffered from leucorrhw@a, and that 
up to the time of confinement she was in good health. 

Mr. Alexander said that in infant ophthalmia it was neces- 

to keep the eyes clean, and to use some mild astringent 
pm finden the eye every three or four hours—of course all 
would be regulated by the nature of the case. Syringing would 
be often necessary if there was much discharge. He generally 
used alum and sulphate of zinc, sulphate of copper sometimes. 
These were to be used as a lotion in a diluted form. 

Cross. examined.—The prescription put before him was his 
own, and was for sulphate of zinc and alum. Sometimes he 
used them together, and sometimes separately. The disease 
oftener than not arose from the mother having leucorrhcea 
during her confinement. It may occur without any leucorrheea, 
According to the poison with which the child was infected the 

i varied. It was a very common thing for children to 
have an inflammation of the eye not traceable to any cause, and 
which yielded to a slight treatment. lt would be difficult to 
say whether the inflammation arose from cold or poison, but 
the remedy would be the same in both cases: 10 grains of 
tincture of zioc, 1 drachm of opium, and 3 ounces of water, he 
should say, was a very good astringent, and one adapted to the 
case, In amore advanced cise, 4 grains of sulphate of copper 
to2 drachms of water would be rather potent. A man actually 
seeing the case would be the best judge as to the potency of 
the remedy to be used. He knew Guthrie’s ointment. Guthrie 
always recommended it in cases like the present. 1t was com- 
posed of nitrate of silver and spermaceti. Cleanliness was 


absolutely necessary. Pus secreting within the iids would be — 


detrimental to the eye. It should be constantly cleansed with 
warm water. The eye should be thoroughly cleansed externally 
as well as internally. 

Upon re-examination, the witness said that, in his opinion, 
Guthrie’s ointment was not so much used as formerly. The first 
prescription ought to be applied every three or four hours if the 
discharge was great. The secoad prescription would probably 


be used by dropping it into the eye with a camel’s-hair brash 
two or three times in twenty-four hours, 

Dr. Diver said that he saw the child upon two occasions, and 
examined the left eye, which was very bad, and the right eye 
was in an ulcerated condition, and remained so for nearly a 
fortnight. He used a lotion composed of extract of belladonna 
and water, to be applied with an equal quantity of water, the 
lids to be held open and the liquid squeezed into the eyes. He 
quite with the mode of treatment prescribed by Mr. 
Alexander. The disease produced the ulcerated condition of 
the eye. The disease was a common one among infants, and 
generally yielded to treatment. 

In cross-examination, he said the disease often arose from the 
state of the mother, and the intensity of the disease depended 
upon the nature of the poison with which the child was infected. 
Leucorrhwea varied much in its character. Cleanliness was the 
most essential thing in such a disease as that the infant suf- 
fered from. 

Mr. Maybury stated that the eyes were extremely swollen, 
and a discharge was issuing from them. He did not see the 
| inside of the eyes, as opening them wonld have tortured the 
child. He refused to interfere, but at the mother’s request he 
sent 2 scruples of sulphate of alum and potash in 6 ounces of 
| distilled water, and directed it to be injected into the eyes, 

syringing out the matter every half-hour until the eyes were 
thoroughly cleansed of the matter. Loss of an eye did not 
frequently occur if prompt and continned treatment were 
adopted. At the Ophthalmic Hospital he never knew the loss 
of vision follow an attack of the disease, unless the child was 
brought there with the vision already impaired. 

When cross-examined, the witness said that he had often used 
the lotion every ten minutes. The treatment he found fault 
| with was in leaving the eye with matter within it, which would 
in a short time be destructive to its vision, He did say that 
the treatment was scandalous, but he did not mean by that 
that the defendant was a scandalous man. 

After some consultation the jury found a verdict for the 
defendant. 








Obituary. 


WILLIAM SENHOUSE KIRKES, M.D., F.R.C.P. 


We deeply regret to annoance the premature demise of Dr. 
William Senhouse Kirkes, Physician to St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital and Lectorer on Medicine in the Medical School. 
Dr. Kirkes was one of the most amiable, upright, and respected 
of metropolitan physicians. He was educated at the hospital, 
and distinguished himself in his physiological studies. His 
** Handbook of Physiology” was one of the clearest, ablest, 
and most accurate of books, had great popularity, and was 
deservedly held as an authority. Among the most important 
of his contributions to the science of medicine were his papers 
on ** The Detachment of Fibrinous Deposits from the Interior 
of the Heart, and their Mixture with the Circulating Blood.” 
Together with the eminent Virchow, the name of Kirkes 
stands firmly connected with the subject of Embolism, one of 
the most fruitful inquiries in modern pathology. Dr. Kirkes 
was one of the Commission whom we recently announced as 
nominated by the Admiralty and Horse Guards to inquire into 
the nature, treatment, and prevention of venereal disease, He 
had attended the last meeting of the committee in the com- 
mencement of the week, and came home complaining of a 
feeling of cold and depression. He became rapidly worse ; 
pleurisy developed itself; with this, we believe, pericarditis 
and bematuria. Dr, Kirkes had the benefit of the skill of his 
distinguished friend and colleague, Dr. Burrows; but he never 
rallied. He has been cut off thus suddenly in the early prime 
of a career full of promise and of the first fruits of labour, 
and his loss under such a painfully sudden visitation will be 
felt most keenly. Consequent on his death will probably be 
the promotion of Dr. Martin to the office of physician, leaving 
| a vacancy among the assistant: physicians. 





CHARLES B. WOOD, R.N., 
SURGEON TO EMS ‘ ORLANDO,” 

IN a communication from Mr, Solly respecting the lamented 
decease of this gentleman, he says: “ Mr. Wood lost his life 
| lately in the Mediterranean. He was for some years a ship- 
| mate of my sou, and through that circamstance J had the good 
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fortune to make his acquaintance. Mr, Wood was an honour 
to his profession as a surgeon, and to the naval service, where 
all are honourable men. He was as sound a medical practi- 
tioner as I ever came across in my professional life. He knew 
what to do as a medical surgeon, and how to do it as a prac- 
tical surgeon. He was a good naturalist, and a strictly scientific 
observer of nature. In his last commission he had the good 
fortune to serve under Captain Richards, the present hydro- 
grapher to the mavy. This gentleman, in speaking of him, 
after paying a high compliment to my professional brother in 
the naval service, said: ‘But | never met a man to whom 
I became more attached. He waseverything that one wanted in 
a surgeon. He was a friend and a companion on whom I could 
always rely for kindly intercourse and sincere sympathy.’” 
Mr. Solly adds: ‘I am sure you will forgive my occupying a 
small space of your valuable pages to bear testimony to one 
who has done honour to us, and over whose untimely death we 
may be thus permitted to offer our tribute of respect.” 

The following letter is from the captain of the Orlando :— 

“ Deo, 6th, 1864. | 

“ My pear Sir,—I am very glad to hear from you that it is | 
intended in Tue Layxcer to do honour to the memory of poor 
Dr. Wood, for no man can be more deserving of ench a mark 
of respect than he was, and I know it will be gratifying to oll 
classes who have been associated with him in the naval service, 
For myself, [ entertained the highest respect for him as a 
public officer, and the warmest regard as a valued friend, He 
served, a8 you are aware, in two ships with me for nearly six 
years, and enjoyed the regard and esteem of all on It 
falls, indeed, to the lot of few men to make so many friends as 
he did; and since his lamented death I have received letters 
from many who were associated with us in that long voyage, 
expressing a high sense of his worth, and deep regret at his 
untimely end,— I am, my dear Sir, very faithfully yours, 

“Samuel Solly, Esq.” **Gro, Henry Ricnarps. 








THOMAS WALTER JONES, M.D., MONTREAL, | 


Tuts gentleman died at Montreal, on the 28th of October, 
after a few hours’ illness, He had suffered the day before from | 
a slight injury to one of bis hands, and during the night con- 
gestion of the brain came on, followed by insensibility and | 
death, He was anative of Canada, but pursued his studies at | 
Edinburgh, where he graduated as Doctor of Medicine. He 
was Physician to the General Hospital and the Montreal Dis- 
pensary, was Treasurer to the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, and Fellow of McGill College. Very few men were 
better known throughout Canada than Dr, Jones ; during the 
rebellion there in 1837 he gave up the practice of his profession 
and commanded a troop of Cavalry for some years, and espe- | 
cially distinguished himself by his energy and dash, during the | 
three years that rebellion lasted. He continued in command | 
until the dissolution of his own corps, and resumed practice, 
fully showing that he was as capable of wielding the knife as 
the sword. He was an accomplished anatomist and a good 

ractical surgeon, and at one time was Professor of Anatomy 
in the St, Lawrence School of Medicine at Montreal. He paid 
a visit to this country last year, and was introduced to all the 
men of note in London and elsewhere, meeting many who | 
were his contemporaries when a pupil at Edinburgh. After tra- 
velling over various parts of Europe he retarned to Canada | 
in August, much improved in health, but for some time he had 
been labouring under aortic disease, which caused anxiety to 
his friends in this country, and which no doubt hastened his 
end, His faneral was attended by all the leading citizens of 
Montreal, and the military, headed by his Excellency General 
’ Fenwick brag = Aah sg aye of the a. Dr. 
ones was a very man, and commanding ap- 
ce, and a man of note during a trying period of Canadian 
istory, when the entire British population were under arms. 
Our informant served throughout the campaign, and frequently 
was thrown into the company of Jones, whose activity will 
long be remembered, not only by his i brethren in 
Canada, but by numerous companions in arms in this country. 











Apprysrookr’s Hospitat, Camprtpo8.—This building 
is rapidly approaching its re-erection. It will be a great im- 


provement upon the old building, much more commodious, 
with spacious wards, convalescent rooms, &c. The accom- 
modation for out-patients, other offices, and one ward will be 
on the ground floor; wards for medical patients will be on the 





first floor, and above will be the ical wards and operating- 
room, 


Medical Hetvs. 
Rovat Cottzer or Surcsons or Exatanp. — The 
following members of the College, having been elected Fellows 
at previous meetings of the Council, were admitted as such op 
the Sth inst., viz :— 
Forhes, John, Royal Crescent, Notting-hill; diploma of member- 
ship dated April 10, 1827. 
Garner, Robert, Stoke-upon-Trent; March 4, 1631. 
Tweed, John James, dape Brook-street ; July 26, 1643. 
Wallis, Frederic, Bexhill, Suseex; December 16, 1842. 
Aprotuscariss’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the lst inst. :— 
Appleby, Frederick Henry, East Retford, Notts, 
er, George Benson, Cross-street, Islington. 
e, Robert Farrer, Leigh, Lancashire. 
Butlin, Charles Henry, Camborne, Cornwall. 
Earle, Robert Charies, Totnes, Devon 
Markby, Thomas, St. George's Hospital. 
Owen, Robert Edward, Guy's Hospital. 
Tidy, Charles Meymot', Phe Hothes, Cambridge-beath. 
The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 
Ridout, Charles I.y: n, St. George's Hospital. 
Duke, John Chalien, King’s College. 
Campripes.—The following gentlemen passed the first 
M.B, examination in November jast :— 
R. J. Lee, B.A., Caius. 
G. Mickley, B.A., Ciare. 
Oxstretetc Comptiments.— At the meeting of the 
Obstetrical Society of London, on the 7th inst., the following 
gentlemen were elected Foreign Honorary Fellows :— Professor 


| Hecker, of Munich; Professor Pajot, of Paris; and Dr. J, 


Marion Sims, of Paris. 


Royat Cotteer or Parsicians, Epixnvnen.—At 
the annual meeting Dr. Burt was unanimously re-elected 
President of the College. The election dinner took place in 
the evening, in the hall of the College in Queen street, when 
amongst the guests present were—the Kight Hon. the Lord 
Provost, his Grace the Dake of Argyll, the Lord Advocate, 


| Lord Neaves, Mr. Whyte Melville, Mr. Bell, President of the 


Royal College of Surgeons, and his council ; Dr. Ritchie, Presi- 


| dent of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of ——— 


Professors Moir and Spence, Dr. Currie, C.B, ; and the i 
officers of the garrison, &c, 

Tue Arproatn Inrirmary has recently received £100, 
being a legacy of the late ex-provost Johnston, in addition to a 
legacy of £300 previously bequeathed by Mrs. Johnston. 

Leav-Potsontre.—At an inquest recently held at Rat- 
cliffe by Mr. Richards, on a case of death of a person employed 
in a white lead factory in Limehouse, the jury found in their 
verdict “that it would be desirable, for the better protection 
of life, that there should be a systematic inspection of such 
establishments by Government officers.” . 

Trestimoni1at To Da. Rixosr, or Untvenstry Cottecs 
HosprraL.—At a meeting of the students of the above School, 
on the 25th ult., the Chairman, Dr. Rawlins, presented an 
elegant silver service, with a suitable address, to Dr. Ringer, 
Professor of Materia Medica and Assistant-Physician to the 
Hospital, as a token of their appreciation of his good qualities 
as a physician, and of his kindness to them at the hospital, 

Tae Merropotrtan Potice Stations loudly call for 
inquiry into the state of the accommodation ided for 
persons who are temporarily confined in the cells, and espe- 
cially as regards the amcunt of attention paid to those whose 
health requires more than ordi care, Dr. Lankester has 
recently held an inquest at the House of Correction on the 
body of Benjamin w, whom the surgeon of the prison 
described as a ‘‘ broken-down old man, who died from chronic 
bronchitis,” He was taken into custody at Kensington on the 
3rd inst., on suspicion of i y pawning, and was made to 
walk from Kensington to Paddington, rain falling heavily 
during the whole time, On arriving there, he and his wife, 
being wet through, were thrust into a cold cell, ission to 
dry or warm themselves being refused. On being taken before 
the magistrate on the following morning, he was remanded, 
and during the remand be died. He said ‘‘ that night did for 
him.” The jury having expressed their disa tion of the 
present police ts, returned as their verdict, ‘* That 
the deceased died bronchitis, and that his death was 
eqenprnny ap 20 a6 the Pednaas Police Station on the 
night previous to his appearance before the magistrate.” 
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Norta Starrorpsuize Mepicat Society. — The 
members of this Society held their twelfth annual meeting on 
the 17th ap at the rica A Staffordshire Hotel, SS 
Trent. It appears 6 secretary’s report, which was 
read, adopted, and ordered to be printed, that the Society has 
held an average number of ordinary meetings, at each of which 
most able papers have been read, interesting cases narrated, 
and objects of interest exhibited, all eliciting very instructive 
and practical discussions. The Society’s finances are also in a 
most satisfactory condition. The retiring President (W. H. 
Folker, Esq.) having read an able address, the thanks of the 
members were cordially given to the past officers for their 
valuable services, The rules of the Society, having been com- 
pletely revised, were also ordered to be printed. e election 
of officers for the next year terminated thus :--President : 
Samuel Goddard, Esq. ‘Treasurer: James Yates, Esq. (re- 
elected). Honorary Secretary: Ralph Goodall, Esq. (re-elected), 
Committee: Dr. Cream, C. Orton Esq. (re-elected), J. Scott, 
Esq. (re-elected), Dr. Taylor, and Joseph Walker, Esq. (re- 
elected), 

Carpirr Inrrrmary.—The sum of £1000 has been 
bequeathed to this institution by the late Miss Savory, of 
Cheltenham. 

Krye’s Cottecs Hospitat.—The Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury have authorized the Paymaster-General to pay 
to the treasurer of King’s College Hospital the sum of £375, 
a a — of a bequest made by the late Madame de Lilly 
to Her Majesty for the benefit of the of London. The 
Royal Free Hospital has received a similar benefaction. 


Paysic Mititant.—The ladies’ prize cup, value £20, 
of the First Middlesex Artillery Volunteers, for shooting with 
the regulation carbine, was recently won at the Plumstead 
Ranges by Dr. Delisle Allen, assistant-surgeon to the corps. 
Dr. Allen is one of the most popular officers in his regiment, 
and his success with the ine rifle shows that whilst he 
attends to the health and comfort of his men, he does not 
overlook the more military aspect of his duties. We hope to 
be enabled to record other instances of successful shooting on 
the part of surgeons of Volunteer corps besides the foregoing. 


Me. Merretr’s Ventitatine Gusset.—In Tae Lancer 
of 1863 we drew attention to the i ious gussets invented by 
Mr. Merreté, a surgeon of conside experience, He advo- 
cated the use of this invention on the score of health and 
comfort, particularly to the soldier. After a delay we are glad 
to announce that the War-Office have at 1 determined on 
giving the gusset atrial. It will immediately be used by 4430 
of the troops, including the staff and non-commissioned officers 
and privates. Mr. Merrett’s gussets have been long in use in 
the. Post-Office, and in some other departments of the public 
service, and have met with the cordial approval of the medical 
authorities attached thereto, It is to be anticipated that the 
whole of the troops in Her Majesty’s service will receive the 
benefit of this useful little addition to their clothing. 


Homa@oratuic Mepictxzs.—Two children have been 
brought up at the Wisbech Police Court charged with stealing 
several bottles of homeopathic medicine from the shop of Mr. 
Finnell. It was said in court that they had eaten the contents 
of more than 20 bottles without ‘‘ being either better or worse 
for it.” The children were dismissed with a reprimand. 


Enpvurance or Human Lirs.—A remarkable instance 
of the power of supporting hunger has recently occurred at 
Horsham, near Melbourne, in Australia, Two boys, aged nine 
and five, and a girl of seven, being sent into the ‘“‘bush” to 
gather broom, lost their way, and after a long search, in which 
the natives were employed, were discovered sleeping on a 
clump of broom, They had been eight days and nine nights 
without food, and with only one drink of water. 

An Improvement IN THE Opgration oF Lirnorrity.— 
When the fragments are large and angular, and the stream of 
urine is powerless to cause their discharge through the 
meatus, sur, are in the habit of using either large catheters 
to get rid of the detritus by injections, or of employing litho- 
trites or forceps to crush the stone in the urethra. M. Staison- 
neuve thinks this procedure too tedious, and necessitating too 
great a number of sittings. In considering this subject, he 
recollected @ screw, somewhat resembling the common 
instrument used to draw corks, when worked in a tube, caused 
sand and detritus situated at the a  eotlag the tube to be 
attracted by the motion of the screw, cast off by the upper 
part of the same tube. He had, therefore, a hollow instrument 
made in the form of a catheter, with a large opening on its 





concavity, in which the detritus could easily lie. 
In this tube is a kind of corkscrew, the continuous 
movement of which attracts all the be wy ad lying in the 
fundus of the bladder, crushes them like coffee beans, and expels 
So ene ae Sp ngpen cites of the tube. Experi- 
ments on the body on patients have proved, to M. 
Maisonneuve’s satisfaction, that the instrument, which he calls 
“lithexeris” will admirably answer the purpose. 
Memonriat.—A handsome 
Blandford, Dorset, in which has 
following inscription :—‘* Erected for public use by Thomas 
Horlock Bas and dedicated by him to the of his 
esteemed friends, George Coombe, and Andrew Coombe, M.D. 
and of their zealous efforts to diffuse a knowledge of the 
human constitution and of the laws of nature as conducive to 
the preservation of health and the advancement of morality. 
October, 1864.” 
Incrgass oF Fever 1x THE Metnoporis.—As an illus- 
tration of the increase of fever in the metropolis, the following 
statistics of the London Fever Hospital may be quoted. While 
of patients in that hospital, in the three ye.rs ending 1861, the 
average number was 543, and in 1862 and 1863 it rose to 2400 
annum, daring the present year, up to the 30th ult., it 
reached the large amount of 3247. 





MEDICAL VACANCIES, 


Bristol Roval lola et House-Surgeon, vice Mr. Cooper, resigned. 

Garstang Union—Medical Officer for the Forton District. 

Huddersfield and Upper 

Leeds Public Dispensary— > 

London Surgical Home for Diseases of Women—House-Surgeon. 

South Staffordshire General H — House-Surgeon, vice Mr, Kough, 
resigned; and Surgeon, vice Mr. Thomas, resigned, 





MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


F. C. Baruxy, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Medical Officer for the South Dis- 
trict of the Norwich Incorporation ot the Poor and to the Girls’ Home, vice 
C. E. Muriel, M.R.C.S.E., resigned. 


J, Bret, M.B.C.S.E., has been Oe Eee See and Secretary to the 
Dis ~~ vice J. B. =, RCSE. 


spensary, 
PMC HRCA pe stn Ua, Deve vn WM Ce 
G. ieee Mee bas been appointed Physician to her Britannic Majesty’s 
w, G Concuaran SED. bas been appointed House-Sur 2m 0 the Derby- 
A Ht Bowaar, LARC hae bon lected Sangeon othe Derbi Gener 
H. G. Eamwsuaw, M.R.CS.E., late Certi! nes under y Factories 


fying 
has been a) ted by Sir George G 

w. a teseen M. TSE. has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
cinator for » oo District of the Bolton Union, Lancashire, vice 

W. A. Morton, .P. & 8, Glas., resigned. 
H. W. Freeman, M.B.C.S.E., late of the Middlesex Hospital, has been ap- 
inted Resident Physician's Assistant and A to the United 
ospital, Bath, vice C. 8. Barter, M.R.U.S.E., whose appointment has 


expired. 

H. F. a yee has oo, ee y amg Surgeon to the 
Derbyshire General Infirmary on ng as Surgeon. 

Cc. F. Laws, L.R.C.P.Ed., has been appointed Medieal Officer to the Henfield 
District of the Steyning Union, and also of the West Grinstead District 
of the Horsham U vice F. M 

T. Perxuvs, M.B.C.S.E., has been elected Officer and Publie Vacci- 
nator for the Suaith District of the Goole Union, Yorkshire, vice W. J. 


Hod M.D, 4 

c. Rorstox, M.D. oo appointed Public Vaccinator for the South- 
Western Division of Ward No. 1 of the Paddington Union. 

R. L. Smown, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Resident and Apothecary 
to the Western General Dispensary, Marylebone-road, vice C. O, Aspray, 
M.D., resigned, 


MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS, 
W. E. Atstow, M.D. ref Assist.-Surg. Army, has 


sole medical 
J. A. Cox, M.D, 


promoted to 
D. Cunuxy, M.D. 
to the 3rd 


inteer 
A. Faas, MED, hs been appointed Assist.-Surg. to the 1st Aberdeenshire 
olunteer Corps. 
J. Fryer, M.R.C.S.E., has been Hon. Assist.-Surg. to the 12th North 
Riding of Yorkshire Rifle Volunteer Corps, vice Robinson, . 
R. A. P. Grawr, M.R.CS.E., Staff AssistSurgeon Army, has been appointed 
Surg. to the 43rd Foot, vice Henry, who has e: 
H. Cons, St Assist.-Surg. Army, has 
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w. vt M.R.C Assist. al Artillery, has been promoted 
to Stall Sa ice halt Bare. Taylor LD. on belt peg 
P. Cdomna, MD, bes has been ted Surg. to the 7th Rifle Valunteer 
ak T. Litt, 


|.» resigned. 
arene Assist.Surg. "RN, Feb. 7th, 1857, has been appointed to 


W. H. Lescrs, Ny ae rt tere yp le de ee 
fant Sergon ie oy Artillery, vice Maunsell, whose appointment 


8, A. Lrtacow, L.R.C.8.Ed., Assist.-Surg. in the 3rd Dragoon Guards, has been 
appointed Assist.-Surg. in the 17th Lancers, vice Cullen, M.D., who has 


0. J. Fe oe pa series . May 23rd, 1861, has been appointed to the 


J. epeny, Saw! B.N. Jan. lot, Bate dans ten sonsttind fo the “ Formid- 
able” (addi! ese Be vies wed Oe ee ee 
J. W. 8. Merxtesouy, M.D., Assist.-Surg. Aug. 4th, Tapa bas been pro- 
moted to Surgeon. 
J. mrp oe Sete Lente 
0. inom, Likes tat Garg Armey, bas been appointed Surg. in the 
vice Woolfteyes, M.D. who bas ex 
A. By fern LL, Assist.-Surg. ea Se ‘oot, has been ap- 
ted Staff Assist,-Surg. sme wae Ie Youll, deceased 
Prison at Benares, Bengal, has 
Central Prison at Agra. 
, attached to the 107th F has been ap- 
3 Inspector-<ien. of Hospitals, 
Feb, 17th, 1958, ee ee ee 
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charge ot a ‘25th 
Punjaub pane canes (temporarily), vice Surg. G. E. Givins, who has 
to 


J. a a ba ee R.N. Nov. Ist, 1845, has been appointed to 
G. R. Puayratrs, M.D., Civil of Bengal, has been appointed to 
-deshans as hepatnsondent of the Combed Prison at Agra, as a temporary 
arrangement. 
J. Pesaran eat Assist.-Surg. R.N. Feb. 29th, 1864, has been appointed to 
ey a.” 
w. — -Surgeon R.N. May 17th, 1859, has been appointed to the 
J. BR. Buppock, M.R.C.S.E., has been Assist.-Surg. to the 4th West 
B. Sonny, MRCS, Asia pen setiiens, an heen spel ited Staff 
REY, c im 
A. D. Taxson, M.D., ‘Stadt 
honorary rask of Deputy 
J. ee = = the wed! parton and Sarg Su 
wil poh nan pal day 
tn Surg. to the 107th Foot, has been 
ofthe Division and Brigade Staff at Oude, fa 
Surg. G. Saunders, transferred to 








Marriages, and Deaths. 
BIRTHS. 
On the 23rd Oct., at Lucknow, the wife of Dr. T. Mathew, Indian Service, of a 
iter. 
On the 2nd ult., at Garth, Llanddewi-Creff, the wife of J. Rowland, M.D., of 
On the 23nd ult, at Bristol, the wife of F. Poole Lansdown, M.B.C.8.E., of a 


On the 36th ult, at the Naval Hospital, the wife of Dr. 
gion of a son. 
road, Liverpool, the wile of 
of A. Whitefield, M.R.C.S. 


Hughes, M.D, 
an of Exeter, of 
Une Wight "the wife of ot J.B. Gibson, 


of ason. 


ci Biloburely the wife of Dr. C. J. Devonshire, Assistant- 
a oy of a daughter. 

Stoke Newington, 2W le 
still-born.” 
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f 


, M.B.CS. 


York, J: rah Bang , aged 72. 


Presle, M.R.C.S.E., Surgeon 


on the passage from Rangoon to © 
eyelone, C. G. E. Ford, F.R.C.S.E., Surgeon Madras 
son of the late L. G, Ford, Physician-General Madras 


Oct., F. Browne, Assist.-Surg. Army, on half-pay, late of the 


Botney Loten Cectennem, J. L. Arnott, M.D., aged 23, 
George Bull, M_D. 36. 

renee, Plestdily, 8. 4. Kent, M.D., of St. John’s- 
Cannon- en, Dr. C. 8S. Hanson, 


Forres, 
Athol-street, 
Robert 


aged 
e. , L.F.P. & 8. Glas. 
Liverpool, T. L. H. Pell, Surgeon. 
.R.C.S.Ed., of Banbridge, Co. Down. 
bers, Regent-street, R. Cooper, 
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T. H. 8—The case is peculiar, and involves questions of much interest both 
to the public and the profession. When a medical practitioner is engaged 
to attend a woman during her confinement, a legal contract is made. 
Should the practitioner be otherwise engaged at the time of parturition, it 
is doubtful whether he has fulfilled his part of the contract, and equally 
doubtful whether he could recover his fee in a court of law. It would be in 
the power of the patient to reject the services of the attendant whom the 
medical practitioner might appoint. There might arise a question whether 
due notice had been given to the gentleman engaged to attend that his 
services would be required. If it could be shown that reasonable notice 
had not been given, it is probable that the plaintiff, under such circum- 
stances, might successfully substantiate his claim. Upen principle, how- 
ever, it is desirable never to prosecute under these circumstances. Such a 
proceeding tends to embitter differences and to engender animosities. The 
question, however, quoad its medical aspect, has a more definite and anequi- 
vocal bearing. When a gentleman attends in the absence of another, it is his 
manifest duty to regard himself merely in the position of a loewm tenens, 
and to retire from the case on the arrival of the ordinary attendant. Any 
departure from this wholesome regulation is derogatory to the honour of 
the profession, and most injurions to its members in the eyes of the public. 
Dissensions amongst ourselves are always attended with injury to our 
status and reputation ; and though the offender against the laws of etiquette 
may reap a temporary advantage from his condact, he is sure to be a loser 
both in character and emolument by his transgression. 

Tax communication of Mr. Rigden shall be inserted next week. 


Ow tHe Ageatep Bagap as a Diet vor Inrants anv Invavips. 
To the Bditor of Tun Lanort, 


Sre,—I wish to call the attention of my medical brethren to the value of 
the aérated bread made by Dr. Dauglish'’s system as a food for infants and a 
diet for invalids, especially those sutfering from dyspepsia in any of its forms, 

mote | in the usual way with yeast or leaven has the first principles of 
fer t d ition, and putrescence commenced in it, and when 
taken inten a stomach in which, from disease or the weakness of infancy, the 
cena juices are not suffic iently powerful to arrest the fermentive process, it 

mes a source of discomfort, flatulence, diarrhaa, &c. On the contrary, 

the aérated bread, being vesiculated or lightened by the mechanical action of 
the fixed air or carbonic acid gas, has none of the putrefactive elements in its 
com . It is therefore easily digested and assimilated, and may even 
be eaten quite new by the dyspeptic without feeling any of the discomfort 
which new leavened bread generally produces on all but the most vigorous 





8. 

I have a patient who has suffered from indigestion for some years, and 
whose great difficulty in diet was her bread, as she could only eat home-baked 
bread after it had been made three or four days. She could not tolerate 
bakers’ bread, and when on a visit to London used to have her bread sent 
from the country. This lady can eat the aérated bread new without any dis- 
comfort—in fact, it digests better than the home-made, and she has a box 
seni her every week from London. 

The aérated bread has a like salutary effect on infants where they are 
obliged to be brought up wholly or partially by hand. I have seen children 

@ away from diarrhea and atrophy under a diet of common pap or fous 

mois, or any of the compounds which are vaunted as wonderful foods for 

infants, recover in a very short time after the aérated bread has been substi- 
tuted for them. 

A few days since a lady informed me that her child, who had been fed for 
months with the aérated bread, and had during that time enjoyed uninter- 
rupted good health, was during a visit to a distance from home obliged to 
have fermented bread. Diarrhea and sickness was the consequence, which 
only abated on the child’s return to his aérated bread diet. 

e aérated bread forms a soft, jelly-like compound when mixed with milk 
and water, which is easily sucked through the tube of a common feeding- 
— and with a little fine sugar makes a food of which infants grow very 


Dr. Corfe, of the Middlesex Hospital, informs me that since he has been 
able to procure aérated bread for his patients, he has found those cases of 
dyspepsia which so often affect the brain-workers of the creat metropolis— 
men who work for the press, &c—more amenable to treatment than when 
they were compelled to eat leavened bread, most of it containing alum, with- 
out which the bakers cannot make their ‘Joaves and rolls white enough for 
“4 London market. 

rs of our hospitals, barracks, and union houses would find that 

byint introducing the aérated bread as an article of diet into those institutions, 

ey would more quickly restore the sick to convalescence and more per- 
manently retain the vigour of the healthy. 

The 4 “ Pp ~- at Br t yt eaters, the ney one in 
Lendon which supplies its patients with aérai it being a at 
point in “the treatment of consumption to provide food that is Ghdielome, 
nutritious, and easily digested and assimilated. 

I remain, Sir, yours fraly, 
T. SanGrEr, 


Convalescent Hospital, Seaford, Dec. 1st, 1964. 


A. C. C-—1. The third edition of Dr. Aitken’s “Science and Practice of 
Medicine” has just been published.—2. After all, the old and well-known 
“ Dublin Dissector” is as good as any our correspondent can possess. 

Medical Student (Bilston) should address a medical publisher. 





M.R.C.S. 


Treatment oF Distocation or THE Prronevs Brevis. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancrr, 
pe annet mnandas ppenepaaese wot the peroneus brevis 


pap merge Seems agent fe oan castecs of the malleolus ? 
T have tried bandaging. 
December, 1 


Your obedient servant, 
A Reapgr. 











Constans.—Though there may be some force in the arguments 


employed, 
there can be ne doubt that Captain Clarke, by the course he had the 
courage to pursue, has rendered very important service to the public. The 
profession has a less direct interest in the suppression of quackery than 
the commnanity at large. The real grievance which duly-qualified and re- 
ct practiti suffer is, that the public are apt to associate them 
occasionally with the vagabonds and scoundrels who prey upon the weak- 
ness and credulity of their victims, Perhaps, with an exception or two, 
the advertising crew are totally unqualified, and have no real connexion 
with the medical profession, which repudiates them with disgust. 
Vindex.—It is unnecessary to notice the subject further. 








Tas Usiversity or Epinsures. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


Srr,—As an alumnus of the University 2 Edinburgh, I cannot allow the 

statement made by “ M.R.C.S. and L.A.C.” to go forth Orne That 

gentleman makes the ming cn mouncement. that “ A short ae ames 
faring the year of grace, the University of eee. with a most 
pint offered its licence to men having a La) without examination. 

nm what authority he makes this know. He seems to be 
ignorant that Universities only grant degrees, and never “ offer licences.” If 
he gained these notions by attending * classes of private tutors, who “ do 
not make any difference in their course of instruction between those who + 
working for the College and Hall aod those preparing 
College of Physicians,” I can only su such private tutors might 
Sone J ee ee Would i be ibe for such a class of practi- 

our correspondent 8, ould it r a class 
tioners to add the Uni with any hope of success?” 1 think that I 
may safely assume the venpenetbity of assuring all “ M.R.CS. and L.A.C.s” 





that a petition of that nature would be simply regarded as an i 
University authorities. If “M.R.C.S. and L.A.C.” wants the Edin! de- 
gree, let him reside there, and pass the examinations. I think it too 


AR coy Sy vol having to reply t¢ these ese impodent 
$s! su to t aving to 
eho ms ees and licences ; I am confident that if either the Uni- 
or the London College of Physicians will at some 
niyo + their diploma for poms, Pat and pence, I Tshall not 
mthe only one who will retarn to them their 

For the information of all who covet y teamed a) and all the examinations 
fot which they are unable to pass, I may as well state that the Medical 
Council has the power (and in one tastene it has —. a! eee of 
prohibiting the granting of licences to any Re esy 
tion. Knowledge of this. fact may save 8. and LAC. — as we as 
others, some trouble in hunting for a om without any 

I remain, Sir, yours, &., 
December 3rd, 1864. MLD. 
To the Editor of Tux Lawcezr. 

Sre,—Your co dent, “M.R.C.S. and LAC.” ascribes to the Uni- 
versity of _—— such “a most liberal — as I can assure him it 
never possessed. padi y poeta emma sale, without the usual exami- 
nations, during any rv Le ee. 

“M.RCS. and L. dently refers to the Royal College of - ~~ 
of Edinburgh, the ast liberal spirit,” or, in other words, the shallow trea- 
pow! dance =| induced it to barter = honoar. — = gentlemen who 
em SS ote ees appearing a = 
blushingly assumed the University title of “ Doctor of Medicine,” and I pre- 
sume that is an ex ation of the error. 

The College of Physicians incurred such an amount of odiam the 
gracious period it “ kept shop” that I fancy it would be useless to it 
to resume its trade; and it would certainly be difficult to obtain the consent 
of the General Medical Council, since that y contributed towards stopping 
the perfidious traffic on the former occasion, 

If “M_R.C.S, and L.A.C.” knew the general class of men who bought the 
lieence at Edinburgh, he would not, I think, be ambitious to join their ranks. 

Your obedient servant, 
Oxford, December 5th, 1864, MB. 


The Writer.—The testimonial referred to was given before the collection was 
made to serve its present purpose. We are fully acquainted with all the 
circumstances to which our correspondent refers. 


Tas Gerrrtwy Testrworra: Purp. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


S1r,—The following subscriptions have been further received on behalf of 
the above Fund :— 


J. A. Ledgard, Esq., Wetherby... ... ...  .. 2 60 
as . ‘wate Eeq., Towcester ... ti mom O86 6 

060 
Robt. King, Esq., Uxbridge, per Dr. Luce . 06560 
G. H. M‘Namara, Esq., d ditto lie 
Dr. J J. Luce * ito ditto 110 
Amount bane SN eee aee 105 62 6 
Received at Taz ene 614 0 

Yours < bediontly, 
Best Fow.sn, M.D., 
"and Hon, See, 


145, Bishopsgate-street Without, Dec. 7th, 1864. 


7. T.—We believe that as far back as the time of Mason Good (about 1820) 
croup was treated with cold applications to the throat, Ice has lately been 
used for the same purpose (applied to the larynx) in Canada. 


Taz Meprcat Proression in THE CoLonrEs. 
To the Editor of Tux pomwmne 
Srr,—In South Australia, I there are fai: 

number of medical men. a the c! gt. ‘Adelaide, 

— com ~~ and if not, then in some 
sed there some time, and have no 

mip P and BG.” with my addeees if he wishes ferther inleoneaion 
I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

December 6th, 1964. c. RB 
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A Member of the Medical Council and Homaopathy.—For the communication 
to have any weight whatever, the implicated person should be pointed out, 


and the name and address of the writer appended. 
Caustic’s observations are no doubt just; but they would, if published, 
also libellous. 


M.D., (Liverpool.)—The subseription should originate with the public, who 


have a greater interest in the matter than the medical profession. 


Meprcat Deata CERTIFICATES. 
To the Raitor of Tas Lancet. 


S1a,—My attention has just been called to some correspondence upon this 


} 


bject in your es, and as my name is mentioned therein, | beg for the in- 


su y' 

sertion of the fo oe communication :— 
I was requested by Mr. Humphreys to make a post-mortem examination 

the lad Eagle. I was instructed that he had died suddenly, without havi 

been seen alive by any medical gentleman, bat that some one (Messrs. T 


and Reilly) had ore made 4 post-mortem examination without the 
, and death 


Coroner’s authority given a certificate which ascribed the 
mesenteric disease 


were sent to me as an independent witness, and 


these instractions 

inquest was held chiefly in order to vindicate the law of the land aad the 

jurisdiction of the Coroner; and I considered that the gentlemen who had 

on om themselves to mutilate a body, which was undoubtedly within the 
's jurisdiction, had no locus standi in the case otherwise than as they 


t become liable to the censure of the Court for having prevented 


witness from coming to a elear conclusion as to the cause of death. More- 
over, the inquest was to be held within twenty-four hours after I received m: 
instructions. The daylight was nearly spent, and, being short of time, I di 
not feel eased wpe to put myself into communication with these gentlemen ; 
ved at the house I offered to wait until the friends should 


bat when | a 
have had time to fetch any medical gentleman whom they might wish to 


I have given these circumstances fully, because this case has been coupled 
with the case of Dr. Goss, whereas no two cases could be more widely «is- 
i In the one case the inquest was called because it was alleged that 

met her death through misconduct on the part of Be. Sam, ent 


f 


that gentleman was actually t upon his trial for the manslaughter 


patient who had died under the care of other titioners fifteen days after 

the labour at which Dr. Goss had officiated, au under such circumstances it 

was only at the last moment that Dr. Goss indirectly learned that a post- 

mortem examination had been deliberately made without bie being pocnent, 
upon 


and that an ip was on the point of assembling to put him 


ped 5 whereas in the present cane these fe modicns ewation as 
made a post-mortem examination. There was no cngpeeties as 
a neither of them had set eyes upon the patient for a long time 


to 
previous to his death, and during that time he had actually 





never 
cause of certain colicky attacks to which the child was liable. 
I will as soon as submi' 


in heving sheteined from reporting it. 

I will now just add that at the last moment Mr. Todd produced the m 

trunk of the mesenteric arte taini t deposit, but 
dilatation, 





ry, some ¢ 
and he stated that he had found a large quantity of 
sti of that 





t 
—viz., that “the intestines were very much congested ; 


and “assuming the 
be a fact,” | assented to its being assigned as the immediate 


to 
cause of death. The body was well nourished, and in no way blanched. 


I write at this moment in great haste and from memory, and subject to 


correction with regard to terms and minor points of fact. 
Your obedient 


our servant, 
Gower-street, Bedford-square, Dec. 1564. Jauzs Epucwps, M.D. 


To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 


Srm,—In your number of last week you published a letter from “ A City 


5 » "| fully concur with the statements he made with reference to 


Coroner, whose way of obtaining the medical opinion is through the beadle. 


I need not say how distorted such opinions often are. 
The three following cases I have taken from my 


note-book. They all 
ocourred this present year, within a few weeks of one another, in the City of 


1. A woman wished me to see her child who had suddenly died. She told 
me one story about it, and the registrar a total different one. He registered 


it without a certificate, and no inquest was 


2. A woman was found by the police locked up in a room. She was dead, 
ind the door. She had not been seen 


the jurymen wished for medical 
ble of coming again, 


t, would not 


FE 
s 
= 
Eel 
2 
zg 
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even 
ar or a Coroner, and thereby do awa: with all mock ceremon 


evr 


? 
if the Coroner has to find out the “ cause of death,” as is stated in 
hout medical evid , particularly where 











” IT had never previously seen or known either of these 
medical gentlemen or the deceased or his friends, and I understood — 


through 
from tioner, because, as the father said, he had 
been satisfied with the explanation which he had received as to the 


possible it to the a fall report of this 
most interesting case, and it will then appear that [ have manifested some 


had 
Mr. Todd had also fallen into an error with regard to the Ce oine to 
out the fact was irreconcilable with another part of his deposition 


and so the affair 

for some time, and was attending as an out- 
few weeks previous to her death, died suddenly. 
ury were content to certify “death from natural 
y other cases; but must remark that if the Coroner only 


circumstances presen 
ret saw the case be better able to decide, and at once re- 
» causes” —better than a 


be 


of 


to 


its 


be 


ain 
no 


our 


evi- 


the 
and 
sus- 


the 


Coroner is ignorant of medical subjects? We all know that even in cases that 
a post-mortem examination 


are not at first sight suspicious, may reveal a 
oe be ill, and yet tak ? person ying, 

not a person be ill, and yet take poison? May not a be di > 
and yet have poison administered to him? Bat by the preseat system, at 
least in the City of London, such cases would be overlook: 

Again, a woman who wishes to t rid of her child, has bat to say to the 
Coroner or registrar that the child had a fit, and immediately she gets the 
pe Me it. Would a person hesitate to tell a lie who would commit 

e ’ 


But, to my mind, frequently it is not so mach the individual case that gives 
am ate to the Coroner’s inquest as the impression the trial leaves in the 
D bourhood. If those who contemplate evil know that everything that 
ean be done is done to find out the cause of sudden death, would not this 
greatly deter them from perpetrating the foal crimes they have in mind, and 
go greatly towards the prevention of secret slaughter ? 
1 am, Sir, yours obediently, 
December, 1564. Ayorane City Sure@xon. 


Studens—The examiners would take into consideration his general pro- 
ficiency in the subjects in which he was examined, and not reject him for 
his short-comings in any one particular subject. 


Tue Cuaupion or THE Proresston 
Lx last week’s Ezeter Gazette appears the following. Comment is unne- 
cessary :— 

“ Nov. 20, at Beaconsfield, the wife of William Talley, Esq., Solicitor, a 
daughter. No Doctors.” 
Common Sense will perceive that we have not overlooked the points to which 
ho alludes. 

Poor-Law Murpvrircat Rerosm. 
Teo the Bditor of Tux Lancet. 
Sir—I enclose the copy of a correspondence with the Poor-law Board, 
which you may probably consider sufficiently interesting for i 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Ladlow, Nov. 30th, 1864. ‘ Hy. Meyuorr, M.R.CS. 


Ladiow, Nov. 15th, 1864 

My Loxzps arp Gryttzmen,—I beg leave most respectfully to suggest a 

for the consideration of the Poor-law Board, which | feel assured will 
simplify and faciiitate the carrying out of the recommendation of the 
mittee of the House of C that “ medical officers of unions should be sup- 
plied with expensive drugs.” Instead of attempting to define what drugs are 
expensive, | would propose that the medical officer of every union be allowed a 
certain sum of money every quarter to be expended in costly drags according 
to his discretion, and that this sum should be estimated in proportion to the 
number of cases reported to the Board of Guardians io the weexly returns. 
This sum might b- charged to the unions totally irrespective of the salaries 
of the medica! officers, under the item of “ expensive drags,” on the same 
principle that cod-liver oil is charged to some unions. I would further pro- 
pose that £1 per quarter for every 100 cases be allowed. 

I have the honour to remain, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 


Hewey Meysort, Medica! Officer. 
To the Poor-law Commissioners. 
Poor-law Board, Whitehall, Nov. 28th, 1864. 
Sre,—I am directed by the Poor-law Board to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 15th instant, and to thank you for the suggestions therein 
contained with reference to the recommendation made by the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, to the effect that the expensive medicines 
required by the paupers should be supplied by the guardians. 
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
H. Fiemuxe, Secretary. 





To Henry Meymott, Esq., Medical Officer. 


A Veteran Practitioner.—1. The establishment of a Medical Fund for Victoria 
is still under discussion in the colony.—2. The Medical Society of Victoria 
has decided not to adopt the British Pharmacopaia until the revised edition 
makes its appearance. 

@. T.—Aluminium is a very light metal. 


Tux Hewery Cass. 
To the Bditor of Tax Lancet. 
Sra,—In your columns of Saturday last Messrs. Pry and Trimmer, Solicitors 
for Captain Clarke in the above cass, suggest that their client is entitled to 
some consideration, not only from the medical profession, but from the public 


Now, a matter how important a service I may be inclined to think Captain 
has rendered to the public, and indirectly to medical men, I am at a 
loss tc see how that service extends more particularly to the medical profes- 
sion, as the note of Messrs. Fry and Trimmer seems to me to imply. “He 
( n Clarke) is entitled to some consideration, not only from the medical 
, but from the public generally,” sounds very much like the story of 

ing the cart before the horse. 
Suppose that an amateur solicitor, endowed with more sneaking craftiness 
than wisdom, were req ‘an educated gentleman to take charge of his 
y, and that the so-called solicitor were subsequently to appropriate the 
property for the support of his own private amateur actions, | am rather in- 
clined to think that men generally would be disposed to ridicule the 
proprietor of property, and, to say the least, would express con- 
siderable astonishment if suggestions were made to the eflect that the original 
prietor ought to have “consideration, not only from the legal profession, 
Bat from the public generally,” after he prosecutes the amateur lawyer, and 

tries to regain his lost substance. 
Between this case on the one hand, and that of Captain Clarke on the other, 
I can see but little difference, except that one is ideal, and the other real, 
I doubt not that many members of the medical profession will egy Ay a 
tribute towards the expenses of the trial of Henery and his seco ; bat in 


vantage received by re 
fession is v minute when compared with that received by the public by 
Mupicvs. 





the 


Captain ¢ himself. I am, Sir, yours, &e. 
Liverpool, Dec. 6th, 1964, a 
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_ NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Dec. 10, 1864. 








Cononsr’s Inquests. 

Tae writer in the Middlesex Chronicle, which has been forwarded to us, is 
evidently unacquainted with the objects of a Coroner's inquest. The very 
instances which he has quoted are forcible illustrations of this fact. There 
must be negligence somewhere, and blame attached to somebody, when a 
child is “accidentally” burned, and an inquiry into the cause of death 
might fix a serious responsibility on persons who had the charge of the 
deceased. So if a man falls into a river, accidentally or otherwise, various 
questions for the consideration of the jury might arise. As the jury is 
empanelled in all cases to investigate the “cause of death,” it ought to be 
evident to the most superficial “ observer” that the presiding judge should 
belong to the medical profession. How could any other than a medical 

estimate the value of evidence in cases of poisoning, deaths from 
certain injuries, and the like? It has been abundantly proved that medical 
Coroners are the most efficient. It is unnecessary to rebut the sland 


worse Confounded.—The coining of new words to which our corre- 
spondent alludes has become excessively tiresome. Even dentistry as it 
advances seems to be smitten with the prevailing mania. In a recent 
journal devoted to this branch of medical art, we met with “ Rhizodontrypy,” 
“ Plasticity in Orthodontia,” “Odontolite.” 


Tue poetic effusion of Frank Freeman has merit, but is scarcely suited to 
our columns. 
Tas Torxise Bara mm Drsrasz. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 
Sra,—In your impression of November 26th you made favourable mention of 
establishmen' 


Messrs, Poliard’s Turkish Bath t as associated with the adminis- 
tration of mercurial fur ion. 

I have been accus' to order the mercurial fumigation by means of the 
spirit-lamp and gown, which a nrond —— with inconvenience and 
cuese danger, a8 cautbet bo on pon for effi . Ishould 








inuendoes of the writer in the Middlesex Chronicle against the medical 
practitioners with respect to their “ motives” for making post-mortem exa- 
minations in which the cause of death is doubtful. Such statements are 
quite unworthy of notice. 


Tue StckyESs OF PREGNANCY. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sre,—Two letters in the last number of an journal have attracted my 
attention—one asking your readers to suggest a remedy for the sickness of 
pregnancy, ( ode «« other speaking highly of the the cogilection of ice to the spine as 
a remedy in sea-sickness. 

Now, although these two varieties of sickness have widely different exciting 

proximate cause in both instances must be of a somewhat similar 
, disturbance of the cerebro-spinal system. In neither case is 
lesion of the stomach itself. I would therefore su ait in if it has 
already been that the application of ice or cold in some form 
a should be tried in obstinate cases of pregnancy-si 
FS wp hong e ago I recommended a friend, Shs bale cue ef tue this kind, to 
the effect of applying a strip of cold steel to the spine every morning. 
a give. Bd fe ; but I would net a to say, with- 
poe oh roid it was due to se ae J suggested this 
chiefly from 
also from 
more than I am aware of) it is a common practice 
bleeding from the nose to undo the patient's shirt-collar, 
sized iron key down the back, and often with the apparent 
the hage. The cold—it does not matter much, I 
source, iron or ice—would, according to Dr. C ‘s 
in epistaxis, by controlling the action of the t 
of the — system. The — on th 
system must be a sed one, and th applicable to 
irritability of the stomach. If cold metal really proves of service, i eof 
& more convenient application, and more at hand t ice and ice- 
snip. moreover in the case of sea-sickness more likely to to be found on 

It is a difficult to understand that the cold-key practice in is, 

probably of semi- origin, was sufficient long ago to have be- 
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barbarous 
come in the hands of an original thinker the key to an important physiological 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


ee 


Fitzroy-square, Dec. 5th, 1864. 


(Rotherham) is referred to Tax Lancer of October 22nd for our 
thoughts upon “Dr. Hunter.” We cannot afford to spend any more time 
over him. The public will not form its opinion quite so quickly as we did; 
bat after experience it will doubtless agree with us. We leave the doctor 
and the public to adjust their mutual claims. 


Hewey M. Manes, M.D, 


Taz Goss Testimonrat Funp. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Srr,—I beg to enclose the second list of subscriptions to the above Fund : 
The Proprietors of the | H. Meadows... ... ... ... 2010 
ical Mirror ... ...£1 1 0) A.M. M‘Whinnie... .. ... 010 
_— a = ooo oy a a ae 
ow . Owen . mm «— OD 
10 - Powell 


easur¢ see 
us Ar 
ay 


tt it. 
“iL. Willshire | 
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I ‘remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 


Nowgu. Stowzrs, M.R.C.S. 
30, Newington-place, S., Dec. 7th, 1864. 


Abraham.—Night visits are usually charged at a higher rate than are day 
visits. How would our correspondent like to be called out of his warm 
bed? 

Herrss Zoster. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

Sre,—In reply to the letter from “ M.D. wie. Edin.,” in your last number, 
requesting hints as to treatment for the succeeding herpes zoster, I would 
reapectfull suggest the eg in, tion of morphia in the immediate 
neigh! ee the seat at it dm ond that he does not possess a 
—, ad eee Aaees 7) poe Apne this bea a 

applied over —_ part, Te- 

— eealaliee. — usted — < ith morphia, capilions 

the efficacy o 


December, 1864, M.D., L.R.CS8.E. 





therefore much prefer sendi an eatabliahment at wl at which they 

could have the advan‘ — = ap hm aye) which I might 

be assured that the fu’ ny aud Lp = 

tent attendants. But how cbeud = Me Seaate Can we be 

a to the Brompton establishment we shal) stil] retain them - 
essrs. Pollard are, I believe, practitioners of some standing. Do they 

and Ur cepeeeiingen tebaipenbtio’ enth ptterts Rem ear ans? E 

y su us, raw such 
would be as well if the Messrs. Pollard would 


patien 
ven by the medica] attendant ar? a 
sri yh uy BE src ae sea cha of th 


petien Sir, yours truly, 
Croydon, Nov. 28th, 1864, Dvusrovs. 


*,* Messrs. Pollard scrupulously avoid interfering in any way with the patients 
“eutousted to them by their medical brethren.—Ep. L. 


Fees to Meprcan WitNeEesses. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
S1r,—Under the head of “ Notices to Correspondents” in Tux Lancet of the 
, you state, in answer to Dr. J. W. Wilson, that, “ when a medi- 
give evidence which is not purely of a , 
° 





the morning, and my services were not 
guilty. When the other witnesses were 
wicnwee fr t, 5s., which I refused, 

r 


= ae a da 
vs ench 


peter 
Bungay, Nov. 29th, 1864. 


TREATMENT OF TONSILLITIS, 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sra,—In answer to your inquirer, “A Medical Student,” I would mggest 
the internal administration of bark and port wine, together with the local 
a eee of a solution of nitrate of silver (ten grains to the nee) ” 

ld consider his tase one more of constitutional disturbance than 
thing else. He might va with B vag take cod-liver oil ‘dail 
Should these means fail, chan, pe of perfect rest of mind and body, 
and a generous diet, will, in all probability, procure the desired effect. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Burbage, Wilts, Dec, 1864. C. Swany Sara, M.B.CS.7. 


Communtcations, Lerrers, &c., have been received from — Mr. H Lee; 
Mr. Redwood ; Dr. Odling ; Dr. Hassall ; Dr. Hall, Brighton ; Mr. Col »man ; 
Dr. Tilbury Fox, Vienna; Mr. Sanderson; Mr. Twiss ; Mr. P. Le Neve! ‘oster; 

Mr. J. Lee (with enclosure); Dr. A. Wiltshire; Dr. Eastwood, F irford; 

Mr. Walker, Lancaster (with enclosure); Mr. Stowers; Dr. Bree, Co’ chester; 

Mr. Lansdown, Bristol; Dr. Tassell, Canterbury; Dr. Livett, Wiltr , Dr. Gill ; 

Mr. Lomas; Mr. Radford; Mr. 8*-__.-~«+s, Edinbargh; ¥~. T. Holmes; 

Mr. R. Jones (with encl e); Mr. Seud » ameegham; Dr. Savill, 

Retford; Mr. W. Trenerry, Bristol; Mr. Brewer, Huddersfield; Dr. Yeld; 

Mr. Bath (with enclosure); Mr. Pursell, Wolverhampton; Mr. Earnshaw, 

Bingley ; Mr. Henwood ; Dr. Barter, Cork; Dr. Orwin; Mr. R. Griffin, Wey- 

mouth; Dr. Chappell, Cawnpore; Mr. Stroud, Swansea; Mr. B. O'Connor ; 

Mr. Skipp, Retherham (with enclosure) ; Dr. Beith, Plymouth ; Mr. Laundy, 

Birmingham ; Dr. Douglas; Dr. Blanshard ; Mr. Livingston; Mr. Westcott, 

Leek ; Dr. Fotherby ; Dr. Diver, Yateley ; Mr. Smith, Burbage ; Dr. Carrick, 

St. Petersburg; Mr. Herapath, Teignmouth; Mr. Robertson (with enclo- 

sure) ; Mr. Dixon, Preston ; Mr. Holdsworth ; Dr. Madge ; Mr. Bond, Liver- 

pool; Mr. Lewis, Henfield; Mr. Boustead, Bombay; Mr. Tanner, Hilsea; 

Mr. Atkinson, Rochester ; Mr. Jackson ; Mr. H. Wright, Gloucester; Mr. J, 
Graham ; Mr. Sanger ; Mr. Owen; Mr. Savage; Dr. Porter; F.H.8.; F. F.; 
L.S.A.; A Poor Surgeon (with enclosure) ; A Lover of Industry (with enclo- 
sure); A Widowed Surgeon (with enclosure) ; R. H.; M.D. (with enclr ure); 
Vindex ; C. B.; Harveian Society; Celer et Audax; Medicus; L.R.C.P.B.; 
L. D. (with enclosure); W. M.; G. W.; An Inquirer; A Young Surgeon ; 
M.B., Oxford; The Publisher of the A B C Railway Guide; Academicus ; 
O. E. (with enclosure) ; A. 8. E.; Constans ; Microscopical Society; E. W, J.; 
M.D., Liverpool ; M.D., L.R.CS.E,; A Constant Reader; Common Sense; 
A Reader; A. T.; G. R. (with enclosure); Ethnological Society Omega; 
M.D, Jena; Another City Surgeon ; Medical Student ; J. V. R.; 8. W.; &e. 

THE Edinburgh Evening Courant and the Jersey Times have been received. 
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